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I.
Course Calendar


Attached is the course calendar for our course. Most of your readings for this course are in a coursepack that I have compiled for you (available from the Abbott Hall bookstore). I have also asked you to purchase Amy E. Sloan, Basic Legal Research: Tools and Strategies (3d ed., Aspen Publishers 2006); The Bluebook (Eighteenth edition), which is a manual for citation of U.S. legal sources;  and A User’s Guide to the Bluebook, which is a short, helpful overview of the most important citation rules.  The course calendar lists the reading assignments for each class. Please do the required assigned readings before each class.  However, you do NOT need to prepare the exercises noted in the reading assignments (unless I specifically ask you to in class). 
II.
Notes Regarding Assignments


A.
Graded assignments: I will grade three assignments in our course. These are: 1) Memorandum One, 2) Memorandum Two (revised memo), and 3) Client Advice Letter.  
B.
Ungraded assignments: There will be several ungraded assignments. These include the case brief, the “Bill Smith” memorandum, and several other short writing assignments, as well as a group research project.  The case brief and the “Bill Smith” memorandum must be turned in and the group research project must be completed in order to complete the course. I may ask you to turn in some of the other short writing assignments; others will be done in class and will not be turned in. These short writing assignments are essential to your constructive class participation. You must prepare these assignments. I reserve the right to lower your course grade if you fail to come to class prepared.
III.
Weight of Graded Assignments


Your graded assignments will weigh as follows in your semester grade:

30% Memorandum One


35% Memorandum Two (revised memo)

30% Client Advice Letter 

 5%  Attendance and class participation 

IV.
Class Meetings:


Class will meet on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays for the first few months of the semester (toward the end of the semester, I will cancel classes to give you more time to work on research and writing projects for the course). You are expected to attend every scheduled class.  Please be on time.  I will start class on time and you will be responsible for any material you miss. 
 V.
Course Rules and Policies


The rules and policies for my course are described in my Course Policies document, which is available on my Blackboard site for this class, under "Course Information." Please read that document carefully. Let me know if you have trouble accessing it, or if you have any questions about its contents. You are responsible for all of the information in that document as well as this one.
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Week 1:

Orientation Week, 

Tuesday, August 29
12:15 to 1:15

Class 1 (1 hr)
Class Topic: Introduction to Common Law Reasoning. Reading: Coursepack Item 1.(  Also for today, prepare a 2 to 3 minute informal oral presentation introducing yourself, summarizing your legal background, and highlighting the most important features of your home country's legal system.
Orientation Week,

Wed., August 30
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Class 2 (2 hrs)
Class Topic: Structure and Functions of the United States Legal System. Reading: Coursepack Item 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.( Also, carefully read “Course Policies” document on my Blackboard website under Course Documents section.

Orientation Week,


Thurs, August 31
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Class 3 (2 hrs)
Class Topic: How a Civil Case Proceeds Through the Courts; the United States Jury System. Reading: Coursepack Items 7 and 8. ( 
Orientation Week,


Fri., Sept. 1

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Class 4 (2 hrs)
Class Topic: The United States Jury System (continued); Parts of a Case. Reading: Coursepack Item 9. 
________________________________________________________________________

Week 2
Mon. Sept. 4
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY. NO CLASSES. 
Tue., Sept. 5
Class Topic: Case Briefing.
Reading: for today, review Coursepack Item 9. Also, in the “Assignments” section of my Blackboard site read the document called “How to Brief a Case.”
Wed., Sept. 6

Class Topic: Statutes and Their Elements.




Reading: for today, read Coursepack Items 10, 11, and 12. 
Wed., Sept. 6
4:00 p.m.
Successful Student Series presentation:  “Acclimating to Law School Work and Life” (voluntary, but recommended). 
_______________________________________________________________________
Week 3
Mon., Sept. 11
Due: Case Brief Due on my Blackboard site by 9:00 a.m.
Mon., Sept. 11
Class Topic: Research class 1: Secondary Source Research in Print and Free Internet. Reading: for today, read Amy E. Sloan, Basic Legal Research: Tools and Strategies (the “Sloan text”), pp. 9-14 in Chapter 1; Chapter 2; Chapter 3; and skim Chapter 10. Also, read Coursepack Items 13 and 14.  
Tue., Sept. 12
Class Topic: Research class 2: Secondary Source Research in Lexis and Westlaw. (CLASS WILL MEET TODAY IN LEVY MAYER 317).

Reading: review the assigned reading for yesterday in the Sloan text. 
Wed., Sept. 13
Class Topic: Large and Small-Scale Organization and TREAC.  Reading: for today, read Coursepack Items 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25.  

______________________________________________________________________

Week 4
Mon. Sept. 18
Class Topic:  Analogy and Distinction; Synthesis (go over Bill Smith element in class).
Reading: for today, read Coursepack Items 15 and 16. 

Tues. Sept. 19
Class Topic: Rule Synthesis (Monica exercise). Reading: for today, read Coursepack Items 17, 18, 19, and 20. 
Wed. Sept. 20
Class Topic: Research Class: Finding and Updating Statutes in Print and Free Internet.

Reading: for today, read Sloan text, Chapter 6. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Week 5
Mon. Sept. 25

DUE: Bill Smith second two elements due today IN CLASS
Mon. Sept. 25
Class Topic: Research Class: Finding and Updating Statutes in Lexis and Westlaw. (CLASS WILL MEET TODAY IN LEVY MAYER 317).

