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To:
Susan Hanley Duncan, President, Legal Writing Institute

From:
Sarah Ricks, Chair, LWI Committee on Cooperation Among Clinical, Pro Bono, and Legal Writing Faculty

Re:
Interim Committee Report for 2007-08

Date:
December 23, 2007

Cc:
Cliff Zimmerman

A. 
Members
The members of the Committee on Cooperation Among Clinical, Pro Bono, and Legal Writing Faculty for 2007-08 are: Rebecca Scharf (UNLV), Tom Cobb (U.Washington), Margaret Phillips (Buffalo), Nancy Wanderer (Maine), Laurel Oates (Seattle), Tracy Bach (Vermont), Steve Schwinn (John Marshall), Evelyn Tenenbaum (Albany), Susan Wawrose (U.Dayton); Deborah Schmedemann (William Mitchell), and Ariana Levinson (Louisville). 

B. 
Charges 
Charge 1: Continue to identify such connections where they exist, to consider how to provide 

information on what is being done now to members who seek it, and to consider possible projects or future activities by LWI on this subject

Charge 2: Consider possible solutions to legal writing problems identified by the informal survey 

of clinical and externship faculty, including developing suggestions to help LRW and clinical professors use a shared vocabulary for teaching analytical and writing concepts

C.
Report

Throughout the summer of 2007, the Committee on Cooperation undertook a second national e-survey of legal writing faculty to identify examples of cooperation among clinical, pro bono, and legal writing faculty.  This is a follow-up to the e-survey the Committee took in 2005.  

The Committee publicized the 2007 survey by posting a link to the survey tool on the ListServ, Dircon, and the LWI website.  The Committee is grateful to Jana McCreary, Mimi Samuel, Lucas Cupps and the website committee for their work in creating links to the survey tool and to the earlier survey results on the LWI Home Page. 

The 2007 national e-survey is broader than the initial survey.  The Committee sought both examples of cooperation (Committee Charge 1) and asked new questions about whether it would be useful for clinicians and other faculty to share the same vocabulary for legal writing concepts and, if so, how to achieve that goal. (Committee Charge 2).  To make data collection more efficient, Tom Cobb of University of Washington and his IT staff designed an interactive survey tool to pose the questions drafted by the Committee.  

Sixty-seven legal writing teachers responded to the online survey.  Tom Cobb collated the raw data of the survey responses into a lengthy document this fall.  Susan Wawrose is currently editing the survey 

responses into a document that will be more easily accessible to interested readers. The review of the data is useful also to help the Committee refine the survey tool in anticipation of future surveys of clinical, externship, and other faculty. Once the full Committee has reviewed the raw data and the edited document, the results of the 2007 survey will be ready to be posted on the ListServ and the LWI website.  

Publicizing the results of both surveys is important.  

Law teachers around the country can learn about ways that their colleagues have reached across law faculty boundaries to collaborate with clinical, externship, and pro bono faculty, and may be inspired to try similar collaborations. As noted, the website committee has created links on the LWI website for both the current survey tool and the 2005 survey results, and will also create a link for the 2007 survey results.  

Susan Wawrose drafted the outline summary of the 2005 survey results which is now accessible on the LWI website.  In addition, in the next few weeks, The Journal of the Association of Legal Writing Directors will publish the papers by the presenters at the 2007 AALS section meeting, titled "When Worlds Collide: Exploring Inter-Relationships and Collaboration Between Clinicians and Legal Writing Teachers in Teaching and Scholarship." JALWD also will publish two short response papers, one by Tracy Bach, and a second by Susan Wawrose and myself.  The second response mentions this Committee and its survey efforts and includes several of the collaborations elicited by the survey. 
D.
Next steps

· Once the full Committee has reviewed the raw data and the edited document, the results of the 2007 survey will be ready to post on the ListServ and the LWI website.
· Based on the data elicited by the 2007 survey tool, the Committee will decide whether to survey clinicians  and coordinators of externship and pro bono programs and, if so, whether and how to refine the survey tool. 

· Based on the data elicited by the 2007 survey tool, the Committee will consider how to address the views of survey respondents about “shared vocabulary,” including developing suggestions to help LRW programs, clinics, externship find common language to talk about legal writing, if useful in schools where that does not happen now. 
