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Class Sessions:
This class meets Mondays from 11:10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the library teaching lab (level 4).  

Suggested reading is from the course materials prepared by the Thurgood Marshall Law Library Instructional Group.

Goals and Description of Course:
Advanced Legal Research: Intellectual Property builds on the knowledge and skills students gained in Introduction to Legal Research and through conducting legal research for course work and, perhaps, in a work setting.  Students will review basic research tools and techniques.  They will then learn and practice techniques for researching legislative history and foreign and international law, using major intellectual property treatises and looseleaf services, and conducting basic patent searches.

There will be some lecture and classroom discussion, but the majority of class time will be spent working on research exercises.  Completing the required reading assignments before attending each class is highly recommended.  I will lecture on most, but probably not all, of the information in the readings. 

Papers and Grading:
Each member of the class will complete a research paper on a topic involving intellectual property law.  Since the focus of these papers will be the research process and not the research results, research done for this project may be used for a writing project in another course with the permission of the other teacher.

Paper 
 

Due Monday,
 October 28


80% of course grade

Your paper should include the following components, not necessarily in this order: Locate and identify relevant secondary sources.  Locate and identify the relevant federal statute.  If there is an ambiguity in the statute relevant to the question you are researching, conduct appropriate legislative history research.  Locate and identify federal regulations (if any) promulgated under that federal statute.  Most importantly, describe and analyze your research process.  Why did you start with the resources you started with, and might your research have gone more smoothly if you had started somewhere else?  Which sources were most helpful and why?  Which were hardest or easiest to use and why?  How did the various sources relate to each other? What types of access did each source supply?  (That is, were you able to locate information in each source by subject, date, case name, person, etc.?  What information did you need to have when you started using the source in order to use it successfully?)  Your paper must be typed, using 12 point typeface and standard margins.  There are no upper or lower page limits on papers.  The paper must be turned in no later than 4:00 p.m. on the date on which it is due.  Points will be deducted from late papers. 

Additional expectations concerning papers will be discussed in class.

Class work






20% of grade

Includes attendance, research exercises, and class participation.  The exercises generally are to be completed during class time.  Each exercise will receive either a check or a check minus, depending on the thoroughness with which it is completed.  

Required Texts:
Thurgood Marshall Law Library Instruction Group, Course Materials for Advanced Legal Research (2002).

SYLLABUS

August 26

Suggested Reading: Course Materials A1-A4

Class objectives: By the end of this class, if they cannot do so already, students should be able to

· distinguish between primary and secondary legal materials, and binding and persuasive federal cases;

· identify the most common steps in researching a federal legal question;

· use the West Topic and Key Number system to locate federal cases in print and online;

· locate current federal statutes;

· use one relevant primary source of law to locate others.  

In class assignment: Federal research review exercise. 

September 9

Suggested Reading:  Review A4 in Course Materials; check Blackboard for additional reading.

Class objectives: By the end of this class, students should be able to

· identify at least three ways secondary sources (including practice materials) are useful to practicing attorneys and other legal researchers

· use secondary sources to identify and locate relevant primary sources

· use the LegalTrac database to locate law review articles relevant to solving a legal problem

· identify the major multi-volume treatises on U.S. intellectual property law 

· determine when a looseleaf treatise was last updated and therefore approximately how current it is

In class assignment: Secondary sources research exercise using practice materials and major intellectual property treatises.

September 16

Suggested Reading: Course Materials C1, C2, C6-C8, C12

Recommended Additional Reading: “FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE HISTORY RESEARCH: A  Practitioner's Guide to Compiling the Documents and Sifting for Legislative Intent,” available at http://www.llsdc.org/sourcebook/fed‑leg‑hist.htm
Homework to turn in:  Bring a brief written summary of your proposed research topic.  You are encouraged to discuss the proposed topic with the instructor before class.

Class objectives: By the end of this class, students should be able to 

· explain why an attorney or other legal researcher would want to use legislative history

· identify the steps in the federal legislative process

· identify the documents produced by each step in the legislative process

· rank the various types of federal legislative documents according to their level of persuasiveness

· locate the full text of federal legislative documents in print and online

· locate and use compiled legislative histories when available

In class assignment: Federal statutory and legislative history research exercise including print and electronic sources

September 23
Suggested Reading: Course Materials B1, B3

Class objectives: By the end of this class, students should be able to

· describe the jurisdiction and authority of the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

· use the topical index to United States Patents Quarterly to identify relevant classification numbers

· convert U.S.P.Q. first series classification numbers to second series classification numbers

· search U.S.P.Q. online using classification numbers

· use patent, trademark, and copyright citators to find cases that have discussed the validity of a specific patent, trademark, or copyright

In class assignment: Case research exercise using U.S.P.Q. on Lexis and/or Westlaw and in the BNA Intellectual Property Library.

September 30

Suggested Reading:  Course Materials D1

Class objectives: By the end of this class, students should be able to

· explain the difference between administrative regulations and statutes

· explain the relationship between administrative regulations and statutes

· describe the regulatory promulgation and publication process

· locate current administrative regulations using a previously identified statute, by searching GPO Access (http://www.access.gpo.gov), by browsing agency web sites and publications (such as the Manuals of Patent and Trademark Examining Procedure), and by using the BNA Intellectual Property Library

· update regulations to insure that they have not been superceded

· find cases that interpret administrative regulations

In class assignment: Electronic federal administrative regulations exercise.

October 7
Suggested Reading:  Course Materials D3, D4

Class objectives: By the end of this class, students should be able to

· define the term “looseleaf service”

· explain how looseleaf services are useful to practicing attorneys

· identify the major parts of a looseleaf service

· search print and electronic looseleaf services

In class assignment: Looseleaf exercise using both print and electronic services

October 14
Suggested Reading: Course Materials E2 through E7.

Class Content: Basic international and foreign law research.

By the end of this class, students should be able to

· distinguish between foreign law and international law

· find and update treaties and other international agreements to which the United States is a party

· find English-language summaries of foreign laws and introductions to specific foreign legal systems

· use WIPO’s “Collection of Laws for Electronic Access” to find the full text of foreign intellectual property laws in English.

In class assignment: International and foreign law exercise.

October 21
Suggested Reading:  “Conducting a Patent Search at a

Patent and Trademark Depository Library (PTDL): The 7-Step Strategy,” http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/ac/ido/ptdl/step7.htm

Class Content: Introduction to patent searching.

In class assignment: None.

October 28
NO CLASS! But PAPER DUE by 4:00 p.m.

