Prof. Robin Boyle





Legal Writing Seminar
Spring 2009
Legal Writing Seminar Syllabus 
Office room 4-17, tel: (718) 990-6609

Email: boyler@stjohns.edu
Office hours:   Mondays from 10 AM to 11 AM (except for 2/2, 3/2, and 4/6); Mondays from 1 PM -2 PM; Wednesdays from 1 PM -2 PM; and by appointment for Fridays. No office hours from 4/8-4/19.
The class will meet Wednesdays from 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM in Room 2M-11. The course meets the requirement as an Advance Practice-Writing Requirement.
1)
Textbooks.

To give students a broad experience, we will learn about drafting both corporate and litigation documents.  For this reason, I am asking you to purchase two textbooks:

Tina L. Stark, Drafting Contracts; How and Why Lawyers Do What They Do (2007).  Referred to in the syllabus below as “DC.”

Mary Bernard Ray & Barbara J. Cox, Beyond the Basics: A Text for Advanced Legal Writing (2d ed. 2003).  Referred to in the syllabus below as “Advanced LW.”

2) Requirements.

This is a three-credit, graded course.  Attendance is mandatory.

All students are required to log-on to the TWEN course webpage and to check the page regularly.  On that webpage, I will be posting assignments (in the event you misplace your hardcopies or miss class), PowerPoint lectures previously shown in class (for you to review course content and sharpen your notes), and last minute announcements.

All students are to assess their learning styles.  Instructions to be distributed.

3) Assignments. 

Pass/fail exercises will count towards class participation. Class Participation counts as 10% of the grade.  

Assignment #1 (contract exercise) – 10%

Assignments #2 (contract exercise) – 10%

Assignment #3 (contract exercise) – 10%

Assignment #4 (drafting a contract from head-to-toe) – 20%

Assignment  #5 (pleadings) – 10%

Assignment #6 (interrogatories) - 10%.
Assignment #7 (drafting an argument) - 20%  

Laptop policy:  Students may use their laptops in class for purposes of taking notes or other academic work associated with my course.  Laptop use inconsistent with this policy may result in suspension of laptop privilege in class.

4) Class Schedule.

Wed., Jan. 14
Introduction to Course 


In preparation for class, read DC, chapters 1 & 2.  
Wed., Jan. 21
Chapters 3  (Reps, Warrs, Covs, Rights),  4 (Conditions, Discretionary Authority, Declarations) & 5 (A Contract’s Parts), 18 (Legalese), & 19 (Clarity Through Format)
In preparation for class, read DC, chapters 3-5 and 18-19; Assignment #1 given.
Wed, Jan. 28
Chapters 6 of DC (Intro Provisions – Preamble, Recitals, Words of Agreement), 7 (Definitions), & 8 (Action Sections)
     




In preparation for class: Assignment #1 due; read DC, chapters 6, 7, & 8.  Assignment #2 given.
Wed., Feb. 4
Chapters 9 (Reps & Warrs), 10 (Covs & Rights), 11 (Conditions) 



In preparation for class: read DC, Chapters 9-11.  Assignment #2 due.  Assignment #3 given.   

Wed., Feb. 11
Chapters 12 of DC (Discretionary Authority), 13 (Will and Shall), 14 (Summary Chart), 15 (Endgame) 

In preparation for class: Read chapters 12 - 15.  Assignment #3 due.  Assignment #4 given.
Wed., Feb. 16 – no classes – Winter Recess
Wed, Feb. 25  
Chapters 16 of DC (General/Boilerplate), 17 (Signatures), 20 (Clarity Through Sentence Structure), 21 (Ambiguity)

In preparation for class: read chapters 16, 17, 20 & 21.
Wed., March 4
Chapters 22 of DC (Numbers and Financial Provisions), 23 (Potpourri), 24 (Deconstructing Complex Provisions), 26 (Organizing).


In preparation for class: read chapters 22- 24 & 26.

Wed., March 11
Chapter 30 of DC (Ethical Issues)

In preparation for class: read chapter 30.
Wed., March 18
Chapter 15 of Advanced LW book (Opinions of Counsel); Chapter 11 (Pleadings)

In preparation for class: read chapters 15 & 11.


In class: do in-class exercise. Assignment #4 due. Assignment #5 given.  
Wed., March 25
Chapter 13 of Advanced LW book (Interrogatories).


In preparation for class: read chapter 13 of Advanced LW book.


Assignment # 5 due.  Assignment # 6 given.

Wed., April 1
Chapter 12 of Advanced LW book (Notices of Motion, Motions, and Orders); Chapter 10 (Argument)


In preparation for class: Read Chapter 12 of Advanced LW book.  Assignment # 6 due.  Assignment #7 is given. 

Wed., April 8 – 15 no class

Wed., April 22
Argument continued -

Mock arguments.  
Wed., April 29- a legislative Friday:
Assignment #7 due – date and time TBA.   

PAGE  
5

