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/1250 possible points

Overall Comments:

  /30
Cover/Caption










___ Correctly identifies the court, parties, case number, lower court, and the title of the document being filed

/40
Questions Presented









___ Favorably drafted to lead to answer in client’s favor

___Capture the major legal issues accurately

/30
Table of Contents








 

___All sections of the brief referenced properly  

___Format in good outline form

___Spacing for visual impact

/30
Table of Authorities 

___Authorities accurately grouped

___Citations in Bluebook form

Statement of the Case
/40
Procedural History 


___Origin of case, action of court below, accurately and specifically identified

 /160
Statement of Facts 







 

____Organizes and orders facts logically and favorably to client

____Presents facts sympathetically

____Foreshadows the client’s theory of the case

____Avoids argumentation, hyperbole, or overt coloration

____Accurately cites to the record

____ Surfaces and defuses bad facts rather than omits or hides them

 /30
Summary of Argument







 

____ Tracks the organization of the brief

____ Provides the party’s strongest arguments in summary form

/30
Standard of Review

____Provides standard district court uses to decide upon preliminary injunctive relief

____Provides standard appellate court uses to review district court’s ruling

Argument


/90
Point Headings and subheadings

____Organize the argument so that it is complete and logical in coverage and sequence

____Persuasively stated including legal principle and reference to key facts

/50
Thesis or overview paragraphs

____Provides a judge/reader who is unfamiliar with the particular area of law with a sense of the framework for analysis and a guide to the discussion

____Persuasively presented, i.e. assertively with respect to results for the client

/430
Legal Analysis

____Legal issue discussions make your client’s position clear at the outset (Contention). 

____Explains the law, rather than quotes it without synthesis.(Rule and Authority)

____Chooses and uses authority with a sense of what is controlling and what is likely to persuade the court (Authority)

____Explains rationale  where it assists with understanding a rule

____Treats significant cases fully, and omits full discussion of cases whose value is limited to support of a black letter rule, or whose relevance is adequately shown through use of a parenthetical

____Confronts and deals with adverse authority and arguments

____Analyzes the facts using the specifics to “prove” conclusions (Application to Facts) 

____ Confronts and deals with adverse facts 

____Concludes on the point under discussion, rather than on the whole case (Conclusion)

____Includes a transition to the next point, if one is needed

____ Chooses arguments and amount of discussion devoted to each in light of their strength, their importance, and the degree to which they are contested (Overall)

____ True Threats

 Discuss and synthesize standard

 Use student threat cases for analogy and distinction 

____ School Speech

 Tinker material disruption standard

  Bethel/Hazelwood

  Use of student threat cases

/150
Writing Style









 

____Reflects self-editing for style  

___Grammar/punctuation/spelling/proofreading 

/100
Citation








____Authorities cited the first time they are mentioned, using proper Bluebook citation form

____Pinpoint/page cites appear whenever possible

____Use of string cites and parentheticals where appropriate

/40
Appearance









 

___ Attention given to the overall effect of the brief on the eye of the reader

___Margins and spacing sufficient; Font size correct

___Headings differentiated from text and from subheadings

___Paging avoids text without headings and vice versa

