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ABW Fall 2002 Course Description and Syllabus 
Ruth Anne Robbins





Teaching Assistant:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
ruthanne@camden.rutgers.edu



Daniel Hanifin (3L evening)

Office 201  (856) 225-6456




dhanifin@mindspring.com
______________________________________________________________________________________
Required Materials
:

-Textbook: 
Teresa J. Reid and Leanne J. Pflaum, Legal Writing by Design, A Guide to Great Briefs and Memos (Carolina Academic Press, 2001).

-Manual:
Ruth Anne Robbins and Brian J. Foley, ABW Manual (duplicated manual available through bookstore, 2002).
-Style book:
Bryan A. Garner, The Redbook, A Manual of Legal Style (West Pub., 2002)
______________________________________________________________________________________
Assignment Weights:


Final Brief (due last day of class):
80%


All other assignments/participation:
20% aggregate*

*The other assignments, including drafts, are ungraded but mandatory.  In order to receive the full 20% you must simply submit the ungraded assignments on time and with a true “best effort.”  You should also attend scheduled conferences.

Required Attendance: Must Attend per Rule 3.8
This course is participatory and adheres to the attendance policy set out in Rule 3.8 of the Rutgers-Law Academic Rules and Regulations.  That policy translates into only one permitted absence for any reason (2 credit course = 2 hours allowed absence = one class meeting).  I reserve the right to reduce your grade if you have excessive absences.  Obviously, this is only a rule and not set in stone when circumstances suggest clemency.  

This course is also considered a practice course, and in that vein, you are held to the same standards of professionalism as any other attorney. 

A note on email:  Please do not email drafts or final versions of documents without advance permission.  The reason is cost—of paper (and trees) and ink.  If there is a legitimate reason to email a document, I promise not to be arbitrary in denying the request.  *For your own protection and peace of mind, if you do have permission and email a document make sure you independently confirm that I have received it.  

______________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
First Day Assignment:  



Reading:
Manual: APrinciples v. Rules@ materials,

   
Appendix A (Sample trial briefs)

Text: 
Chapter 20.3 (pgs 343-48)


And Chapter 1 from pages 9-33

______________________________________________________________________________________

Class #1


Introduction to the course 
Tuesday, August 27th 

Guiding Principles of Legal Writing (Goal, Reader, User-Friendly)
Assigned:  
Diagnostic “Autumn Leaves” Trial Brief 

Materials in Appendix B (6 pages max)

**Due Tuesday, September 3rd**

Reading:
Text: Ch. 2,4,5 (5.4-5.5 pages 98-114).

______________________________________________________________________________________

Class #2



Legal Argument Part 1
Tuesday, September 3rd

$Structure of an argument/ developing an outline





$Understanding the ultimate question: 

-Situations requiring you to apply known rules to new facts





 -Situations requiring you to prove the rule itself 

$Dealing with cases, even the adverse authorities

Reading: 
Manual: Legal argument materials 

Text:  
Ch. 24, 25

Assigned: 
Appellate Brief Legal Argument Rewrite (10-15 pgs max)

Materials in Appendix C of Manual





**Due Tuesday, September 17thh**


Due: 

Diagnostic Trial Brief “Autumn Leaves”

______________________________________________________________________________

Class #3



Legal argument Part 2

Tuesday, September 10th
$Policy and Equity Arguments

$Strategizing the approach: it’s all about the Reader.

$Writing about Rule Synthesis: Variations on a theme of CRAC

$Writing about reported cases



$Putting it all together
Reading: 
Manual: Legal argument materials 

Text: Ch. 6**(key chapter)
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Class #4



Legal Argument Part 3
Tuesday, September 17th 



Due: 
Appellate Brief Legal Argument Rewrite

______________________________________________________________________________________


Class #5



No Class
Tuesday, September 24th

Conferences on Legal Arguments 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Class #6



Crafting Your Story: The Facts 
Tuesday, October 1st 

$Character, Conflict, Resolution, Point of View




$Organizing your story
Assigned: 
Facts Rewrite (3-5 pgs)

(from something you previously wrote; also attach copy of original version) 

**Due Tuesday, October 22nd  **

Reading: 
Manual: Facts materials 

Text: Ch. 21 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Class #7


Facts, Part 2
Tuesday, October 8th 

$Strategic writing and word choices
$Researching facts using the web – Guest Speaker
Assigned:
Researching Unpopular Client Exercise (1 page)

Instructions in Manual and will be clarified in class.




**Due 48 hours before facts conference **
Assigned:
Draft of final brief  (get going on the research and outlining) 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Class #8
Facts Part 3   **Class meets in 4th Floor Computer Lab

Tuesday,  October 15th 
 
$Researching facts using Nexis – Guest Speakers




$Relevance to the final brief

$Polishing

$Fact Ethics

Reading: 
Manual: Facts materials 




Text: Ch. 3,11

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Class #9

 
Facts Part 4 (wrap-up)
Tuesday,  October 22nd 


Discussion of Final Brief
$Q&A and strategizing about the last brief

$This means you should have completed the research and begun outlining
Due: 
Facts Rewrite

______________________________________________________________________________________
Class #10

No Class
Conferences on Facts 

(“Unpopular Client” due 48 hours before conference)
______________________________________________________________________________________

Class #11

Editing Tips and Exercises 

Tuesday, November 5th  
(this will be more interesting than it looks, or else a shorter class)

Reading: 
Manual: Editing materials pages 53-end





Text: Ch. 8, 9 (9.3-9.4), 10, 11, 12, 13, 30
Due: 
Draft of Final Brief 48 hours before conference (firm)

Monday conferences = turn in draft by email Saturday, 6 pm

______________________________________________________________________________________
Class #12

No Class
Tuesday, November 12th 
Conferences on Final Brief 

______________________________________________________________________________________
Class #13
Earning the “A”: More Editing Techniques 

Tuesday, November 19th 





$Bring your final brief to class to edit in class





$Course Evaluations


______________________________________________________________________________________

Class #14
Last Day: Final Brief Due
 Tuesday, November 26th 

______________________________________________________________________________________

� My apologies if this course seems expensive for two credits/three writing credits.  But you can be assured that these books will continue to serve as a resource beyond law school.  





