ADVANCED LEGAL RESEARCH

FALL 2002

Sally G. Waters

Phone: 562-7828 (work)

E-mail: waters@law.stetson.edu (can reach me most any time, incl. nights and weekends)
 

Office: in the Library, right off of the Larkin Room; usually either there or at the Reference Desk from 9:30 to 6 on weekdays.

Class meets on Fridays from 1:30 to 3:20 p.m., Library Room 209.  
Overview of class: This class is designed to develop your research skills in using the materials you’re most likely to encounter – or need! – in legal practice.  

· Because of the increasing impact of computers on law practice, we’ll be spending more time on the Internet, but also using LEXIS and  WESTLAW, and some other legal databases. 

· However, because print sources still dominate – and in some instances are better than their computerized counterparts -  we’ll also be looking at print sources of all kinds. 

· We’ll also look at some sources grouped by their content (such as medical and business materials). 

Grading: The class is graded, not pass-fail!  The final grade will be based on three factors:  a major assignment, some small assignments, and your participation in class. 

· Small assignments (actually little problems or problem sets) will be given at intervals during each class, to be completed by designated students who will then describe how they found the answer(s). Some questions might be given at the end of a class, to be completed by and discussed in the next one.  Work on these will count for 10% of the final grade. You can receive help from anyone on these, but you must do the work yourself, and be able to detail how you found the answer (e.g., what index was used, what topic, etc.) 

· Class participation (or lack of!) will count for 5% of your grade.

· Pathfinder: The majority of your grade (85%) will be based on a pathfinder you will write on a topic of your choice. 

· This is an extensively annotated bibliography – not a memo, or seminar paper, but detailed descriptions of the various  sources which someone researching your topic should consult. It will include things such as key cases on your subject, law review articles, secondary sources, treatises, web sites, etc.  

· By the 3d class (Sept. 6), you should have decided on a topic, and I will meet with you during the next week to discuss it. 

· Sample pathfinders from previous semesters will be on reserve in the library within the next week, and I will give you much more information on format and content. 

· The pathfinder must be at least 25 pages long; most will probably run from 25-30 pages.

· The ideal topic is one that you’re interested in which is specific enough to have law and cases devoted to it, but also wide-ranging enough that you can find a wide variety of materials on it. Some topics that have been used in the past, e.g.: liability of a funeral home for mishandling a body; use of bite mark evidence in court; the rights of gays to adopt; and  “extreme defenses” (such as the Twinkie Defense) in court. Think of a topic that will sustain your interest throughout the semester.

· This paper does not meet the writing requirement. 
· Also: No Double Dipping! You cannot write your pathfinder on a topic or issue that you’ve previously covered - or are currently using - for another class, paper, or work assignment.  It must be totally new work product.  



Individual/small group meetings: Because you might want further instruction on sources we’ve discussed in class, or have more questions about using them, I will be available at most any time for meetings with you. To make an appointment for a meeting, either for yourself alone or with others, just send me e-mail or call (the same to cancel or reschedule).  

Also, some meetings may be scheduled throughout the semester outside of the regular class time, such as library tours and appointments regarding pathfinder research. You’ll be given a choice of times to sign up for those.  

Class attendance: Attendance will be taken at each class meeting; you are allowed 2 unexcused absences.  

· Please let me know beforehand if you ever have to leave class early, or will be late arriving! (A message by e-mail or phone prior to class will be fine.)

· Also: keep any cell phones or beepers turned off during class, unless expecting an emergency call! 
Texts: Legal Research Illustrated, 8th ed.


The Internet: Rough Guide 2002
ALWD Citation Manual (for writing the pathfinder).

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES & ASSIGNMENTS

Friday, August 23, 2002: First class. Syllabus, class roll, bad joke; e-mail and mailing lists; should have read chapters 1, 5, 6, and 9 in the Rough Guide before class. 
Sometime in next 2 weeks: take brief (30-45 min.) tour of library. 

Friday, August 30:  Cases! The fun stuff! Skim chapters 3-6 in LRI for class.  
Friday, September 6: Secondary sources. Skim chapters 7, 16, 17, in LRI before class; also, have pathfinder topic ready to hand in, with some explanation regarding what it is and what you hope to cover with it (I only need a sentence or two.)


Meet with me sometime in the next week to discuss your topic.

Friday, September 13: Federal and state legislation. Read chapters 9-11, LRI.
Friday, September 20: Online databases – Internet, including some specific non-legal databases. (See chapter 21, LRI; chapters 4, 7, Rough Guide.) 

Friday, September 27: Online databases – LEXIS. Will meet in computer lab. 

Friday, October 4: Online databases – WESTLAW. Will meet in computer lab. Pathfinder draft due. 

Friday, October 11: Administrative materials and constitutions (chapters 8, 13, LRI). Draft pathfinders returned.

Friday, October 18: Practice manuals, court rules and more (chapters 12, 14, 15, 19 in LRI); general reference sources. 

Friday, October 25: Looseleaf materials and specialized reporters (chapter 12, LRI); international and comparative law (chapter 20, LRI). 

Friday, November 1: Medical, business, and social science sources, both books and online. 

Friday, November 8:  Catchup day for whatever we’ve missed; watch the Cosby tape; and then….oral presentations of pathfinders. 

Week of November 11-15:  Come by some time this week for final consultation re pathfinder. 
Fri., 11/22:
Pathfinders due no later than 4 p.m. (you will be penalized for lateness!) Hand these in to me in the library; you will have your name on the paper (no anonymous grading). 

