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Welcome to Advanced Legal Writing.  The purpose of this class is to provide you with an opportunity to enhance your writing skills.  Therefore, you will do a lot of writing and editing for this class.  Because you will have an assignment due almost every week of the semester, it is critical that you attend class regularly, and submit assignments on time.  We will maintain a rapid pace.

You will produce a variety of writings, with different audiences, purposes and formats.  Assignments for the class will also include some oral presentations and in-class editing exercises.  We expect that all written work submitted for the class will be thoroughly edited and proof-read to eliminate typographical and basic writing errors, and that all citations will be consistent with the requirements set out in the Seventeenth Edition of the Bluebook.  We also expect that you will be thoroughly prepared for class discussions, exercises, and presentations.

This course will be challenging and will require a lot of your time and energy.  It will also be rewarding, and, we hope, enjoyable, as we work together over the course of the semester and you begin to see your hard work pay off in the form of improved writing skills.

The following is a list of assignments for the semester:

Editing Exercise

Objective Memorandum

Client Letter

Letter to the Editor

Drafting Exercise

Appellate Brief, Version 1

Appellate Brief, Version 2

Creative Writing Product

   and Presentation

We will grade each assignment on a Pass/Fail/Honors basis.  You will be given an opportunity to rewrite any assignment on which you receive a failing grade.

Course Texts
Bryan A. Garner, Legal Writing in Plain English (2001)

Margaret Z. Johns, Professional Writing for Lawyers (1998)

Class 1: January 8

Introduction to the course

Clarity, precision, editing exercises

Assignment 1: Edit impeachment order

Class 2: January 15

tc \l1 "Class 2: January 15Discussion of editing exercise

Review of office memo format

Discussion of memo assignment

Assignment 2: Objective Memorandum(bring your research and an outline of your memo to the next class.  The memo is due on February 5.  Bring two copies of a draft of the memo to class on January 29.

tc \l1 "Class 3: January 22

tc \l1 "Class 3: January 22Discussion of memorandum

Class 4: January 29

tc \l1 "Class 4: January 29Peer editing of memorandum

Discussion of client letter

Assignment 3: Rewrite memorandum in light of peer edits and optional meeting with professor.  The memo is due in the next class, February 5. 

Assignment 4: Draft client letter

tc \l1 "Class 5: February 5

tc \l1 "Class 5: February 5Review of client letters

Discussion of drafting legal documents

Assignment 5: Drafting exercise

Class 6:  February 12

tc \l1 "Class 6:  February 12Negotiation

tc \l1 "Class 7: February 19

tc \l1 "Class 7: February 19Bar Examination Writing

Assignment 6: Find a fine example of persuasive writing from any source.  Bring it to the next class and be prepared to explain why it is persuasive.

Class 8: February 26

tc \l1 "Class 8: February 26The shift to persuasion

Assignment 7: In next class, submit your proposal for your creative project. 

Assignment 8: Draft a letter to the editor of a newspaper, magazine or journal on topic of your choosing.  Bring to next class for peer editing and then submit to the publication.

Spring Break: March 5

tc \l1 "Spring Break: March 5
Class 9: March 12

tc \l1 "Class 9: March 12Peer editing of Op Ed pieces

Submit proposal for your creative project and sign up for presentation date.

Class 10: March 19

tc \l1 "Class 10: March 19Discussion of appellate brief assignment 

Assignment 10: Appellate Brief(first draft due April 1 to Ms. Szalla in Rm. 311(bring your research to share in class on March 26.
Assignment 11: Prepare your theory of the case and begin your research, and be prepared to discuss both in the next class.

Class 11: March 26

tc \l1 "Class 11: March 26Discussion of theory and research for the brief

Analysis for the appellate brief

Class 12: April 2

tc \l1 "Class 12: April 2No class-meet with professor about the brief

Assignment 12: Final draft of brief due 1 week after your meeting with your professor

Class 13:  April 9

tc \l1 "Class 13:  April 9Creative project presentations

Class 14:  April 16

tc \l1 "Class 14:  April 16Creative project presentations

