University of the Pacific • McGeorge School of Law

Legal Process • Fall Semester 2007 • Professors Brungess and Thompson

SYLLABUS
Contact Information
Adrienne Brungess:

Room 205 in Library Building





916.739.7170 (Direct)





916.739.7101 (Faculty Secretary’s Office)




abrungess@pacific.edu
Stephanie Thompson:

Room 201 in Library Building
916.739.7322 (Direct)
916.739.7101 (Faculty Secretary’s Office)
sthompson@pacific.edu

Class Hours:

Monday:
10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 




Wednesday:
9:15 a.m.-10:45 a.m. 

Class Location: 

Section A – Brungess: Classroom D





Section B – Thompson: Classroom S-4

Class Web Page:

TWEN site for “Legal Process – LLM”

Writing Specialist:
Lexis Allen
Room 203 in the Library Building
916.739.7227 (campus phone)
916.455.4800, ext. 231 (work phone)

lallen@davidallenlaw.com
Office Hours:


Adrienne Brungess:




Monday: 
2:30pm-3:30pm



Tuesday: 
12:30pm-2:30pm




Thursday:
12:30pm-2:30pm




Also available by appointment
Stephanie Thompson:

Monday: 
12:00pm-12:45pm & 2:00pm-2:45pm




Tuesday: 
10:00am-10:45am & 12:15pm-1:00pm




Wednesday:
12:00pm-1:00pm






Thursday: 
10:00am-10:45am & 12:15pm-1:30pm

Also available by appointment.  
Required Texts:

· A Practical Guide to Legal Writing and Legal Method by John C. Dernbach (3d ed.Aspen 2007) (“Dernbach”).

· Strategies for Legal Case Reading and Vocabulary Development by Susan Reinhart (Michigan Press 2007) (“Reinhart”).

· Basic Legal Research by Amy E. Sloan (3d ed. Aspen 2005) (“Sloan”).

· The ALWD Citation Manual: A Professional System of Citation (3d ed. Aspen 2005) (“ALWD”).

GRADED ASSIGNMENTS

First Graded Assignment (Memo) (50 pts)


Second Graded Assignment (Memo (50 pts)
Research Exam (50 pts)
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE COURSE
1.
You are responsible for all reading assignments, written assignments, and any other assignments in this Syllabus and any additional assignments given in class, sent by me via email, or posted on TWEN for the class in which they are assigned.  You must complete all assignments before class and, unless instructed otherwise, you must submit all written assignments at the beginning of class.
2.
The reading assignments in the texts may include exercises.   Unless this Syllabus indicates otherwise, you do not need to complete those exercises as part of your class preparation.  There may be times when we will work through some of those excises during class; we will skip others.
3.
You must check TWEN on a daily basis for this course to be aware of any changes, additions, substitutions, or any other information that I provide.  You are accountable for any information posted on TWEN.
4.
You must also check your email on a daily basis.  I frequently send email to students in my class, which may indicate changes, additions, substitutions, or any other instructions for the class.  You are accountable for any information provided via email.

5. 
All written assignments must be typed in Times New Roman 12-point font and double spaced.

6.
Any written submissions may be used as good or bad samples in class, with all personal or identifying information removed from the submission.
7. 
This is a very detail oriented class.  Any written assignment can be rejected by me for typos, grammatical errors, failure to follow instructions, formatting problems, and/or spelling errors.  If a written assignment is rejected, it will be returned to you and you will be provided a time frame in which you must correct the errors and return it to me.
8. The office hours listed above are our formal office hours.  For all other times, however, we have an “open door” policy regarding office hours – if we are in our offices and the door is open, you are welcome to come in.
9. Your final grade in this course may be increased or decreased at the professor’s discretion, based upon class attendance and participation, performance on ungraded assignment and class exercises, and overall effort demonstrated. 
10. Attendance in class is mandatory.  Attendance problems will be referred to the Dean of Students. 

CLASS 1:
Introduction to the American Legal System; Case Briefing; Precedent; Legal English

· Complete the First Day Assignment (from the F.S.O.)

CLASS 2:
Arnold and the Aquarter; Case Briefing cont.  

