Prof. Ted Tjaden




Bora Laskin Law Library, U Toronto

Law 505 – Advanced Legal Research and Writing for International Law Student

Visit the course Web site.

This course, aimed at graduate and other students who have studied law abroad, provides a brief introduction to the Canadian legal system including the legislative and judicial process. Attention is then given to conducting legal research emphasizing print and online primary and secondary sources of law for Canada, the United States and the United Kingdom. Scholarly legal writing will also be emphasized throughout, including legal citation, the use of plain English in legal drafting and the design and preparation of a law-related thesis. Classes will be a combination of lectures, problem-based group learning, computer lab training and library training. Hands-on training will be provided for using Quicklaw, Westlaw, Lexis, the Internet and other law-related online material.
Evaluation
Students will be evaluated throughout the course on four assignments of approximately 10 - 12 pages each (25% each). Three credits: three hours, first term (M: 9:00 - 10:20; W: 9:00 - 10:20) Max Enrol: 30
Monthly Class Schedule
Set out below is the proposed class schedule at a glance. Click on individual class sessions for readings and more details for that particular class or go directly to the daily class schedule. Classes are Monday and Wednesday, 9:00 am to 10:20 am in Classroom Flavelle A or in the law library computer lab, as indicated.
September 2002
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	2  Labour Day
     (no class)
	3
	4  Introduction 

 
	5
	6

	9  Intro to Canadian Legal System
	10  


 
	11 Legal Research Process 

 
	12
	13

	16 Yom Kippur
      (no class)
	17
	18 Legal Writing and Citation 

 
	19
	20

	23 Effective Use of Books
	24 
 
	25 Effective Use of Journals 

 
	26
	27

	30 Encyclopedias 

 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 October 2002   [top]
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	 
	1
	2  Judicial process 

 
	3
	4

	7  Finding case law
	8
	9  Quicklaw 

 
	10
	11 

Assignment #1 due today: 4:00 pm

	14  Thanksgiving
      (no class)
	15
	16 eCarswell 

 
	17
	18

	21  Legislative process
	22 

 
	23  Legislative research; statutory interpretation 
	24
	25

	28  Lexis 

 
	29
	30  U.K. Legal Research
	30
	 


 November 2002   [top]
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	 
	 
	 
	 
	1 

Assignment #2 due today: 4:00 pm

	
Nov 4 to 8 Reading Week - No Classes

	11  U.S. legal research 
class will stop at 10:15 (to allow for Remembrance Day activities)
	12
	13  Westlaw
	14
	15

	18  [review class]
  

 
	19
	20  Legal Writing (II) 
	21
	22 

 

	25  [library session]  

 
	26
	27  WWW research 
	28
	29 

Assignment #3 due today: 4:00 pm


 December 2002  [top]
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	2  International and foreign legal research  
	3
	4   Interdisciplinary research 

 
	5
	6

	9 - Exams
	10 - Exams 
	11 - Exams 

 
	12 - Exams
	13 - Exams

	16  - Exams
	17 - Exams
	18 - Exams
	19 - Exams

10:00 am = deadline for written work 

Assignment #4 due today: 10:00 am
	 

	Christmas Break


 