Reading: for today, review Sloan text, Chapter 6. 
Tue. Sept. 26
Class Topic: More on Rule and Case Synthesis (“No Vehicles in the Park” exercise).
Tues. Sept. 26


12:00 p.m.
Successful Student Series Presentation: “Law (School and Practice) as a Collaborative Enterprise” (voluntary, but recommended). 
Wed. Sept. 27
Class Topic: Factor One of Memo One (For class today, write up outline of Memo One and annotated outline of Factor 1, to be discussed in class today).
_____________________________________________________________________
Week 6
Mandatory professor conferences on Memo One this week.

Mon. Oct. 2
YOM KIPPUR HOLIDAY. CLASS CANCELLED.
Tue. Oct. 3
Class Topic: Finding and Updating Cases in Print and Free Internet.
Reading: For today, read all of Chapter 4 and pp. 129-30 and 141-47 of Chapter 5 in the Sloan text. 
Wed. Oct. 4
Class Topic: Finding and Updating Cases in Westlaw and Lexis.  (CLASS WILL MEET TODAY IN LEVY MAYER 317). 

Reading: For today, review the reading assigned for yesterday, and read Chapter 11 in the Sloan text.
Week 7
Mandatory professor conferences on Memo One this week.

Mon. Oct. 9
Class Topic: Practice in Organization, Analogies and Synthesis. (Work in small groups on revising “bad” TREAC of Factor 1 for Memo One).

Reading: For today, read Coursepack Items 27, 28, 29 and 30. 
Tue. Oct. 10
Class Topic: More Practice in Organization, Analogies and Synthesis. (Small group presentations on revisions to “bad” TREAC).
Wed. Oct. 11
Class Topic: Introduction to Legal Citation: The Bluebook
Reading: For today, read Dworsky’s User’s Guide to the Bluebook and read The Bluebook (18th edition), as follows: carefully read blue pages 3--24; browse blue pages 25--43; browse white pages Rules 1​16; browse Tables 1, 6, 7,  8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13.      
________________________________________________________________________
Week 8
Mon. Oct. 16
Due: Memorandum One due on Blackboard by 9:00 a.m. today.
Mon. Oct. 16
Class Topic: Using Secondary Sources to Get Started in Transnational Law.  

Reading: See Blackboard announcements section. 
Tue. Oct. 17
Class Topic:  Finding U.S. Treaties and Determining Parties to Treaties.

Reading: See Blackboard announcements section
Wed. Oct. 18

Class Topic: To Be Announced
Wed. Oct. 18

12:00 p.m.
Successful Student Series Presentation: “Strategies for Organizing and Reinforcing the 1L Intellectual Experience” (voluntary, but recommended). 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Week 9
Voluntary professor conferences on client letters this week.

Teaching Assistants available in library this week for help with group research projects.
Mon., Oct. 23
Class Topic: Writing Advice Letters to Clients.

Reading: For class today, read Coursepack Items 31 and 32. 
Tue. Oct. 24
Class Topic: Tips and Caveats on Internet Legal Research.
Wed. Oct. 25
No Class 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Week 10
Voluntary professor conferences on client letters this week.

Teaching Assistants available in library this week for help with group research projects.

Mon. Oct. 30
No Class this week ( --- Work on Client Letter and Research Projects
Tue. Oct. 31
No Class 
Wed. Nov. 1

No Class
Fri., Nov. 3

Due: Client letter due today at 9:00 a.m. on Blackboard.
______________________________________________________________________ 

Week 11
Professor will return Memo One this week.

Teaching Assistants available in library this week for help with group research projects.

Mon., Nov. 6
 No Class this week – Work on Research Projects
Tue. Nov. 7
 No Class
Wed. Nov. 8
 No Class
Wed. Nov. 8

4:00 p.m.
Successful Student Series Presentation: “Exam Success” (voluntary, but recommended).

Week 12

Voluntary memo conferences with professor this week on Memo Two.

Mon. Nov. 13
Class Topic: Other Parts of a Memo (Facts, Question Presented, Short Answer, Discussion, incl. thesis paragraph); also, time for you to ask Questions on Memo Rewrite. Reading: for today, read Coursepack Item 26.  
Tue. Nov. 14

Group Presentations about Results of Research Projects.
Wed. Nov. 15
 Continuation of Research Presentations.  
________________________________________________________________________ 

Week 13

Voluntary memo conferences with professor this week on Memo Two.

Mon. Nov. 20

No class this week – Work on Memo Two
Tue. Nov. 21

No class
Wed. Nov. 22
No class. Early due date for Memo Two.
  Memo Two due on Blackboard at 9:00 a.m.
Thurs. Nov. 23
Thanksgiving Day Holiday!!

Week 14
Tues., Nov. 28
Late due date for Memo Two.  Memo Two due on Blackboard at 9:00 a.m.
(  Please note: Items 1 – 8 are intended to provide you with background information


 about the topics we will be discussing in class. Please be prepared to discuss these materials generally in class.  You will not be formally tested on these materials.  Additionally, the reading contains some information, particularly in chart form, which is very detailed and specific.  This information is intended to serve as a reference for you, and you only need browse through it very quickly before class. 











( On any date for which this calendar indicates “No class” (other than school holidays), I reserve the right to schedule class if necessary to cover essential material. 


� You will note that the course calendar has an “Early Due Date for Memo Two” and a “Late Due Date for Memo Two.”  You may choose which of these dates is more convenient for you to submit your Memo Two paper.  There is no reward or forfeit for choosing either of these dates to submit Memo Two.





