QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

ADVANCED WRITING AND RESEARCH (Fall 2001) -- Prof. Pocock


SYLLABUS

Course Description and Goals
This course reviews and develops writing, research, and analytical skills introduced in the first year of law school.  The writing component aims

· to give students further practice in objective and persuasive legal writing and in large- and small-scale organization in writing;

· to teach students to diagnosis language and style problems and to edit their own writing; and

· to introduce students to the appellate brief.

The research component aims

· to introduce students to researching rules, regulations, basic legislative history, and other legal sources;

· to develop student proficiency in use of computer databases, such as Lexis and Westlaw; and

· to acquaint students with legal research on the Internet, familiarizing them with some of the basic Internet legal databases.

Both the writing and research exercises aim to give students further practice in legal analysis.

Books
Required
Carole C. Berry, Effective Appellate Advocacy: Brief Writing and Oral Argument (2d ed. 1999) (hereinafter ABerry@).

Board of Student Advisers, Harvard Law School,  Introduction to Advocacy: Research, Writing, and Argument (6th ed. 1996) (AAdvocacy@). 

J. Myron Jacobstein et al., Legal Research Illustrated (7th ed. 1998) (AJacobstein@). 

Joseph M. Williams, Style: Ten Lessons in Clarity and Grace (6th ed. 1999) (AWilliams@).

Richard C. Wydick, Plain English for Lawyers (4th ed. 1998) (AWydick@).

The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (17th ed. 2000) (ABB@).

SurfLess Find More! Law Quickly & Easily on the Internet (2001).

Books (cont=d)

Recommended
I am not requiring a general reference grammar book; however, you may find it helpful to consult, as necessary, either (i) Andrea Lunsford & Robert Connors,  The New St. Martin=s Handbook (1999) or (ii) Andrea Lunsford & Robert Connors, The Everyday Writer: A Brief Reference (1997) (both used in Legal Skills over the past three years).  Note that my Writing Problems Handout gives page references to the former with respect to specific points.

General Comments
Please complete the reading assignments indicated in the syllabus before attending the classes for which they are listed.  In addition to the materials listed, other handouts and exercises will be distributed in class, as necessary.  I will tell you in class, from week to week, what specific exercises, if any, you should prepare from our various readings.  

Assigned prior to first class:  Readings: Advocacy, 29-38 & 136-55 (Appendix D); sample memo in handout, available in Distribution Center.

Note: The Final Exam for the class is scheduled for Friday, Dec. 14, beginning at 1:30 p.m. See pages 6-7 of this syllabus for further information on the Final Exam.

Week 1 -- Classes of August 21 and 23 
Introduction to Class; review of (1) organization of legal analysis; (2) format of office memoranda; and (3) basic sentence structure.  Office Memo assignment out, due Tues., Sept. 4. 

Week 2 -- Classes of August 28 and 30
Sentence structure; basic writing problems; review of case law and statutory research in books and online; BB review.

Readings: Jacobstein, 480-502; Writing Problems Handout (distributed in class); read or skim, as necessary, Advocacy, 78-100, for a review of BB principles.

NOTE: Anyone needing to review case law reporters and the digest system can refer to Jacobstein, 22-109, but these pages are not assigned reading.

Week 3 -- Classes of September 4 and 6

DUE in class Tues., Sept. 4: Office memorandum, two copies. 
Writing and editing; continued review of research process.  Short research assignment out (R1), due Tues., Sept. 11. 

Readings: Advocacy, 12-28; Williams, Ch. 3 (41-67); Wydick, 25-27.

Week 4 -- Classes of September 11 and 13
DUE in class Tues., Sept. 11: Short research assignment (R1).
Federal administrative law sources; writing and editing; client letter form.  Client letter assignment out (R2), based on administrative law research, due Thurs., Sept. 20.

Readings: Jacobstein, 240-85;  Williams, Appendix A (251-72); Wydick, 85-107 (punctuation).

Week 5 -- Class of Thursday, September 20  (No day classes meet on Sept. 18.)

DUE in class: Client letter (administrative law assignment) (R2).  Note: It is likely that a rewrite of a small section of the office memorandum will also be due this week.

State regulations; research on the Internet; begin federal legislative process. 

Readings: Jacobstein, 504-12 & 141-70.

Week 6 -- Class of Tuesday, September 25  (No classes meet on Sept. 27.)

Sources of federal legislative history; first editing quiz.  State regulation research assignment out (R3), due Oct. 4. 

Readings: Jacobstein, 171-210. 

Week 7 -- Classes of October 2and 4 
DUE in class Thurs., Oct. 4: State regulation research (R3), a revision of the client letter, incorporating state regulation research. 
Writing and editing; federal legislative history; state legislative history.  Federal legislative research assignment out (R4), due Thurs., Oct. 11.

Readings: Jacobstein, 211-24; Williams, Ch. 4 (68-96); Wydick, 29-34.  

Week 8 -- Classes of October 9 and 11 
DUE in class Thurs., Oct. 11: Federal legislative research assignment (R4).
The appellate brief; standard of review; writing and editing.  Appellate brief problem out (outline of research, due Thurs., Oct. 25; appellant=s brief, due Mon., Nov. 5; appellee=s brief, due Mon., Dec. 3). 

Readings: Berry, 1-39; Williams, Ch. 7 (139-64).

