DRAFTING

COURSE SYLLABUS
Professor Judith Fischer
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	I.  Course Objectives

            This course will provide practical experience in drafting some common kinds of legal documents.  By the end of the course, you will have

A. learned general principles of good drafting;

B. drafted a variety of legal documents;

C.  received both your classmates' and my feedback


about the documents you have drafted; and

      



        D.  compiled samples of documents to use as forms.

II.  Textbooks

Required texts are Barbara Child, Drafting Legal Documents (2d ed. 1992), and Mary B. Ray and Barbara J. Cox, Beyond the Basics (1991).


Useful but optional reference books are Richard C. Wydick, Plain English for Lawyers (4th ed. 1998), and John C. Hodges et al., eds., Harbrace College Handbook (11th ed. 1990).

III.  Assignments

The class schedule lists reading assignments and due dates for written assignments.  Some of the assignments will be graded; they are listed below.  The course will also include several in-class, ungraded exercises written in a workshop atmosphere.   The drafts listed on the schedule will not be turned in to me, but will be brought to class, where you can receive both my comments and those of your classmates.  The class schedule also mentions examples; I will ask for volunteers to bring them to class.


The course will culminate with a portfolio, in which you will put the original and your re-written versions of the following assignments: a letter, two wills and related documents, a complaint, an answer, sets of interrogatories and jury instructions, and a negotiated contract.  The portfolio will be due in two installments, as noted on the schedule.    


This is a course in drafting, not researching; therefore, you are not required to locate resources I have not given you or cited for you, although you are permitted to do so.


Each assignment must be typed and double-spaced on one side of the page only.  Keep a copy of each assignment that you hand in.  Papers to be graded, plus the letter and the litigation documents, will be turned in anonymously.  Each such paper is due by 10:00 a.m. on the date specified on the class schedule.

IV.  Late policy

Late papers will be docked three grade increments (3/10 of a letter grade) for each day or portion of a day.   Late time accrues every day, including weekends and holidays, whether or not school is in session; if your paper is late and I am not available to accept it, you must find a law school faculty member or staff person to sign and acknowledge the time of receipt.

V.  Grading 


a. The following assignments will be graded:



Assignment                    Percent of Final Grade

Wills and related documents              30%


Complaint                                
30%


Contract                                 

20%


Negotiated contract                      
10%


Portfolio                                

10%


b.  Standards


You will be graded on both the substance and the form of your documents. 


In evaluating substance, I will not be looking for a single "right" way of drafting a document.  Rather, I will evaluate the overall success of your document at achieving the client's stated objectives.  I will consider accuracy in applying both the facts and the law, and I will also consider the items on Child's checklist if her book provides one for the assignment.  


In evaluating form, I will consider organization, any format requirements or guidelines for the particular type of document, general grammatical and stylistic guidelines, and the guidelines provided in Child's chapters 7-11.


The portfolio will be graded on the quality of your revisions and on the portfolio's usefulness as a form book.  Thus I will consider 1) your careful attention to revisions in light of the comments on your original documents and the discussions of common errors in class, and 2) the clarity and thoroughness of each revised document.


c.  Final grade computation


Each graded assignment will receive a letter grade.  At the end of the course, I will weight these grades as shown above and calculate each student's average. 


Your attendance, preparation, and participation are crucial to the success of this class.  Excellent preparation and participation can earn you up to three additional grade increments (13/10 of a letter grade.)    I also reserve the right to lower your grade for any of the following reasons: chronic, unexplained absenteeism; failure to turn in any assignment (whether graded or ungraded); consistent lack of preparation; and inadequate participation in class exercises and discussions. 

VI.  Plagiarism and Collaboration Policy

Our first class project will be to draft a plagiarism and collaboration policy for the course.

VII.  Conferences and appointments.


  I have not scheduled required conferences for this course, but I encourage you to stop and see me at any time with questions or concerns.  I do ask that any questions pertaining to a pending graded assignment be asked in class so all students have the same information.  After I have returned a graded assignment, you may of course see me to review it in detail.   If you wish, you may schedule an appointment to see me.  My office telephone number is [**].
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	Date
I.  Introduction

8/23

8/25

8/30

9/1

II.  Will Unit
9/6

9/8

9/13

9/20

9/22


	Read Before Class
Child, Introduction

Ray, Introduction and ch. 2

Child, skim chs. 7, 11

Ray, chs., 14, 15

Child, ch. 9

Child, pp. 109-11 and ch. 6; Ray, ch. 16

Interview client re will

No class meeting

Will writing; questions to client

Workshop re will
	Topic
Introduction

Style; letters

Letters (in-class exercise)

Style

Wills
	Assignment Due
Letter – final draft

Bring examples of wills.

Will – draft

Will; Durable Power of Attorney’ Living Will

	II.  Litigation Unit

9/27

9/29

10/4

10/6

10/11

10/13

10/24

10/25

10/27

11/1

11/3

IV.  Contract Unit
11/8


	Child, pp. 7-9 and ch. 1;

Ray, ch. 11

Skim Rules of Civil Procedure and local rules

Child, ch. 3; skim ch. 2

Ray, pp. 272-74; skim ch. 12

Ray, ch. 13

Ray, ch. 4

Child, Ch. 4; Ray, ch. 5
	Complaints; assign complaint

Complaints; court rules

Complaints

Workshop on Complaints

No class meeting

No class meeting

Pick up graded complaint

Answers – answer classmates’ complaints

Interrogatories: draft interrogatories in class

Jury instructions

No class meeting

Contracts
	Bring examples of complaints.

Bring examples of answers and your complaint to exchange.

Bring examples of interrogatories.

Portfolio containing documents to date

Bring examples of contracts.

	11/10

11/15

11/17

11/22

11/29

12/1

V.  Conclusion

	Review Child, chs. 7-11
	Interview client re contract

Contracts

Contracts

No class meeting

Negotiate agreement with opposing counsel

No class meeting

Topic selected by class
	Final portfolio due
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