
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1To: Students in Advanced Writing and Research
From: Professor Schairer, Quinnipiac University School of Law

Re: Syllabus, Fall 2002

Advanced Writing and Research builds on and reinforces skills introduced and developed in Legal Skills, namely, close reading of primary and secondary sources, legal analysis, legal research, and legal writing.  

There are two major assignments, one a modified case-comment (scholarly writing) and the second an appellate brief (advocacy writing).  There will be additional research, writing, and other assignments which will lead up to the two major assignments.  A student must satisfactorily complete both major assignments to satisfy the substantial paper component of the advanced writing requirement.  

To give continuity to the class, we will work within one area of the law throughout the semester.  Thus, the two major assignments, and most others, will involve an analysis of the Americans with Disabilities Act (more specifically, what is a disability under the ADA).  Note that the focus in the class is legal analysis, research and writing; this is not an ADA survey class.  However, you will come out of the course with a good deal of useful knowledge about the ADA. 

We will cover book research, research using Westlaw/Lexis, as well as legal research on the web.  We will begin with the legal research sources covered in Legal Skills (statutes, cases, Shepards/Keycite, legal encyclopedias, ALR’s) and then move to more advanced sources: legislative history, administrative law, and advanced secondary sources. 

The required books for the course are as follows:
Elizabeth Fajans & Mary R. Falk, Scholarly Writing for Law Students (2d ed.,              West Group 2000)

Amy E. Sloan, Basic Legal Research, Tools and Strategies (Aspen Law &        Business 2000)

Louis Sirico, Jr. and Nancy L. Schultz, Persuasive Writing for Lawyers and the                              Legal Profession (2d ed., LexisNexis 2001)  

In addition, you must have a copy of either The Blue Book, A Uniform System of Citation (17th edition) or Darby Dickerson, ALWD Citation Manual (Aspen Law  & Business 2000). 
Recommended books: 
It is highly recommended that you have access to a grammar book (such as St. Martin’s) that you like to work with, a good general dictionary, a good legal dictionary such as Black’s, and a good thesaurus.  Plain English for Lawyers, by Richard C. Wydick, is also very useful and practical.  You should still have a copy of this book from Legal Skills.  A legal thesaurus is often useful for legal writing; the law library has some that you can use.  In class, I will give you a list of useful books for legal writers to have on their shelf.  

Recommended website: 
Professor Dailey, the law school writing specialist, has a Writing Center website address: http://faculty.quinnipiac.edu/law/dailey/index.htm.  The website has links to online grammar resources (including St. Martin’s), online reference sources (including dictionaries and a thesaurus), and sites for multilingual writers.   

Course policies and grading:
1.)  I take attendance at the start of class.  Be on time, but don’t risk a car accident to do so.  It is better to be a few minutes late than not to come at all.  If I notice a pattern of lateness with an individual, or if someone walks in well after class has started, I will speak to that person after class. 

2.)  I enforce the law school’s 20% rule for attendance. See the law school’s academic catalogue or me if you have any questions.  I have no responsibility to notify you when you are getting close to that limit.

3.)  Even missing a few classes can have a large impact on your grade, so missing classes for anything less than illness or other emergency is not a good idea.

4.)  If you do know you are going to miss a class, it is your responsibility to let me know ahead of time, or shortly thereafter if letting me know ahead of time is impossible, so I can sit down and talk to you about what you will be missing or have missed, and to give you the assignments and handouts.  

4.)  It is your responsibility to get any assignments that I have handed out in class.  I will not try to track you down to make sure you have gotten the assignment; that is not my responsibility.    I have liberal office hours.  See me there to get an assignment if you have missed a class, or e-mail me.   

5.)   If you are absent from a class, you are still responsible for getting in all assignments on time, unless you get an extension from me. 
6.)  Extensions on assignments are given out for health and other emergencies.   Unless you have gotten an extension from me, I reserve the right to mark down or not accept a late paper.  Computer errors are not an emergency.  Plan ahead.  If you fail to turn in a paper, you will get a zero for that assignment.

7.)  All work you do for the class must be your own.  See the Student Conduct Code pertaining to Violations of the Code.  I enforce the Code. 

8.) To satisfy the substantial paper component of the advanced writing requirement, a student must satisfactorily complete both major assignments.  Thus, I require drafts as you are progressing.   If one or both assignments are below a minimum satisfactory level on the date they are due, you will need to rewrite whichever assignment(s) is below that level, in order to satisfy the advanced writing requirement.  The original grade on the assignment, however, will be the grade that counts in the calculation of the student’s final grade.

9.)  I use check, check-plus and check-minuses for assignments other than the two major ones.  The two major ones will be grades on a scale of 1 to 10, with 5 being minimally acceptable.  The final grade, of course, will be a letter grade.   There is no final exam for this class.
10.)  Here are the relative weights of all assignments:

Assignment




Percentage of final grade
case comment/scholarly paper
  

30

appellate brief




30

draft of scholarly paper



  5

draft of appellate brief



  5

other out-of-class research/writing 

20

assignments

  



any other in class or out of class written  
10

work, preparedness for class, class 

participation, professionalism  


In the classroom:
1.)  Respect the viewpoint and questions of others.

