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To:

LWI Board of Directors

From:

Awards Committee




Leah Christensen, Thomas Jefferson Law School




Kirsten Davis, Stetson University College of Law




Hether MacFarlane, University of the Pacific School of Law




Sonia Green, John Marshall Law School, Chicago




Lou Sirico, Villanova University School of Law




Susan Thrower, DePaul University College of Law, Chair




Christopher Wren, Wisconsin Department of Justice

Date:

May 25, 2009

Re:

Year-End Report of Committee Activities

Committee Charges:

Since its last report, the Committee remained charged with the following tasks:

•  With the ALWD Blackwell Award Committee, planning the ceremony honoring the ninth annual (2009) Golden Pen Award recipient and the Thomas F. Blackwell Memorial Award recipient;

•  Planning various celebrations to mark the LWI’s twenty-fifth anniversary;

•  Revisiting methods to present award selections to the LWI Board, for example, providing multiple nominees, rather than only one, and providing a ranking system of the nominees;

•  Soliciting nominations for candidates for the second annual (2009) Courage Award and from among those nominees, selecting one or more to recommend to the LWI Board; and

•  Soliciting nominations for candidates for the tenth annual (2010) Golden Pen Award, and from among those nominees, selecting one or more to recommend to the LWI Board.

Completed Tasks:
•  With the ALWD Blackwell Award Committee, planned and hosted the ceremony honoring the Golden Pen Award recipient and the Thomas F. Blackwell Memorial Award recipient 1/9/09;

•  Revisited methods to present award selections to the LWI Board, for example, providing multiple nominees, rather than only one; provided a nominee ranking system to LWI Board President Ruth Anne Robbins 3/09;

•  Solicited nominations for candidates for the 2009 Courage Award 4/18/09; and

•  Solicited nominations for candidates for the 2010 Golden Pen Award 4/15/09.

Activities/Tasks in Progress:
•  Planning various celebrations to mark the LWI’s twenty-fifth anniversary; ongoing throughout the year;

•  From among nominees for the 2009 Courage Award, selecting one or more to recommend to the LWI Board; anticipate recommendation to Board 5/31/09; and

•  From among nominees for the 2010 Golden Pen Award, selecting one or more to recommend to the LWI Board; anticipate recommendation to Board 6/15/09.

Reflection/Assessment:
The Committee members are working together very well to accomplish the Board’s charges.  We finally have enough members to smoothly accomplish the committee’s work and await further charges from the Board.
