UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND SCHOOL OF LAW
ADVANCED LEGAL RESEARCH: INTERNATIONAL & FOREIGN LAW
FALL 2002

Instructor:

Sara Kelley
Office: Law Library Room 4402C
Voice: 410-706-0735
Fax: 410-706-0794
E-mail: skelley@law.umaryland.edu

Class Sessions:

This class meets Wednesdays from 2:10 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the library teaching lab (level 4).

Goals and Description of Course:

Advanced Legal Research: International & Foreign Law builds on the knowledge and skills students gained in Introduction to Legal Research and through conducting legal research for course work and, perhaps, in a work setting. Students will learn and practice techniques for researching international agreements of the United States and other countries, as well as basic techniques for researching the internal law of countries other than the United States.

There will be some lecture and classroom discussion, but the majority of class time will be spent working on research exercises. Completing the suggested reading assignments before attending each class is recommended.

Papers and Grading:

Paper Due Wednesday, October 23 worth 70% of course grade
You will write a pathfinder (research guide) on a narrow issue of international or foreign law. If you choose a foreign law topic, your research should be limited to the law of one country other than the United States. In your legal research guide, explain how to identify and to locate the most useful, current materials on your topic. Discuss why the materials are relevant and how to use them. Excellent pathfinders may be published on the Thurgood Marshall Law Library web page with the students’ permission. You might also consider submitting your pathfinders for publication by LLRX.com or a print journal.

Your paper should be typed, using 12 point typeface and standard margins. There are no upper or lower page limits on papers, however, 10 to 12 pages will probably be sufficient (or even more than sufficient) for most topics. The paper must be turned in no later than 4:00 p.m. on the date on which it is due. Points will be deducted from late papers.

Additional expectations concerning papers will be discussed in class.

Class work worth 30% of grade
Includes attendance, research exercises, and class participation. The exercises generally are to be completed during class time. Each exercise will receive either a check or a check minus, depending on the thoroughness with which it is completed.

Required Texts:
None, however, it is recommended that you purchase the Thurgood Marshall Law Library Instruction Group’s Course Materials for Advanced Legal Research (2002), for your own personal reference.

SYLLABUS
August 28
Class Content: Overview and introduction to international and foreign law research. International v. foreign; the sources of international law according to Article 38(1) of the Statute of the International Court of Justice; using secondary sources in international law research.

Suggested Reading: Roy M. Mersky and Jonathan Pratter, “A Comment on the Ways and Means of Researching Customary Law a Half-Century after the International Law Commission’s Work,” 24 Int’l J. Legal Info. 302 (1996); Article 38(1) of the Statute of the International Court of Justice.

September 4

Class Content: Finding treaties and other international agreements.

Suggested Reading: Marci Hoffman, “Researching U.S. Treaties and Agreements”; Stefanie Wiegmann, “Researching Non-U.S. Treaties”.

September 11
Class Content: Foreign law research.

Suggested Reading: Susan Van Syckel, “Strategies for Identifying Sources of Foreign Law: an Integrated Approach,” 13 Transnat’l Law. 289 (2000).

September 18
Class Content: United Nations research.

Suggested Reading: United Nations Documentation: Research Guide: Document Symbols; Basic Research Tools; General Assembly Resolutions; Security Council Resolutions; Economic and Social Council Resolutions and Decisions.

September 25
Class Content: European Union research.

Suggested Reading: Skim Barbara Sloan, “The European Community Legislative Process: Documents and Publications,” in Introduction to International Organizations. [Photocopies will be distributed in class.]

October 2
Class Content: Trade law research (primarily the World Trade Organization and NAFTA).

Suggested Reading: Skim Marci Hoffman, “Revised Guide to International Trade Law Sources on the Internet”.

October 9
Class Content: Human rights law research.

Suggested Reading: Skim Elisa Mason, “Update to Annex: Human Rights, Country and Legal Information Resources on the Internet”.

October 16
Class Content: Intellectual property or environmental law research.

Suggested Reading: To be decided.

October 23
NO CLASS! But PAPER DUE by 4:00 p.m.