2.)  Raise your hand before speaking.

3.)  Be prepared.

4.)  Participate as much as you are comfortable with – but try to become comfortable with classroom speaking, so that your viewpoint is heard.  Also, if you don’t understand something, you probably aren’t the only one, so ask your question.  I don’t know what may be confusing to the class unless somebody tells me!

5.)  If you haven’t participated in a while, I may call on you to keep you engaged (and make sure you are awake). 






Format of papers
     For consistency, I require all major assignments to be double spaced, using Times New Roman, 12 point type, with one inch margins all around, on 8 ½ x 11 inch paper.  Do not justify the right margin.  Number the pages.  All assignments must conform with the page length requirement I give you for that paper.  I have typed this part of the syllabus on 12 point (NOT 11.5) Times New Roman.  My margins are one inch all around.  I have not justified the right margin. I have double spaced.  If this were a full page, there would be 22 lines of text on the page. (If you can get your page numbers inside your one inch bottom margin, you will have room for 23 lines per page.)   Before you hand in your typed assignments, hold this paper up to the light, with your paper in front of it.  If it does not match up, reformat your paper.  No attempt should be made to reduce or condense the typeface in a manner that would increase the content of the document.   I will hand back any assignment that does not conform to these guidelines.  It then becomes a late paper. . . .

     We will talk in class about the professional responsibilities of lawyers, and will talk about the “ethical” argument each attorney makes when a document looks professional. For example, a judge may question the substance of your argument, and you as a professional,  if your memos contain improper citations, typographical errors, and spelling errors, to name a few common problems.  Thus, in this class the professional appearance of your papers will count toward that paper’s grade.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HERE IS A TENTATIVE OUTLINE OF THE SEMESTER.  I RESERVE THE RIGHT

TO MODIFY IT AS NECESSARY. 
	class / date
	Due for class
	In class 
	Homework

	1.  Aug. 22
	In Sloan, read chs. 1 (Intro), 2 (Search Terms), 6 (Stat. Res.)


	Introduction to & overview of class; pass out info sheet for all to get to me later in week; review of material addressed in reading; statutory analysis 
	keeping research log,  find relevant statute posed by problem;  break down and analyze claim, based on language of statute; update through books and online

TEXT: Sloan chs 4 (Case Res.), 5 (Shep)  

	2.  Aug. 29
	research log; statutory flowchart and analysis 


	discussion of statutes found;  review of case law research; updating through book Shepards and online
	keeping research log, research case law TEXT: Slone, chs 7 (Fed. Legis. His.), 8 (Fed. Adm. Law) research exercises for these areas; Fajans, chs 1 (1-12; 14-16), 2

	3. Sept. 5
	research log; case law analysis; research exercises 


	Discussion of case law found; state and federal legislative history and administrative law discussed; first major writing assignment handed out
	TEXT: Sloan, chs. 3 (Sec. Sources), 9 (Subject Matter res.), 11 (Developing a research plan;  Fajans, reread ch 2, 3, 4, App. A ; choose focus for paper; work on paper

	4. Sept. 12 
	conference to discuss topic and progress of paper


	Westlaw or Lexis lab first hour; then individual conferences  to discuss papers (during remainder of class and other times during week)
	work on paper

	5. Sept. 19
	
	Discussion of secondary sources, including subject matter research;  writing assignment progress
	Fajans, ch 6 (Footnotes); ch. 7 (writing with care)

	6. Sept. 26
	Draft due

	discuss progress of papers; miscellaneous writing matters 
	Fajans, ch 5, 7, 8,9

	7. Oct. 3
	Continue to work on paper


	discuss progress of papers; in class peer feedback;  miscellaneous writing matters
	

	8. Oct. 10
	First major writing assignment due along with research file

	Westlaw or Lexis lab first hour; intro to advocacy and appellate brief writing; appellate brief assignment given out and discussed
	review assignment and begin research for appeal

TEXT: Sloan, ch. 11 (Developing a research plan); Sirico, TBA

	9.  Oct. 17
	research log


	Discuss brief writing; discuss research 
	continue researching; draft outline of brief.

TEXT: Sirico, TBA

	10. Oct. 24
	collect progress so far
	Discuss progress of assignment; writing exercises
	work on brief

	11. Oct. 31
	No class 
	conferences held all week to discuss progress of assignment
	work on brief 

	12. Nov. 7
	Partial draft of brief due (assigned sections)


	writing exercises, discuss progress of assignment
	work on brief

	13. Nov. 14
	Partial draft of brief due (assigned sections)
	discuss progress of assignment; writing exercises; practice oral arguments 
	work on brief; conferences held

	14. Nov. 21
	
	oral arguments
	

	Nov. 26 (Tues.)
	Brief due along with research file
	NO CLASS.  Brief is due on last day of classes, Nov. 26 (Tues.)
	

	
	
	
	







