MEMORANDUM

TO: Suzanne Rowe, LWI Board Liaison

FROM: Julie Spanbauer, Chair, LWI Awards Committee

RE: Biennium Report

DATE: April 2, 2008


The Awards Committee (formerly the Golden Pen Award Committee) solicited nominations, made recommendations, and planned the awards ceremony for the seventh and eighth Legal Writing Institute Golden Pen Awards.  In January, 2007 at the AALS Annual Meeting, the California Judicial Council, the Honorable Ronald M. George, Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court, the California Judicial Council Committee on Criminal Jury Instructions, the Honorable Carol A. Corrigan, Associate Justice of the California Supreme Court, the California Judicial Council Committee on Civil Jury Instructions, and the Honorable James D. Ward, Associate Justice of the California Court of Appeals were honored with the Golden Pen Award for their achievement in drafting jury instructions in plain English.  In January, 2008, at the AALS Annual Meeting, the Honorable Rugerro J. Aldisert, Senior Circuit Judge, United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, was honored with the Golden Pen Award for his efforts to advance the cause of better legal writing in his capacity as judge, educator, and writer. 


The Awards Committee also implemented two new awards: the Terri LeClerq Courage Award and the Deborah Hecht Memorial Writing Contest.  Ralph Brill, Chicago Kent College of Law, and Molly Lien, The John Marshall Law School, Chicago, were chosen as the inaugural recipients of the LeClerq award, which will be conferred at the LWI Biennial Conference in July, 2008, in Indianapolis.  The Committee is beginning the review process for the Hecht Award, which will also be conferred at the LWI Conference in Indianapolis.


My only recommendations for the next biennium are as follows: (1) I ask that additional people be assigned to serve on the committee; and (2) I recommend that the committee develop standards or criteria for assessing future award proposals.  As to my first recommendation, Joe Kimble remained on the committee in the year after he stepped down as chair, but is now off the committee. He did a tremendous amount of work and will be missed.  Also given the fact that two new awards have been created, there is simply more work for the committee to perform.  

