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ADVANCED LEGAL WRITING   FALL 2002
INTRODUCTION, SYLLABUS, AND FIRST ASSIGNMENT

Welcome to Advanced Legal Writing.  In this course, you will learn important principles of good writing and become a better writer.  I am looking forward to working with you.


Course Materials:  There is only one text to purchase:  Sirico & Schultz, Persuasive Writing for Lawyers and the Legal Profession.  Each week, I shall be giving you hand outs in class.  I also may ask you to purchase some long hand outs at Student Services.


Confidentiality of Course Exercises:  During the course, you will be completing a large number of writing exercises.  Next year, I hope to use many of them again.  Therefore, you may not show the exercises to anyone.  If you violate the requirement, I will treat your breach as an Honor Code violation.  If you have any questions, please ask me.

Practical Projects:  During the semester, we will work on two projects of particular importance to you:  writing cover letters for employment and polishing your writing sample.  By the end of the course, you will have two high quality products with practical value.


Grading:  I will base twenty percent of your grade on selected writing exercises (I will let you know which ones in advance) and eighty percent on a take-home final.  For the final, I will give you several pages of a legal document (perhaps a memo, brief, or judicial opinion) and ask you to rewrite it and write a detailed commentary on your revisions.


Class Attendance:  We will be doing many in-class exercises, and I will be giving few straight lectures.  Borrowing notes will rarely be an adequate substitute.  Even audiotapes often will not be helpful.  Therefore, attending class is extremely important.

1.
Do not skip class unless absolutely necessary.

2.
If you know in advance that you will have to miss a class, please let me know as soon as possible.  Be sure you get any handouts and assignments.

3.
In some cases, I can tape class. Please give me as much advanced notice as possible. You must listen to the tape as soon as possible.

4.
You have to turn in assignments on time, no matter what.  Otherwise, you wreak havoc with the course plan, and I may lower your grade.  If you face an insurmountable problem, you must let me know as soon as possible.

SYLLABUS

(Subject to change)
I.
Aug. 30
Introductory Exercise.  Introduction to Sentences

II.
Sept. 6

Sentences

III.
Sept. 13
Review of Exercises.  Connecting Sentences

IV.
Sept. 20
Persuasive Sentences.  More on Connecting Sentences

V.
Sept. 27
Paragraph Format.  Persuasive Paragraphs. Topic Sentences 

VI.

Oct. 4

No Class.  Group Conferences

VII.

Oct. 11

No Class.  Individual Conferences

VIII.
Oct. 18

Designing Documents. Brief Writing: Summary of Argmt.   

IX.
Oct. 25

Writing Introductions. MultiState Performance Exercise

X.
Nov. 1

MultiState Performance Exercise. Persuasive Writing

XI.
Nov. 8

No class. Ind. Conferences on Writing Sample Project

XII
Nov. 15
Persuasive Writing

XIII.
Nov. 22
Persuasive Writing. Issues in Usage

XIV.

Dec. 4

No class. Individual Conferences: Exit Interviews

At the end of the semester, I will hand out the take-home final exam and set the due date.
Other Obligations:

1.  Before Thanksgiving, you must hold an individual conference with me in which you will discuss the cover letter that you use when seeking employment.


2.  During the semester, we will work on the writing sample that you use when seeking employment.  We will discuss this project in class.

ASSIGNMENT TO COMPLETE FOR THE FIRST CLASS

You have two exercises to complete for the first class.

FIRST EXERCISE:  SELF-ASSESSMENT

Please write me a memo (at least one page double-spaced) in which you answer these questions:


1. What are your strong points and weak points as a writer?  If possible, give examples.


2. How do you try to deal with your weak points?


3.  What do you hope to get out of this course?   Please be as specific as possible.


I will read your memo.  The rest of the class will not.

SECOND EXERCISE:  ASSESSING THE QUALITY OF WRITING  

I am giving you excerpts from four appellate briefs.  The briefs deal with the same litigation and all argue for the same party.


In this litigation, plaintiff St. Mary's Hospital is bringing a defamation action against Town Talk, a newspaper.  A critical issue is whether or not health care and methods of treatment are a public controversy.  The brief samples come from arguments made for the newspaper and argue that these matters were a public controversy existing before the defamation.


Your job is to rank the briefs according to their quality.  The best brief gets a 1, and the worst brief gets a 4.  You may decide that you do not like any of the briefs.  Nevertheless, rank them.  No ties.  Be able to articulate why you ranked them the way that you did. In class, you will meet in a small group to compare your rankings and try to reach a consensus.