CLASS 3: 
Court Structures, Primary & Secondary Authority
· Read Dernbach, Ch. 2

· Read Sloan, p. 1-9

· Read Reinhart, pp. 37-40

CLASS 4:
Weight of Authority; Creation of Common Law
· Complete the Type and Weight of Authority Exercise (distributed in Class 3)

· Complete and turn in Reinhart Vocabulary Development Task 23, pp. 142-143

CLASS 5:
Interpreting and Outlining Statutes
⁬
Dernbach, Ch. 8
⁬
Complete the Banana Museum problem (handed out Class 3)

⁬ 
Bring to class

⁬
Reinhart, pp. 124-143 and be prepared to discuss in class the “Questions for Discussion” on pp. 132, 135 (skip the “Writing” assignment on p. 142)

CLASS 6:
Drafting Rules and Synthesis


⁬
Dernbach, Ch. 5, Ch. 11

⁬
Complete and turn in Dernbach Exercise 11-C on p. 146 (must be typed, double-spaced, times new roman 12-pt font)
CLASS 7: 
Rule Synthesis, Cont.; Overview of an Office Memo; Meet Mr. Wilson

⁬
Dernbach, Ch. 6, Ch. 16

CLASS 8:
Meet Mr. Wilson Cont.; Introduction to Rule Explanations

⁬
Dernbach, Ch. 11


⁬
Reinhart, pp. 75-83
⁬
Read and brief the cases for the Wilson memo (packet handed out Class 7)
⁬
Bring briefs to class 


⁬
Draft a synthesized rule(s) from the cases and bring to class  


⁬
Read the “Sample Memo” (handed out Class 7)
CLASS 9:
Introduction to Legal Reasoning; Analogical Reasoning; Drafting the Rule Application

⁬
Dernbach, Ch. 7; Ch. 12


⁬ 
Review Richards v. Stanley (from Wilson packet)
⁬
Turn in: In-text explanation for Richardson v. Ham (from the Wilson packet) (must be typed, double spaced, times new roman 12-pt font)
CLASS 10:
Legal Reasoning, Cont.; Discussion Section of the Office Memo Cont.; Introduction to Citation

⁬
Dernbach, Ch. 9, Ch. 17
⁬ 
Turn in: “A” section applying Richardson v. Ham case to Wilson facts (must be typed, double spaced, times new roman 12-pt font)

⁬ 
Read ALWD Part 1, Introduction to Citation and Rule 43; Please bring your ALWD Manual to Class

⁬
Please bring your Reinhart text to class 
CLASS 11:
Organizing and Outlining; Roadmaps; Thesis and Topic Sentences; Effective Sentences

⁬
Dernbach, Ch. 10, Ch. 13

⁬ 
Read ALWD Rules 12.1-12.5; 12.12; 12.13; Please bring your 
ALWD Manual to class
CLASS 12:
Discussion Section of the Office Memo Cont.

⁬ 
Complete the Discussion section of the Wilson memo (must be typed, double spaced, times new roman 12-pt font)


⁬ 
Bring 2 hard (paper) copies to class 

⁬ 
Read ALWD Rules 12.6; 12.7; Please bring your ALWD Manual to Class
CLASS 13: 
Drafting the Question Presented, Brief Answer, and Conclusion 

⁬
Dernbach, Ch. 19; p. 207; p. 208
⁬
Read Handouts (provided Class 12) on Drafting the Question Presented; Drafting the Brief Answer and Conclusion 
⁬ 
Read ALWD Rules 11.1-11.4; 12.15-12.21; Please bring your ALWD Manual to Class

⁬ 
Complete the Citation Exercise (Handout from Class 12)
CLASS 14:
Drafting the Statement of Facts; Putting it All Together

⁬
Dernbach, Ch. 14, Ch. 15, Ch. 18
⁬
Please bring your ALWD Manual to Class
CLASS 15:
Final Review of Wilson Memo 


⁬ 
Bring a draft of your Wilson memo


⁬ 
Bring any questions you have about the Wilson memo

⁬
Please bring your ALWD Manual to Class
RESEARCH SEGMENT BEGINS OCTOBER 8, 2007
Please bring your Sloan text and your ALWD Manual 
to all Research related classes
CLASS 16 (10/8):

