United States Legal Research and Writing: 
Policies and Procedures, Fall 2008
Prof. Piccard
Stetson University College of Law

piccard@law.stetson.edu
Office: Room 207 Dana administration building

Phone: 727 562-7883

Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 9:00 – 10:00 a.m., and by appointment.
Required books:

1.
Culture to Culture by Jill J. Ramsfield

2.
ALWD Citation Manual by Darby Dickerson

3.
Aspen Handbook for Legal Writers by Deborah E. Bouchoux

Course Objectives:

The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the processes of legal research and legal writing in the United States.   In the time we have this semester students cannot expect to become experts but  they can expect to leave the course with the ability to locate and analyze U.S. case law and statutes.  We will focus on finding and prioritizing sources of U.S. law, giving attribution in the form of citations that are properly placed and formatted, and communicating research results in expected written and oral forms.  These objectives will be approached using a variety of in-class and outside research and writing assignments; each assignment is designed to build upon the preceding assignments, so that by the end of the semester you will be equipped to identify, research, and analyze basic U.S. legal issues.  Preparation for, and participation in, each class meeting is expected and required.
Graded Assignments:

This class is graded on Stetson’s 4.0 scale, and the LLM grade policies apply.

There will be three in-class quizzes, the grade for each of which will be worth 5% of your final grade for the course.  Quizzes will test your knowledge of material from assigned readings and/or in-class discussions.  If you are absent on a designated quiz day (see attached schedule) you will receive a zero for that quiz.

The first Memo /Case Analysis is worth 10% of your final grade.  This assignment consists of describing and analyzing two cases that will be assigned.  No research is required for this assignment.
The second Memo/Case Analysis is an expanded version of the first, and is worth 20% of your final grade.  This assignment consists of re-writing the first memo and incorporating the re-write with the description and analysis of two additional cases that will be given to you.

The Final Writing Project will require you to locate and analyze U.S. statutes and cases in order to answer a legal issue.  This assignment must be completed entirely on your own, with no collaboration and no assistance from anyone other than me, the reference librarians, and the Teaching Fellows in the Writing Clinic.  This assignment is in the nature of a final exam, and is worth 55% of your grade for the semester.  

The attached schedule may be modified depending on the students’ pace, but it is highly unlikely that any assignment due dates or quiz dates will change.

Academic Honesty:

All of your graded work in law school must be the result of your own efforts, and must not include the work or efforts of anyone else.  U.S. rules of attribution may be significantly different from those to which you are accustomed, and it is each student’s responsibility to know and follow the U.S. rules.  As a teacher, I have a zero-tolerance approach to academic dishonesty.  When in doubt about accepted practices, ask me.  Each student is presumed to be familiar with and to be bound by Stetson’s Academic Honor Code and Conduct Code.
All writing assignments are due at the beginning of the designated class period.  The clock in the classroom controls.  Papers turned in late will receive a deduction in grade proportional to their lateness.  The only accepted excuses for late assignments or missed classes are documented illness to yourself or a dependent or other emergencies not created by you.  Students who miss more than 20% of our class meetings cannot pass or receive credit for the course.
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