Advanced Legal Research

6312-01, 2 Hours, Spring Semester 2003

Fridays, 10:30-12:20

Rare Book Room, Goldstar Law Library Building Room 184

Professor Peoples

(405) 557-6030

lpeoples@okcu.edu
Purpose and Goals-
The goals of this course are to reinforce and deepen the skills learned in first year legal research and to give students the basic foundation needed to competently conduct advanced legal research.  The following topics will be covered: Federal and State Legislative History and Administrative Law; Advanced Oklahoma Legal Research; the Law of the United Kingdom; International Law; Governmental and Nongovernmental Organizations including European Community Law; and, Advanced Lexis and Westlaw training.  Student assessment will consist of four assignments and a pathfinder that will be presented to the class at the conclusion of the course.

Course Management Software-
This course will utilize the LexisNexis Blackboard course management program accessible from: http://www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool/.    A brief introduction to the system will occur during the first class period.  Students must maintain an active OCU e-mail account and must check this account frequently as communication between Professor and Students will often occur through e-mail.  Assignments, power point slides and other relevant materials will be made available through the course management software.

Office Hours-
I will hold office hours on Mondays from 2-4 p.m. in the library reference office Room 182, Gold Star Law Library Building.  I am also available throughout the week in the Law Library.  The other reference librarians will be made aware of your assignments and be able to provide appropriate instruction in my absence.  Calls and e-mails for assistance will be answered as promptly as possible.

Student Assessment -
Student assessment will consist of four (4) assignments to be completed through the course of the semester, a final project and class participation/attendance.  The assignments and final project are posted on the course management site.  Assignments are due the following class period after they are assigned.  You may consult a reference librarian for directional help and work with your classmates to solve each question.  You may not divide up the questions among yourselves, making each student responsible for only a certain number of questions in each assignment.  

	Assignment
	Due
	Value

	1) Legislative History
	1/24/03
	10 %

	2) UK Legal Research
	2/14/03
	10 %

	3)  Treaties 
	2/28/03
	10 %

	4)  Case Law
	3/14/03
	10 %

	5)  Final Project 
	4/11/03
	50 %

	6) Attendance/Participation
	
	10%


Final Project-
The final project will consist of a pathfinder covering any foreign law jurisdiction or international law topic not addressed in class.  The pathfinder may also cover an international law topic addressed in class as long as the pathfinder covers the area in greater depth than covered in class or from a different approach. 

A pathfinder is a research guide with a specific purpose: it is a guide that presents various types of resources in search-strategy order for a literature search on a particular topic.  A pathfinder doesn't have to annotate all of the individual pieces of literature and resources on the topic, but it does have to show its users the most useful "route of march" to locate pertinent information on the topic they are searching for themselves.  A pathfinder will tell its users where the information exists (libraries, databases, organizations found on the web, governmental agencies, etc.), and typically what vocabulary access points (subject headings or descriptors) to use in searching particular databases and catalogs for information.

Your pathfinder should consider each of the following elements: 

1. Does this area have comprehensive bibliographies and research guides? 

2. Where might the novice go to get an overview of this area? Consider encyclopedia articles, treatises, journal articles and other secondary sources. 

3.  Briefly explain the basic legal system or jurisdictional construct that your topic operates under.  What resources could a researcher consult to gain more information about these topics.

4.  What sources make up the primary law of the jurisdiction or area of international law you selected?

5.  Where is the primary law for this jurisdiction or area of international located?  Is it available on-line?  Are there sources in English?

6.  What strategies or resources could a researcher use to stay current with legal and non-legal (economic, political or governmental) developments in the field? 

Some examples of pathfinders and the form used to evaluate pathfinders and presentations may be found on the course management program.  Keep these criteria in mind when completing the project.  The student and instructor must meet and mutually agree upon a topic by the 10th week of class, 3/14/03.  It is the student’s responsibility to initiate the discussion with the instructor either in person or through e-mail.  Pathfinders must contain active hypertext links and must be submitted on diskette or e-mailed as an attachment by April 11, 2003.

A note about plagiarism-  A great deal of information about foreign and international law, including pathfinders, is available on-line and from other various sources.  Students are encouraged to find and evaluate pre-existing sources.  The point of the pathfinder exercise is not for students to reinvent the wheel but to evaluate and analyze resources and arrange them into a meaningful order.  Proper attribution of sources is expected and required.  Students are encouraged to review the Law School Student Conduct Code provisions addressing plagiarism.