Wilson Memos Due

Introduction to Legal Research; 

 


Generating Search Terms




Library Tours



BOTH SECTIONS WILL MEET IN THE




CALIFORNIA ROOM (LIBRARY)
⁬ 
Turn in: First Graded Assignment – Complete Office Memo on the Wilson matter 

⁬ 
Comply with all Instructions and Checklist requirements (Wilson Handout #3)

⁬ 
Sloan, Chs. 1 (review) & 2
CLASS 17 (10/10): 
Secondary Sources and Annotated Statutes




BOTH SECTIONS WILL MEET IN THE




CALIFORNIA ROOM (LIBRARY)

 
⁬ 
Sloan, Chs. 3 & 6


⁬ 
ALWD, Rules 8, 14.1-14.2; 22; 23.1-23.1(f), 23.2(a); 24, & 26
CLASS 18 (10/15): 
Introduction to Online Legal Research;

 


Introduction to Westlaw  




BOTH SECTIONS WILL MEET IN THE




INFORMATION COMMONS (LIBRARY)

⁬ 
Sloan, Ch. 10

⁬ 
Nedzel Chapter: “Non-Fee Internet Legal Research” (Handout)

⁬ 
Turn in Research Exercise from class (Handout)
CLASS 19 (10/17): 
Researching Cases; Citators




Introduction to LexisNexis  




BOTH SECTIONS WILL MEET IN THE




INFORMATION COMMONS (LIBRARY)

⁬ 
Sloan, Chs. 4 & 5

⁬ 
ALWD Rule 12 (review)

⁬ 
Turn in Research Exercise from class (Handout)
CLASS 20 (10/22): 
Introduction to Open Research Problem  

· Complete and turn in Online Research Exercises using Westlaw and Lexis 

· Please bring your Reinhart text to class
CLASS 21 (10/24): 
Case Law for the Open Research Problem  

· Bring your five cases you have selected for the Open Research Problem (See WRUS Handout No. 3)

· Read and brief those cases and bring your briefs to class (See WRUS Handout No. 3) and be prepared to discuss your cases in detail
· Please bring your Reinhart text to class
CLASS 22 (10/29): 
Rules & Rule Synthesis for the Open Research Problem; the Overall Structure for the Open Research Problem; Drafting Point Headings    

· Read and complete instructions in Handout #4 – Case List (posted on TWEN)
· Complete Handout #5 - “Questions About the Cases” (posted on TWEN)
· Complete the Synthesis Chart (posted on TWEN)
· Draft the following rules for the Open Research Memo:
· Rule defining a condition
· Rule defining latency
· Synthesized rule describing the latent condition exception
· Rule on summary judgment based on the latent condition exception
· Read Ch. 22 in Dernbach (Drafting Point Headings)
CLASS 23 (10/31): 
Question Presented, Brief Answer, and Point Headings   

***Both LLM Legal Process Sections will meet in Classroom D***

· Draft your Question Presented and bring it to class

· Draft your Rule Explanations (the E section for each CREAC) and bring them to class

· Please bring your Reinhart text to class
CLASS 24 (11/5): 
Federal Courthouse Visit

***Specific time and transportation details to be provided***

· Please wear professional attire
CLASS 25 (11/7): 
Self & Peer Edit of Open Research Memo  

· Draft your complete Office Memorandum and bring it to class

· Final review for the Open Research Memo

CLASS 26 (11/12): 
Final Review of WRUS Memo; Drafting Professional Letters (If time allows)

· Bring in any questions you have about the WRUS Memo
CLASS 27 (11/14): 
Open Research Memo Due; Review for the Research Exam  

· Turn in your complete Office Memorandum (be sure it complies with all technical instructions and the checklist)
· Please bring your Sloan text to class

· Please bring your Dernbach text to class

· Please bring your ALWD to class

CLASS 28 (11/19): 
Research Exam

***Both LLM Legal Process Sections will meet in Classroom D***

· Please bring your Sloan text to class

· Please bring your Dernbach text to class

· Please bring your ALWD to class
· BRING YOUR EXAM MATERIALS PACKET (handout from last class)
· You may bring any written material to the exam
· NO ELECTRONIC DEVICES ALLOWED
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