
SYLLABUS: WRITING IN LAW PRACTICE
Spring 2002
PROFESSOR SUSAN HANKIN

shankin@law.umaryland.edu

Room 160
410-706-7737
Course Meetings: Wednesdays, 10:10 - 12:00 in Room 4.

Texts:
Mary Barnard Ray and Barbara J. Cox, Beyond the Basics: A Text for Advanced Legal Writing (West 1991) (R&C); 

Supplemental Course Materials (CM).

Week 1
Jan. 16:
Course Introduction; Introduction to Litigation: Drafting Pleadings
READINGS:
R&C, Chapter 11

ASSIGNED: 
Draft Complaint 1 

Week 2


Jan. 23:
Introduction to Commenting; Writing as a Process; Rewriting the Complaint
READINGS:
R&C, Chapters 1, 2; Sommers Article (CM)

DUE:
Complaint 1, first draft

ASSIGNED:  Rewrite Complaint 1

Week 3 

Jan. 30:
Working with Statutes: Techniques of Interpretation
READINGS:
R&C, Chapter 3; Yankoskie v. Lenker (CM)

DUE:
Complaint 1, final draft

ASSIGNED:  Research PA Statute; outline ( or Abrief@) provisions

Week 4


Feb 6:

Preparing for the Client Interview; Understanding the Statute
READINGS: Lawyering for and with the Client (CM); 

Meeting the Client (CM); Preliminary Evaluation of Statutes (CM)

DUE:
Outline (or Abrief@) of PA Statute

ASSIGNED: Prepare Questions for Client Interview

Week 5


Feb. 13 

Gathering Facts: Interviewing the Client; Writing a Simple Memo
READINGS:
R&C, Chapter 6, pp. 101-115

DUE:
Questions for Client Interview

ASSIGNED:  Memo 1 Assignment 



Week 6


Feb. 20:
Rewriting and Revising the Simple Memo
READINGS:
Material on Commenting (CM)

DUE:
Memo 1, first draft

ASSIGNED:  Written comments on another student=s memo draft 

 Week 7


Feb. 27:
Recognizing Effective Memos: What Works and Why; 

Reviewing Case Analysis
READINGS: Sample  Memos (Handout); Case Comparison Handout;

The Memorandum of Law: Checklist for Rewriting and Revising (CM) 

DUE:
Comments on memo drafts

ASSIGNED: Rewrite Memo 1

Week 8
March 6:
Awareness of Audience:  Writing to Lawyers vs. Writing to Clients
READINGS:
R&C, Chapters 14 &15 

DUE:
Memo 1, final draft

ASSIGNED:
Rewrite Memo 1 as Advice Letter to client;

Memo 2 Assignment

Week 9


March 13:
Critical Reading: Reacting to Advice Letters as the Client;
Writing the Complex Memo: Reviewing Research Strategy & Writing Process
READINGS:
Review R&C, Chapter 2; Legal Research Excerpt; (CM)

DUE:
 Advice Letter

ASSIGNED:
Comment on Advice Letter

 Week 10


March 20:
Writing the Complex Memo: Organizing the Discussion Section
READINGS:
R&C, Chapter 7, 128-140; Chapter 9, 197- 214 (top)

DUE:
Comments on Advice Letter; Research and Outline (or organization chart) for Memo 2 due 3/18 by 5:00 p.m.
 Week 11


March 27:
NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK
 Week 12


April 3:
Oral Reporting on the Memo 2 Assignment
READINGS:
Excerpt on Oral Presentation (CM)

DUE:  Memo 2, first draft

ASSIGNED:  Written comments on another student's memo draft 

Week 13


April 10:
Oral Reporting on Memo 2 -- Continued
DUE:
 Comments on Memo 2

ASSIGNED: Rewrite Memo 2 
Week 14



April 17:
Reviewing Complaint Drafting: Strategies and Techniques
READINGS:
R&C, Review Chapter 11; Chapter 12

DUE:
Memo 2, final draft

ASSIGNED: Draft Complaint based on Memo 2


Week 15


April 24:
Moving From Predictive to Persuasive Writing:

Audience and Purpose Revisited; Persuasive Questions Presented
READINGS:
 R&C, Chapter 6, pp. 115-121; Chapter 10, pp. 221-243

DUE:
 Complaint based on Memo 2


ASSIGNED: Persuasive Questions Presented (in-class writing assignment) and Argument Summary 

Week 16


May 1:
Reviewing the Writing Process
DUE:
 Argument Summary 

Assignments and Grading:  
Weekly reading assignments should be completed prior to the seminar for which they are assigned.  Readings assigned in the syllabus may be supplemented by additional handouts.

All writing assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Please make sure your name and the date appear on the front page.  Unless otherwise specified, please bring two copies of each assignment to class.  Please retain a copy for yourself.

Your grade will be based on all the writing you do for this course, including your first drafts and your written comments on other students' papers.  

Late completion of assignments will have a significant negative impact on your grade.  If an illness or emergency prevents timely submission of your work, please notify as soon as you can, before the assignment is due. 

Regular class attendance is required.   I expect that you will not miss any class sessions.  If an illness or emergency prevents you from attending a class, please make every effort to notify me in advance. Your participation in the seminar will count toward your grade.  