Presentations- Students will present their pathfinders to the class in 15-20 minute presentations detailing: their research strategy for completing the pathfinder, what electronic and print resources they found, what libraries and databases contain relevant information and strategies for searching, what general research guides they found in the area and what resources they would recommend to keep current on the topic.  The quality of the presentation will account for 20% of the overall grade for the pathfinder.  Presentations will be made using power point and any other relevant technology the student wishes to include.  A digital projector and laptop equipped with power point will be set up for presentations.  Students who need additional technology must inform the instructor one week prior to the presentation date.  Please bring enough copies of your finished pathfinder to distribute to each student in class.  Please consult the form used to evaluate pathfinders on the course management software when designing your presentation.

Readings- All readings are either available on permanent reserve at the Library circulation desk or online at various websites.  There is no required textbook.
Student Conduct-
Students are expected to comply with all policies as set forth in the Student Handbook including but not limited to all Academic Standards and Regulations and the Law School Student Conduct Code.

Attendance-
Attendance and class participation account for 10% of a student’s final grade.  A great deal of material will be covered during each class period and attendance at each course meeting is essential to understanding the material covered and receiving the full educational experience of the course.  Each student will be allowed only one (1) unexcused absence.  Students will be required to justify any additional absences.  The Professor reserves the right to excuse additional absences in extreme circumstances, i.e. serious illness or family tragedy.  Work and school related excuses are not acceptable.  Students who know they are going to be absent are encouraged to contact the Professor as soon as possible to discuss the missed material and assignments.  Students who exceed their one (1) excused absence may receive a no-credit grade for the course at the Professor’s discretion.   The Law School Student Conduct Code provisions relating to attendance will be followed.

Nondiscrimination and Special Accommodation-
The Oklahoma City University School of Law’s policies relating to Nondiscrimination and Special Accommodation will be observed.  Please note the following deadline as stated in the policy:

Requests for special accommodations should be made at the beginning of the semester or immediately after learning of a disability.  Except in extraordinary circumstances, requests for special accommodations must be submitted at least 10 days before the beginning of the examination period, or 10 days before the date on which assignments for which accommodations are sought is distributed to students.   Oklahoma City University School of Law Student Handbook, “Nondiscrimination and Special Accommodations,” pp. I-1.

Week 1, 1/10/03-  Introduction to the course, review of skills learned in first year legal research and statute reading, advanced law library orientation, searching the library catalog and databases and advanced internet searching

Additional Resources:  See Bibliography

Week 2, 1/17/03-  Federal and State Legislative History

Required Reading:

Cohen, Morris L. and Kent C. Olson, Legal Research in a Nutshell, Legislative Information, pp. 168-204.

Oklahoma Department of Libraries webpage regarding legislative history in Oklahoma: http://www.odl.state.ok.us/lawinfo/billinfo.htm 

Assignment- 
Assignment one deals with Legislative History and Bill Tracking and is located on the course management system.  Assignment one is due at the beginning of class next week.

Week 3, 1/24/03- Federal and State Administrative Law

Required Reading:

Cohen, Morris L. and Kent C. Olson, Legal Research in a Nutshell, Administrative Law, pp. 206-241.

Explore the following sites for Federal Administrative law resources:

Firstgov Laws and Regulations, accessible from: http://www.firstgov.gov/Topics/Reference_Shelf.shtml#laws 

About the CFR online: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/about-cfr.html#page1 

Federal Register online: http://www.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aces140.html 

Week 4, 1/31/03-
Court Rules and Practice Resources
Required Reading:
Cohen, Morris L. and Kent C. Olson, Legal Research in a Nutshell, Court Rules and Practice, pp. 243-262.

Week 5, 2/7/03-
Introduction to the legal system of the United Kingdom and Discussion of United Kingdom legal research 

Required Reading:

Carter, Sara.  “Guide to the UK Legal System / Update.” available from: http://www.llrx.com/features/uk2.htm#Case%20Law 

Assignment- 
Assignment two deals with UK legal research and is located on the course management system.  Assignment two is due at the beginning of class next week.

Week 6, 2/14/03-
Introduction to International Law, Discussion of Public International Law, Treaty Research when the U.S. is a party

Required Reading-

Reynolds, Thomas H., “Introduction to International Law,” in Accidental Tourist on the New Frontier: An Introduction to Global Legal Research, ed. Rehberg, Jeanne and Radu D. Popa (Littleton: Rothman, 1998) : 113-122.