Week 9 -- Classes of October 16 and 18 
Writing and editing; writing persuasively; second editing quiz. 

Readings:  Advocacy, 1-11, 39-56; Berry, 40-72.

Week 10 -- Classes of October 23 and 25 
DUE in class Thurs., Oct. 25: Outline of research for appellate brief problem.
Discussion of outlines and of actual briefs (structure and persuasive value); writing and editing.

Readings: Berry, 73-109; Williams, ch. 8 (165-90). 

Week 11 -- Classes of October 30 and November 1 
Legal research on the Internet; appellate briefs; writing and editing.

Readings: Advocacy, 157-73 (Brief); Berry, Appendix C (Brief for Petitioner); Williams, ch. 9 (191-216).

Week 12 -- Classes of November 6 and 8 
DUE Mon., Nov. 5, by 10 a.m. under the door of Prof. Pocock=s office: Appellant=s Brief, two copies. 
Post-mortem on appellant=s briefs; writing and editing;  Research assignment out (R5), due Tues., Nov. 13.

Readings: Williams, ch. 5 (97-117).

Week 13 -- Classes of November 13 and 15 
DUE in class Tues., Nov. 13: Research assignment (Internet research) (R5).
Looseleaf services; writing and editing; discussion of appellee=s position.  CCH research assignment out (R6), due Tues., Nov. 20.  

Readings: Berry, 110-21; Jacobstein, 286-302; Williams, ch. 6 (118-35).

Week 14 -- Class of Tuesday, November 20 (No classes meet on Nov. 22, Thanksgiving.)

DUE in class: Research assignment (CCH) (R6).
Appellee=s brief; review of writing and editing; optional conferences on applying learning from appellant=s brief to appellee=s brief.

Readings: Advocacy, 174-90 (Brief); Berry, Appendix D (Brief for Petitioner).

Week 15 -- Classes of November 27 and 29 
Questions re brief; writing and editing; third editing quiz.

Readings: None.

Week 16 B Class of Monday, December 3 (Classes meet on a Thursday schedule; last day classes are held.)
DUE in class: Appellee=s Brief (with a Tables of Contents), two copies. 
Fri., Dec. 14, 1:30 p.m. 

Final Exam.  Exam will last from two and one-half to three hours.

Course Policies
Attendance
Pursuant to the Law School=s attendance policy, which will be enforced in this class, any student constructively or actually absent from 20% or more of the class hours will be administratively withdrawn from the course with a grade of F.  

Classes will begin promptly; please make every effort to arrive on time.  An excessively late arrival can constitute a constructive absence.

Grading
To satisfy the substantial paper component of the advanced writing requirement, a student must satisfactorily complete both the appellant=s and appellee=s briefs for the appellate brief assignment.  If a student=s average grade on both of the briefs is below a satisfactory level, the student will be obliged, after the conclusion of the semester, to rewrite the appellee=s brief until it is in satisfactory form.  (It is the original grade on appellee=s brief, however, that counts in the calculation of a student=s final grade.)

Major graded assignments, including research assignments, will be marked on a scale of 1 to 10.  Other assignments will be marked on a check basis.  (I use the categories check-plus, high check, check, low check, and check-minus.)  Your final grade for the course will be a letter grade.

Assignment




Percentage of Final Grade
Office Memorandum




10

Appellant=s Brief




20

Appellee=s Brief




25

Research assignments (R1-6)



25

Other written work, including in-class

10

assignments, quizzes, and class participation

Final exam





10

Please note: the final exam is a writing exercise.  In form, it will be similar to the Multistate Performance Test (MPT) that some states include as part of the bar exam.  You will be given a case file, presenting a legal problem, and a source library (copies of a limited number of relevant cases, statutes, etc.).  You will need to read the problem and the relevant law and then write your answer in the form requested (e.g., client letter, predictive memorandum, brief, etc.)  You will have either two and one-half or three hours for the exam.  (The MPT allows ninety minutes, so I am being generous in the time I=m allotting to you.)  The exam is not really a test for which you can cram or for which you need to study during the reading and exam period: it simply calls into play all that you have learned about legal writing in the course and in law school. 

Standards for Written Work
Unless otherwise indicated, all assignments must be legibly typewritten or computer-printed and doubled-spaced on 8 2 x 11 inch paper.  Each page should contain no more than 28 lines of standard size (12 point type) B in other terms, approximately 250-60 words per page, with page margins of 1" on all sides.  

Penalties on grades on the writing assignments are assessed according to the following rules.  For each day a paper is overdue, the grade for that paper will be reduced by one-half point for work graded on a ten-point scale and by one step for work graded on a check basis (e.g., a grade of a check would fall to a low check, a grade of low check would fall to a check-minus).  A paper is a day late if it is late by one hour or more: e.g., if the assignment is due at noon, penalties accrue beginning at 1:00 p.m. on that date.  Similar deductions will apply for failure to respect page limitations.  Failure to turn in an assignment results in a grade of zero. 

Keep in mind that your work must be your own.  Plagiarism violates the Student Conduct Code (ACode@) of the Student Discipline Committee.  Similarly, mutilating or writing in library sources, taking them from the library without charging them out at the Circulation Desk, or hiding them in the library also violates the Code.  In consideration of your fellow students, please reshelve all materials you use promptly and correctly when you have finished with them.  If you have any questions about what is or is not allowed, please consult the Code or ask me. 

