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Required Texts:

· Theresa J. Reid Rambo & Leanne J. Pflaum, LEGAL WRITING BY DESIGN:  A GUIDE TO GREAT BRIEFS AND MEMOS (2001).

· Brian A. Garner, THE WINNING BRIEF:  100 TIPS FOR PERSUASIVE WRITING IN TRIAL AND APPELLATE COURTS (1996).

Reserve Readings:

· Toni Murphy & Carol Briggs-Erickson, ENVIRONMENTAL GUIDE TO THE INTERNET (4th ed. 1998).

· Columbia Law Review Association, THE BLUEBOOK:  A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF CITATION (17th ed. 2000).

· Sample United States Supreme Court Briefs

WEEK 1 -- Course Overview / Introduction to Appellate Advocacy  (Jan. 10)
Assignment:  1.   Skim R & P, Chapters 19 and 20.


          2.   Read Garner, pp. 1-25

2. Read the record.

3. Prepare “theory of the case” for Wisconsin.

WEEK 2 – Framing the Issues / Developing a Theory of the Case (Jan. 17)


Assignment:  1.  Read R & P, Chapter 23.



          2.  Read Garner, pp. 47-50, 67-79.



          3.  Conduct research.  

WEEK 3 – Statutory Research / Specialized Environmental Research (Jan. 24)

  Guest Speaker:  Prof. Hays Butler (Looseleafs / Treatises / Journals)

Assignment:   1.  Read R & P, Chapter 21.

2.  Read Brian J. Foley & Ruth Anne Robbins, Fiction 101:  A Primer for Lawyers on How to Use Fiction Writing Techniques to Write Persuasive Facts Sections, 32 Rutgers L.J. 459 (2001).

WEEK 4 – Drafting a Persuasive Statement of the Case (Jan. 31)

  Guest Speaker:  Prof. Ruth Anne Robbins (Applying Rutgers article to our problem)


Assignment:
1.  Read Garner, pp.26-39



            2.  Read R & P, Chapters 24, 26, and 29.

WEEK 5 – Structuring Statutory Analysis / Writing the Argument (Feb. 7)


Assignment:
 Read Garner, pp. 93-113, 136-142

WEEK 6 – Conferences on Preliminary Drafts (No Class) (Feb. 14)

Assignment:
1.  Read Garner, pp. 343-346, 377-382

WEEK 7 – Writing the Argument – Microstructure (Feb. 21)

Assignment:
1.  Read R & P, Chapter 25.




2.  Read Garner, pp. 253-277

WEEK 8 – Writing the Argument – Policy Arguments / Counter Analysis (Feb. 21)

Assignment:
1.  Read R & P, Chapter 30.

2. Skim Garner, pp. 145-249.

WEEK 9 – Other Parts of the Brief / Citation (Mar. 7)


Assignment:
Read Garner, pp. 253-277.

WEEK 10 – Editing and Polishing / Formatting (Mar. 14)

Assignment:
Read R & P, Chapter 28.

WEEK 11 – Spring Break (Mar.  21)
WEEK 12 – Oral Argument – Preparation and Delivery  (Mar. 28) 


Assignment:  Practice oral arguments.

WEEK 13 – Conferences on Annotated First Draft of Brief (Apr. 4) 

Assignment:  Prepare final appellate brief.

WEEK 14 – Final Arguments (No class) (Apr. 11)

WEEK 15 – Course Evaluations / Debriefing (Apr. 18)

Important Dates:


Conference with TA on Research Outline – Week of January 28 


Conference with Prof. On Preliminary Draft – Week of February 11


Oral Arguments – Week of April 8

Due Dates:


First Draft Appellate Brief -- March 26 at 5:00 p.m.


Final Appellate Brief – April 24 at 5:00 p.m.

Grading:

Final Appellate Brief

60%

Annotated Draft

20%

Oral Argument

10%

Class Participation

10%

Rules:

The work for this course will be governed by the Rules of the United States Supreme Court, except as provided by the assignment instructions distributed or discussed in class.  All assignments must be completed by the dates specified in the syllabus.  Extensions on deadlines may be granted only in the event of a valid family or medical emergency.
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