Jacobstein, Myron J., et. al., Fundamentals of Legal Research (New York : Foundation Press, 1998) : 478 – 489.

Hoffman, Marci, “Researching U.S. Treaties and Agreements.” retrieved from: 

http://www.llrx.com/features/ustreaty.htm 

Week 7, 2/21/03-
International Law- Treaty research when the U.S. is not a party and other treaty research
Required Reading-

Review: Jacobstein, Myron J., et. al., Fundamentals of Legal Research (New York : Foundation Press, 1998) : 478 – 489.

Watson McC. Jill, “Treaties.” ASIL Guide to Electronic Resources for International Law.  Retrieved from: http://www.asil.org/resource/treaty1.htm 

Assignment- 
Assignment three deals with treaty research and is located on the course management system.  Assignment three is due at the beginning of class next week.

Week 8, 2/28/03-
International Law- Customs, General Principles of International Law and the Teachings of Highly Qualified Publicists
Required Reading:

Jacobstein, Myron J., et. al., Fundamentals of Legal Research (New York : Foundation Press, 1998) : 489-503.

Boston University Law Library Guide to Other Sources of International Law: http://www.bu.edu/lawlibrary/research/int/guides/guide_sources.htm  

Assignment- Students must meet with the instructor before the next class period to discuss and receive approval for their pathfinder topic.  Meetings may occur in person or by e-mail.
Week 9, 3/7/03-
International Law- Case Law
Required Reading-

Review the following pages from last weeks reading:

Jacobstein, Myron J., et. al., Fundamentals of Legal Research (New York : Foundation Press, 1998) : 493-499.

Explore Library User Guide No.5 -  International Case Law, available online at: http://www.okcu.edu/law/library/guide_intlcases.asp or in paper from the display in front of the reference office.

Explore the World Legal Information Institute's Case Law Database containing the decisions of national courts at: http://www.worldlii.org/cgi-bin/browse.pl?type=cases   

Explore the ICJ Website:  http://www.icj-cij.org/icjwww/igeneralinformation/icjgnnot.html specifically:  http://www.icj-cij.org/icjwww/igeneralinformation/icjgnnot.html
Assignment- 
Assignment four deals with case law and is located on the course management system.  Assignment four is due at the beginning of class next week.

Week 10, 3/14/03-
International Law- Introduction to Intergovernmental Organizations (IGO’s) Non-governmental Organizations (NGO’s) and the United Nations and European Union
Required Reading-

Explore Boston University Law Library’s webpage “Researching IGO’s,” available at:

http://www.bu.edu/lawlibrary/research/int/guides/guide_igo.htm 

Researching the United Nations, a pathfinder by Marci Hoffman & Mary Rumsey, available at:  http://www.asil.org/resource/un1.htm 

United Nations Documentation: Research Guide available from: http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/resguide/ 

Raisch, Marylin J., “European Union: Basic Legal Sources,” in Accidental Tourist on the New Frontier: An Introduction to Global Legal Research, ed. Rehberg, Jeanne and Radu D. Popa (Littleton: Rothman, 1998) : 187-204.

Explore the website, “European Union in the United States, Legal Research”

http://www.eurunion.org/infores/resguide.htm 

European Union Law: An Integrated Guide to Electronic and Print Research http://www.llrx.com/features/eulaw.htm
Week 11, 3/21/03-

Spring Break

Week 12, 3/28/03-
International Law – Trade: GATT, WTO and NAFTA

Required Reading-
Rehberg, Jeannie, Update to WTO/GATT Resources, retrieved from: http://www.llrx.com/features/wto2.htm  

Duke University School of Law Library NAFTA Research Guide, retrieved from:

http://www.law.duke.edu/lib/ResearchGuides/nafta/naftaframe.html
Explore the web page of the NAFTA Secretariat at:

http://www.nafta-sec-alena.org/english/index.htm
Week 13, 4/4/03- Advanced Westlaw Training
Assignment-  All pathfinders are due at the beginning of class next week, even if you are not presenting your pathfinder until the following week.  Pathfinders must be submitted on diskette or by e-mail to the instructor.  Please inform the instructor if you need resources in addition to a digital projector and power point equipped lap top for your presentation.

Week 14, 4/11/03-

Advanced Lexis Training
Week 15, 4/18/03-

Student Presentations
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