SYLLABUS FOR ADVANCED LEGAL WRITING
Professor Mary Garvey Algero

Spring 2002

Office : Room 420

Telephone: 861-5675

E-mail: algero@loyno.edu
Course Description

  This course will build on the analytical and writing skills that you developed in the Legal Research and Writing and Appellate Advocacy courses and will provide you with opportunities to sharpen your legal analysis through various types of documents, including a memorandum in support of or in opposition to a motion, a judicial opinion, client opinion letters, and a short scholarly piece.  We will examine legal arguments and will study the conventions and expectations unique to each of the documents you write.  Additionally, you will conduct legal research for the assignments, which should serve to reinforce your researching skills.

Required Texts


Mary Barnard Ray & Barbara J. Cox, Beyond the Basics: A Text for Advanced Legal Writing (West 1991).

Mary Barnard Ray & Jill J. Ramsfield, Legal Writing: Getting it Right and Getting it Written (3d ed. West 2000).

Darby Dickerson, ALWD Citation Manual: A Professional System of Citation (Aspen 2000) OR

A Uniform System of Citation (17th edition).

Additional Required Reading
Heather Meeker, Stalking the Golden Topic: A Guide to Locating and Selecting Topics for Legal Research Papers, 1996 Utah L. Rev. 917.

Eugene Volokh, Writing a Student Article, 48 J. Leg. Educ. 247 (1998).

Eric Paul Belt, Concerned Readers v. Judicial Opinion Writers, 23 U. Mich. J.L. Reform 3 (1990).

Patricia M. Wald, The Rhetoric of Results and the Results of Rhetoric: Judicial Writings, 62 U. Chi. L. Rev. 1371 (1995).

Recommended Text
Elizabeth Fajans & Mary R. Falk, Scholarly Writing for Law Students (West 1995).

Honor Code
The Honor Code, which you have all been given, requires that all students submit only their own individual work.  Plagiarism, or the submission of someone else's work as your own, is unethical and is in violation of the Honor Code.  Additionally, discussion with your classmates and lawyers about the details of your assignments prior to submitting that work is prohibited, unless such discussion is specifically authorized by your professor.  On the other hand, discussion with your professor and the school librarians is encouraged.

Evaluation of Your Work
Your grade in this class will be based on my evaluation of your writing throughout the semester as well as your active participation in in-class assignments.  You may rewrite certain assignments if you receive a grade of C+ or lower, and rewrites will be taken into account in my final evaluation of your performance.  Please note that the practical nature of this course will make class attendance and preparation imperative because you will do some in-class writing exercises.   

Deadlines
Deadlines will be given for each assignment.  All work must be turned in at the assigned time, unless a student has received special permission from the professor to turn the work in at another time.  Grades are subject to a reduction of one-half of a letter grade per day that they are late.

Format of work
Written work should conform to the format discussed in class for that particular type of document and to the standards set forth below.  All work should be typewritten, unless otherwise indicated.  Citations should conform to one of the citation manuals identified for use in the class.
Cover Sheet:
Assignment title 

Student's name

Date

Professor=s name

Paper:

8 2" x 11", unless otherwise indicated

Margins:
The typed material on each page must be left justified, with one-inch margins on both sides, top, and bottom.

Type:

Typewritten, CG Times or Times New Roman, 12 point typeface

Double spaced, except block quotes (see citation manual).

Binding:
Staple in upper left-hand corner; do not use any cardboard or plastic covers.

Pagination:
Number each page of text, except for your cover sheet and page 1.  Numbers should be centered at the bottom margin.  Numbering on correspondence will vary from this guideline.

