
SYLLABUS
ADVANCED LEGAL RESEARCH (3 credits)

Summer 2002

Instructor: Professor Weatherly

Phone: 346-3850

E-mail: kweather@law.uoregon.edu

Office Hours: Wednesdays 3-5 p.m.  

         OVERVIEW

This course is designed for the upper-level law student wishing to refine his/her legal research skills.  LRW provides students with the fundamentals of legal research.  However, one needs to refine these skills in order to be an efficient and effective attorney.  This course will focus mostly on the research of federal law, although state law research will be included.

The course is based upon three premises.  First, legal research is a process, with discrete steps, articulable strategy choices, and discernable standards of excellence.  Second, legal research involves legal reasoning and is a crucial step in legal problem-solving.  Finally, it is only through repeated practice that research skills solidify.

Class time will be spent discussing research types and strategies, and will include frequent trips to the law library.  My goal is to allow class time for students to complete research problem sets and to research their final papers.  Inevitably, some time will be spent outside of class completing research projects, but class time will be allocated for these activities as the course allows.  

Each student will complete a research project on a chosen topic and submit a 10-12 page paper at the end of the class.

TEXT

The text for this course is The Process of Legal Research by Christina L. Kunz, et al., now in its fifth edition.  The book is available from the Court Café.  In addition, short supplemental readings will be handed out by the professor.

WRITING REQUIREMENT

In addition to regular readings and research, you will be required to complete a project designed to improve your legal writing and analysis skills.  In week 4, you will choose a topic which requires federal research, subject to my approval.  The end product will take the form of a 10-12 page paper.  In the paper, you will be expected to summarize your research process, explain the analysis of the authorities found through that research, and apply the law to a client’s situation.  This paper can satisfy the law school’s Basic Writing Requirement.

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION

Attendance will be taken with a sign-in sheet.  You must notify me in advance (by phone, e-mail, or in writing) if you cannot attend a class.  More than 2 unexcused absences will result in the grade being lowered by 4 points per absence.  A student with more than 5 unexcused absences will be dropped without credit from the class. 

GRADES

Your grade will be based on the following:

Problem sets (40 points)

Research paper/presentation (50 points)

Attendance, participation and in-class research exercises (30 points)

Successful completion of this course and satisfactory performance on the research paper will satisfy the Basic Writing Requirement.  This course is worth 3 credits.

SYLLABUS

Week 1
Tuesday, May 28


Kunz chapters 1-3
-Introduction

-Legal authority and research media: Categories of legal research materials and choosing among sources




-Research terms: Legal language, generating terms

Wednesday, May 29


Kunz chapters 4-9
-Secondary sources: Encyclopedias, treatises, periodicals, ALR, and restatements

Thursday, May 30
-Researching on Westlaw

Kunz chapter 10;

Discovering Westlaw 

pp. 31-54 (softbound book to be distributed in class)


Week 2



Monday, June 3
-Case law in paper: Reporters and digests

Kunz chapter 12
-Enacted law: Codes and session laws 




-First problem set assigned (federal codes and session laws)

Tuesday, June 4
-In-class library research

Wednesday, June 5
-Enacted law: Legislative process materials

Kunz chapter 13
-Second problem set assigned (legislative process)

Thursday, June 6
-Introduction to administrative materials

Week 3
Monday, June 10
-Administrative materials: Federal regulations

Kunz chapter 14
-Third problem set assigned (administrative materials)

Tuesday, June 11
-Administrative materials: Agency decisions

Kunz chapter 15

Wednesday, June 12
-Westlaw training




-Fourth problem set assigned

Thursday, June 13
-Discuss research topics and initial research steps

Week 4
Monday, June 17
-Present research paper topics




-Discuss development of an integrated research strategy

Tuesday, June 18
-In-class research

Wednesday, June 19
-Progress reports on topic research




-Review of legal writing skills

Thursday, June 20
-Discussion of research paper analysis




-Outline due

Week 5
Monday, June 24
-Individual conferences and follow-up research on paper topics

Tuesday, June 25
-Individual conferences and follow-up research on paper topics

Wednesday, June 26
-Researching rules of procedure

Kunz chapter 17

Thursday, June 27
-Research papers due




-Present research findings to class




-Course evaluations

