ADVANCED LEGAL WRITING

PROFESSOR ELLIOTT

SPRING 2003

Required Text:

Mary Beth Beazley, A Practical Guide to Appellate Advocacy (2002)
 

Recommended Texts: 

Andrea Lunsford & Robert Connors, The New St. Martin’s Handbook (1999)


Richard C. Wydick, Plain English for Lawyers (4th ed. 1999)

Note:

Additional reading and exercises may be assigned as the semester progresses. Students are responsible for any additions or deletions to the Syllabus announced in class.
WEEK



CLASS TOPIC & ASSIGNMENTS
WEEK 1

1/7
Introduction to Semester; Predictive Writing Review
Complete In-Class Questionnaire

Assigned in class: Short Predictive Writing Assignment
WEEK 2

1/14
Predictive Writing cont’d.; Statutory Interpretation Classical Rhetoric

Read for class: Packet of law; TRRAC handout; Beazley, Chapter 5

WEEK 3

1/21
Introduction to Advocacy; Science of Argumentation; Ethics of Persuasion


Assigned in class: Short Persuasive Writing Assignment

Due in class: Short Predictive Writing Assignment

WEEK 4


1/28
Use of Authority: Rating Authority; Analogies and Distinctions

Read for class: Beazley, Chapter 6

Due in class: Short Persuasive Writing Assignment

WEEK 5



Use of Authority: Analogies and

2/4




Distinctions cont’d.; Making Policy Arguments

Assigned in class: Analogies and Distinctions Exercise 
WEEK 6

2/11
Advanced Research Techniques- Computer Training 
Read for class: Beazley, Chapters 3 and 4

Assigned in class: Appellate Brief Assignment: Research Assignment #1

Due in class: Analogies and Distinctions Exercise

WEEK 7


2/17-2/22
Appellate Advocacy: Appellate Jurisdiction; Appellate Standards of Review; Preservation of Issues For Appeal; Rules of Practice 


Read for class: Beazley, Chapter 2; Appellate Brief Assignment


Assigned in class: Appellate Record


Due in class: Research Exercise #1

WEEK 8

2/24-3/1
Appellate Brief Writing: Question Presented; Statement of the Case; Summary of the Argument; Point Headings
Read for class: Beazley, Chapter 9; Appellate Record

Assigned in Class: Complete Research; QP; Point Headings, Outline of Argument

WEEK 9





3/3-3/7




SPRING BREAK

WEEK 10





3/10-3/15
Appellate Brief Writing: Argument (law and policy)


Read for class: Beazley, Chapter 5
 

Due in class: QP; Point headings; Outline of Argument

WEEK 11


3/17-3/22
Appellate Brief Writing: Finalizing the Document


Read for class: Beazley, Chapters 10-12

WEEK 12

3/24-3/29
Judicial Opinion Writing: Opinion Writing Theory; Types of Opinions; Reaching and Justifying an Opinion

Due in class: Appellate Brief

WEEK 13

3/31-4/5
Judicial Opinion Writing: Jurisdiction and Standards of Review; Opinion Organization


Read for class: Packet on Judicial Opinions

WEEK 14

4/7-4/12
Judicial Opinion Writing: Opinion Organization; Writing Style

WEEK 15
4/14-4/19



Semester Review; Course Evaluations






Due in class: Judicial Opinion

Grading:


Assignment





% of final grade


All Short Writing Assignments


5%


Appellate Brief




60%


Judicial Opinion




35%

ADVANCED LEGAL WRITING

PROFESSOR ELLIOTT

SPRING 2003

STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE

Name and Year (2L or 3L- Day or Evening):

E-mail (that you check regularly):

Legal Methods Professor:

Year you took Legal Methods:

What legal writing experience have you had beyond your legal methods class either in other classes or in a job or internship? 

Please rate your ability in the following areas using the following scale: 1 (have no competence- need to learn), 2 (have minimal competence- need to review), 3 (have some competence- need to practice), 4 (am fairly confident in my abilities- can employ this skill on an assignment without much review), and 5 (am fully competent in this skill- need no review).  Please use the extra space to provide any explanation you can:

1. Basic Grammar/Rules of Writing Expression

2. Citation

3. Proper Use of Quotations

4. TRRAC/IRAC Format for Legal Writing

5. Statutory Interpretation

6. Organization- Including Using Topic Sentences and Transitions

7. Use of Precedent- Making Clear Legally Relevant Analogies and Distinctions

8. Understanding Effective Use of Binding and Persuasive Precedent (when to use each and how to use each type of case effectively)

9. Research Skills: 

a. in print

b. on the computer

10. Making Policy Arguments/ Using Legislative History and Intent

Explain below how you would rate your skills overall in legal writing.  How confident do you feel in your ability to enter a legal job and engage in professional writing?  Why did you take this class and what in particular do you hope to learn and/or improve?  The more information you provide here the better I can tailor the class to meet the needs of the students.

