Advanced Legal Writing and Editing Workshop

Fall Semester 2002

Professor Connie Browne <cbrowne@bu.edu>

Professor Robert Volk <rvolk@bu.edu>


Syllabus

Class 1: 8/27

Class coverage

1. Present Syllabus and suggested readings

2. Discuss Class goals, methods, model of legal analysis, model for writing and editing

3. “Goldilocks” exercise

Assignment

1. Read “Elements of Style”

2. Complete Questionnaire

Class 2: 9/3

Class coverage

1. Simulated Meeting and Client Interviews

2. Model for Objective Research Memorandum

3.  Methods for determining material facts

Assignment

1. Complete research law pertaining to Client’s case for class 3.

2. Begin first draft of Research Memorandum; two copies due in class 4.

Class 3: 9/10

Class coverage

1. Discuss work-in-progress on research memorandum

2. The “Three little P’s”

Class 4: 9/17 (no class)
Hand-in and exchange memoranda

Assignment

Edit memorandum and prepare for conference; two edited copies due in class 5.

Class 5: 9/24

Class coverage

1. Return edited memos and hold student conferences in class

2. Group discussion of the editing process and conferences

3. The “Three little P’s” revisited

Assignment

1. Individual conferences with Professors

2. Write second draft of research memorandum, due next class

Class 6: 10/1

Class coverage

1. Collect second drafts of research memorandum

2. Demonstration of a counseling session

3. Discuss process of informed decision-making and ethical considerations

4. “Death to Legalisms”

Assignment

Three copies of client letter due next week

Class 7: 10/8

Class Coverage

Collect and distribute client letters for editing

Assignment

1. Final draft of research memorandum due next class 

2. Optional conference to discuss second draft of research memorandum

10/15

No class this week: school is on a Monday schedule

Class 8 10/22

Class coverage

1. Client reaction to letters

2. Student conferences to discuss client letter

3. Collect final draft of research memorandum

Assignment

1. Individual conferences with professors to discuss client letter

2. Second (final) draft of client letter due next class

Class 9: 10/29

Class coverage

1. Collect second drafts of client letter

2. Discuss persuasive writing

Assignment

Memorandum in support of a motion due in class next week

Class 10: 11/5

Class coverage

1. Collect and distribute first drafts of memorandum in support of a motion

2. Editing sample: persuasive writing

Assignment

Edit memorandum in support of a motion

Class 11: 11/12

Class coverage

1. Discuss difficulties of writing persuasively

2. Student conferences to discuss memorandum in support of a motion

Assignment

1. Individual conferences with professor to discuss first drafts of memorandum in support of a motion

2. Second draft of memorandum due next class

Class 12: 11/19

Class coverage

1. Collect second drafts

2. Discuss persuasive writing

Class  13: 11/26

Assignment

1. No class: pick up second draft

2. Optional, individual conferences with professor.

3. Final (third) draft due next class

Class 14: 12/3

Final draft due

