NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL
ADVANCED LEGAL RESEARCH (LWR310)

Mon. & Wed., 9:30 - 10:45 a.m., rm. C400
Spring, 2003

- SYLLABUS -
Advanced Legal Research - Spring ‘03 Course Syllabus
p.2
	CLASS DATE:
	TOPIC:



	INSTRUCTOR:
	Bill Mills
(212) 431-2380
Mendik Library, rm. L116
wmills@nyls.edu

	Required TEXT:
	R. Mersky & D. Dunn, Legal Research Illustrated, (8th ed. 2002).  All reading assignments below are keyed to this text.

	RECOMMENDED TEXTS:
	E. Gibson, New York Legal Research Guide, (2nd ed. 1998). Mendik Library call # KFN5074 .G53 1998

The Bluebook : a Uniform System of Citation, (17th ed. 2000). Mendik Library call # KF246 .U5 2000


	CLASS DATE:
	TOPIC:

	Jan. 13 (M):
	Introduction to the Course: Fundamentals of Legal Research.
Reading: ch. 1 & 2.

	Jan. 15 (W):
	Constitutions and Statutes.
Reading: ch. 8 & 9.

	Jan. 20 (M):
	NO CLASS -- Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

	Jan. 22 (W):
	Statutes and Annotated Statutes.
Reading: ch. 11.

	Jan. 27 (M):
	Annotated Statutes (continued), and Statute-Like Sources: Court Rules, Uniform Laws and Model Codes.
Reading: ch. 12, and pp. 381-389.

• HAND IN TOPIC FOR RESEARCH GUIDE PAPERS. 

	Jan. 29 (W):
	Legislative History: The Legislative Process and Determining Intent.
Reading: ch. 10, and p. 215.

	Feb. 3 (M):
	Legislative History (continued): Bibliographic and Compilation Techniques.

	Feb. 5 (W):
	In-the-Library Session: Library Tour, the NYLS On-Line Catalog & U.S. Government Sources.

	Feb. 10 (M):
	Administrative and Executive Law.
Reading: ch. 13.

	Feb. 12 (W):
	Administrative and Executive Law (continued). Introduction to Computer Assisted Legal Research (CALR).

Reading: ch. 21.

	Feb. 17 (M):
	NO CLASS – PRESIDENTS’ DAY.

	Feb. 18 (Tu., legis. M):
	Lab Session: CALR Unit 1.

	Feb. 19 (W):
	Lab Session: CALR Unit 1.

	Feb. 24 (M):
	Lab Session: CALR Unit 1.

	Feb. 26 (W):
	Case Reporting: Basic Principles, the Federal and New York Systems, Records & Briefs.
Reading: ch. 3 & 4, and pp. 406-409.

	March 3 (M):
	Case Finding: The National Reporter System & Digests.
Reading: ch. 5 & 6. 

• PAPER #1 DUE: Statutory & Administrative Law. 

	March 5 (W):
	Sources Related to Case Law: Restatements and Annotated Law Reports.
Reading: ch. 7, and pp. 370-380.

	March 10 (M):
	Lab Session: CALR Unit 2.

	March 12 (W):
	Lab Session: CALR Unit 2.

	March 17 & 19:
	NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK.

	March 24 (M):
	Lab Session: CALR Unit 2.

	March 26 (W):
	Case Validation: Updating Case Law, and Shepard's Citations.
Reading: ch. 15.

	March 31 (M):
	Lab Session: CALR Unit 3.

	April 2 (W):
	Basic Secondary Sources: Legal Encyclopedias, Periodical Literature, and Treatises.
Reading: ch. 16, 17, and pp. 361-369.

	April 7 (M):
	Looseleaf Services.
Reading: ch. 14.

• PAPER #2 DUE: Case Reporting & Case Finding.

	April 9 (W):
	In-the-Library Session: Looseleaf Services & Reference Works.
Reading: pp. 392-400, 413-414.

	April 14 (M):
	Local Law & Practice Books: New York State and New York City.
Reading: pp. 400-403.

	April 16 (W):
	NO CLASS – PASSOVER.

	April 21 (M):
	Lab Session: CALR Unit 4.

	April 23 (W):
	Lab Session: CALR Unit 4.

	April 28 (M):
	International Law Research.
Reading: ch. 20.

	April 30 (W):
	International Law Research (continued.)  Summary of the Research Process.
Reading: ch. 2.

	May 7 (W):
	(first day of final exams)

• PAPER #3 DUE: Secondary Sources.


CLASSES LISTED IN ITALICS MEET IN THE MENDIK LIBRARY AT LOCATIONS T.B.A.

CLASSES LISTED IN ITALICS MEET IN THE LIBRARY AT LOCATIONS T.B.A. 


