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	Excellent
	Good
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	FORMAT & APPEARANCE

	
	
	
	
	Document is not presented in folders or covers.

	
	
	
	
	Document is stapled with an appropriate-sized staple.

	
	
	
	
	Document is fully self-critiqued.

	
	
	
	
	Document format follows the instructions given with the assignment.

	
	
	
	
	Document uses 12 point font, has 1" margins on all sides, and does not exceed 6 pages.

	
	
	
	
	Document’s general appearance is professional (not smudged, wrinkled, stapled sloppily, etc.).


FORMAT COMMENTS:

	Excellent
	Good
	On the right track
	Consider a rewrite
	QUESTIONS PRESENTED

	CONTENT
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	The questions accurately identify the issues.

	
	
	
	
	The questions are phrased objectively.

	
	
	
	
	The questions combine the law and facts in question form.

	
	
	
	
	The legal question is neither too broad nor too narrow.

	
	
	
	
	The most important legally significant facts have been included accurately.

	
	
	
	
	The facts included are neither too broad nor too narrow.

	
	
	
	
	Legal conclusions have not been set out as facts.

	
	
	
	
	The issues reflect the organization of the discussion.

	FORMAT
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	The writer has used an appropriate format.

	
	
	
	
	The issues have been proofread.


QUESTIONS PRESENTED COMMENTS:
	Excellent
	Good
	On the right track
	Consider a rewrite
	SHORT ANSWERS

	CONTENT
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	The short answers accurately identify the issues and resolutions.

	
	
	
	
	The short answers combine short, short answer, conclusion, and explanation.

	
	
	
	
	The short answer does not include statements of law.

	
	
	
	
	The writer has predicted but not guaranteed how the issue will be decided.

	
	
	
	
	The writer has briefly explained his or her prediction.

	
	
	
	
	The answers reflect the organization of the discussion and follow the organization of the Questions Presented.

	
	
	
	
	The short answers are neither too broad nor too narrow.

	
	
	
	
	The short answers are conclusory rather than argumentative.

	FORMAT
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	A separate short answer has been included for each issue presented.

	
	
	
	
	The answer begins with a one- or two-word short answer.  This one- or two-word short answer is then followed by a one- or two-sentence explanation.


BRIEF ANSWERS COMMENTS:

	Excellent
	Good
	On the right track
	Consider a rewrite
	FACTS

	CONTENT

	
	
	
	
	All of the legally significant facts have been included, whether favorable or unfavorable to the client.

	
	
	
	
	Enough background facts have been included so that a person not familiar with the case can understand what happened.

	
	
	
	
	No unnecessary facts have been included.

	
	
	
	
	The facts are presented accurately.

	
	
	
	
	The facts are presented objectively without argument.

	
	
	
	
	The writer has not included statements of law or legal conclusions in the facts.

	ORGANIZATION

	
	
	
	
	The writer has included an introductory paragraph or paragraph block that identifies the parties and the nature of the dispute.

	
	
	
	
	The writer has used the conventional organizational scheme (chronological, topical, or a combination) most appropriate for the case.


FACTS COMMENTS:

	Exc.
	Good
	On the right track
	Consider a rewrite
	DISCUSSION

	CONTENT: Overview Paragraph

	
	
	
	
	The writer has included a sentence or paragraph establishing a context and introducing the statute or common law rule.

	
	
	
	
	The writer has set out the general rule, quoting the applicable statutory sections and quoting or paraphrasing the common law rule.

	
	
	
	
	The writer has not included rules or information that the attorney does not need.

	
	
	
	
	The rules are stated accurately and objectively.

	
	
	
	
	For each rule stated, the writer has included a citation to authority.

	CONTENT: Discussion of Weapons Charge

	
	
	
	
	The writer has started each rule explanation paragraph with a rule thesis sentence and a cite to authority.

	
	
	
	
	The writer has included descriptions of analogous cases, setting these descriptions out before the application of law to facts.

	
	
	
	
	The descriptions of the analogous cases are accurate.

	
	
	
	
	The rule explanation is organized clearly.

	
	
	
	
	The rule explanation contains sufficient relevant information for the reader to understand the case: no more, no less.

	
	
	
	
	The rule application compares fact to fact. 

	
	
	
	
	The rule application is not conclusory: The writer has explained why the factual similarities between the analogous cases and the client’s case are significant.

	
	
	
	
	The analysis is thorough, including a discussion of all applicable factors.

	
	
	
	
	 The analysis  has considered each side’s arguments.

	
	
	
	
	The writer has included a conclusion for each issue in which he or she predicts how the question will be decided and gives reasons to support those predictions.

	
	
	
	
	In setting out the rules, analogous cases, arguments, and mini-conclusions, the writer has used the language of the law without lapsing into legalese.

	CONTENT: Discussion of Theft

	
	
	
	
	The writer has started each rule explanation paragraph with a rule thesis sentence and a cite to authority.

	
	
	
	
	The writer has included descriptions of analogous cases, setting these descriptions out before the application of law to facts.

	
	
	
	
	The descriptions of the analogous cases are accurate.

	
	
	
	
	The rule explanation is organized clearly.

	
	
	
	
	The rule explanation contains sufficient relevant information for the reader to understand the case: no more, no less.

	
	
	
	
	The rule application compares fact to fact. 

	
	
	
	
	The rule application is not conclusory: The writer has explained why the factual similarities between the analogous cases and the client’s case are significant.

	
	
	
	
	The analysis is thorough, including a discussion of all applicable factors.

	
	
	
	
	 The analysis  has considered each side’s arguments.

	
	
	
	
	The writer has included a conclusion for each issue in which he or she predicts how the question will be decided and gives reasons to support those predictions.

	
	
	
	
	In setting out the rules, analogous cases, arguments, and mini-conclusions, the writer has used the language of the law without lapsing into legalese.

	CITATION & QUOTATION
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	All non-original ideas have been attributed to their sources.

	
	
	
	
	Citation form conforms to practitioner conventions in The Bluebook.

	
	
	
	
	Citations are placed to maximize the flow of information (citation sentences preferred to citation clauses, citation moved to end of sentence when case names mentioned textually).

	
	
	
	
	Every direct quotation is surrounded by quotation marks or blocked and indented, formatted according to The Bluebook, and followed immediately by a citation.

	
	
	
	
	Direct quotations are used only when the exact language is important.

	ORGANIZATION
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	The writer has used a traditional legal organizational scheme (IRAC, CIRAC, CREAC, etc.).

	
	
	
	
	Organization follows that of the Questions Presented & Short Answers.


DISCUSSION COMMENTS:

	Excellent
	Good
	On the right track
	Consider a rewrite
	CONCLUSION

	CONTENT
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	The conclusion is used to pull all mini-conclusions together and make a conclusion relating to the ultimate issue.

	
	
	
	
	The conclusion does not repeat the arguments.

	ORGANIZATION
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	The information is organized logically.


CONCLUSION COMMENTS:

OVERALL IMPRESSIONS:

