Legal Research & Writing III:

Advanced Legal Research

Course Syllabus
Winter 2000

Professor Kristin Gerdy


Instructor:
Kristin Gerdy

Office: Room 720

Phone: (215) 204-2651

E-mail: kgerdy@vm.temple.edu 

Office hours: 
TBA or by appointment

Text:

J. Myron Jacobstein et al, Legal Research Illustrated (7th ed. 1998).

Class Time:
Friday, 12:30 p.m. – 2:20 p.m.

Objective: 
By the end of the semester you will know how to use print and electronic legal resources in a cost-effective, efficient manner to solve legal problems, and will appreciate the advantages and disadvantages of each medium.

E-mail:
Important class information and any changes to the syllabus will be posted on E-mail.  You are responsible for reading your E-mail daily.  E-mail is also a convenient way to ask me questions or give feedback on the course.  I will read my E-mail regularly and will respond to your messages in a timely fashion.  E-mail is also an excellent way to communicate with fellow students.

Class Resources on the Internet

Many of our class resources including this syllabus and your first assignments will be accessible on the Internet.  In addition, you may want to view several PowerPoint presentations I have used in the past for teaching legal research, which are available at http://www.law.byu.edu/Lawyering_Skills/Section_9/slideindx.htm. 

Late Assignments:
Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date unless otherwise noted in this syllabus. The general policy for late assignments is outlined in your course materials.  In addition to the policies outlined there, if you are forced to miss a deadline, you must notify me in advance and in writing (by letter or E-mail).  Calling me is also a good idea.

Class Schedule

Note: 
You are expected to complete all reading assignment before attending class the day the assignment is scheduled.  Much of the reading, especially early in the semester, will be review, so don’t be intimidated by the length of the assignments.

January 14

Class Discussion Topic: Legal Research Methodology, Planning, and Documentation

Reading: Chapter 2

January 21

Class Discussion Topic: Secondary Sources: A.L.R., Looseleafs, Legal Periodicals, Restatements, Treatises, Model Acts, etc.

Reading:  Chapters 14, 16-18

January 28

Class Discussion Topic: Constitutions, Statutes, and Legislative History

Reading:  Chapters 8-11

Week of February 4 (make-up class—date to be determined as a class)

Class Discussion Topic: Case Law

Reading:  Chapters 3-6

DUE ON FEBRUARY 4 to Room 720:
Assignment #1: Legislative History 

February 11

Class Discussion Topic: Administrative Law

Reading:  Chapter 13

February 18

Class Discussion Topic: Updating the Law

Reading:  Chapter 15

February 25

Class Discussion Topic: Practice Materials: Court Rules, Briefs, Formbooks, Instructions, etc.

Reading:  Chapter 12

DUE:  Assignment #2: Citator Analysis AND Topic choice/proposal for Assignment #5

March 3

Class Discussion Topic: Computer Assisted Legal Research

Reading:  Chapter 21, pages 480-503 only

March 6-10—SPRING BREAK

March 17

Class Discussion Topic: Legal Research on the Internet

Reading:  Chapter 21, pages 504-515

March 24

Class Discussion Topic: Cost-Effective Legal Research

Reading:  Supplemental—will be distributed in class

DUE:  Assignment #3: Print v. CALR Comparison

March 31

Class Discussion Topic: Pennsylvania Legal Research

Reading:  Supplemental—will be distributed in class

April 7

Class Discussion Topic: Guest Lecture/Panel—Legal Research in the “Real World”

Due: Assignment #4: Internet Review

April 14

Class Discussion Topic: Discussion of “Real World” research problems

DUE:  Assignment #5: “Real World” Legal Research Problem
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