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Course Calendar

This course calendar is subject to change.  If I revise the calendar, I will email a revised version to the entire class.
I.
Course Calendar


Attached is the course calendar for our course. Most of your readings for this course are in a textbook by Nadia E. Nedzel, Legal Reasoning, Research and Writing for International Graduate Students .  You can purchase the textbook at the Abbott Hall bookstore. I have also asked you to purchase  The Bluebook (Eighteenth edition), which is a manual for citation of U.S. legal sources;  and A User’s Guide to the Bluebook, which is a short, helpful overview of the most important citation rules.  The course calendar lists the reading assignments for each class. Please do the required assigned readings before each class.  However, you do NOT need to prepare the exercises noted in the reading assignments (unless I specifically ask you to in class). 
II.
Notes Regarding Assignments


A.
Graded assignments: I will grade four assignments in our course. These are: 1) Memorandum Issue One, 2) Memorandum Issue Two, 3) Research Exercises, and 4) Final Memorandum  

B.
Ungraded assignments: There will be several ungraded assignments. These include the case brief, the “Bill Smith” memorandum, and several other short writing assignments.  These assignments must be turned in to complete the course. I may ask you to do other short writing assignments in class that will not be turned in. These short writing assignments are essential to your constructive class participation. You must prepare these assignments. I reserve the right to lower your course grade if you fail to come to class prepared.
III.
Weight of Graded Assignments


Your graded assignments will weigh as follows in your semester grade:

20% Memorandum Issue One


20% Memorandum Issue Two 

15% Research Assignments


40% Final Memorandum 

 5%  Attendance and class participation 
IV.
Class Meetings:


Class will meet on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 1:30 pm to 2:25 pm in room 371 McCormick. You are expected to attend every class.  Please be on time.  I will start class on time and you will be responsible for any material you miss. 

 V.
Course Rules and Policies


The rules and policies for my course are described in my Course Policies document, which is available on my Blackboard site for this class, under "Course Documents." Please read that document carefully. Let me know if you have trouble accessing it, or if you have any questions about its contents. You are responsible for all of the information in that document as well as this one.
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ORIENTATION WEEK – CLASS MEETS IN ROOM 109 WIEBOLDT HALL
Week 1:

Orientation 

Tues., August 28

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Class 1 (1 hr)
Class Topic: Introduction to Common Law Reasoning. Reading: Nedzel Textbook pp. 1-21.(  Also for today, prepare a 2 to 3 minute informal oral presentation introducing yourself, summarizing your legal background, and highlighting the most important features of your home country's legal system.
 

Orientation Week,

Wed., August 29

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Class 2 (2 hrs)
Class Topic: Structure and Functions of the United States Legal System. Reading: Nedzel pp.. 39-60, Handout, Fine chapter 1( Also, carefully read “Course Policies” document on my Blackboard website under Course Documents section.
 
Orientation Week,


Thurs., August 30

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Class 3 (2 hrs)
Class Topic: How a Civil Case Proceeds Through the Courts; the United States Jury System. Reading: Nedzel, pp. 248-258,  Fine, Chapters 5-8 (posted on Blackboard under “Course documents”).. ( 
Orientation Week,


Fri.., August. 31

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Class 4 (2 hrs.)
Class Topic: United States Jury System, continued; Parts of a Case. Reading: Nedzel, pp. 18-30.
REGULAR CLASS SCHEDULE BEGINS – CLASS MEETS IN ROOM 371 MCCORMICK, 1:30 P.M. TO 2:25 P.M.
Week 2
Monday September 3 

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY.  NO CLASSES.
 Tuesday September 4    
Class topic: Case Briefing





Reading: Read and think about how you would brief the 




Lestina Case, Nedzel, pp. 31-37.  Also, in the Course 

Documents section of my Blackboard site read the document called “How to Brief a Case”.
Wednesday September 5
Class Topic: Statutes and their Elements

Reading: Nedzel, pp. 149-166, Burnham handout,  
Fine Chapter 3 handout

______________________________________________________________________
Week 3

Monday September 10   
Case Brief Due on my Blackboard site.
Monday, September 10
Class Topic: Reading Cases – Organizing




A Legal Analysis (TREACC)





Reading: Nedzel, pp. 65-81; Romantz and




Inglehart handouts
Tuesday, September 11
Class topic: Large and Small Scale Organization, continued




Reading:  Bill Smith Material
Wednesday, September 12
Class topic: Analogies and Distinctions (Rule Synthesis)





Reading: Romantz handout
________________________________________________________________________-

Week 4

Monday, September 17
Class Topic; Case Synthesis





No Vehicles in the Park Exercise




Reading: Romantz handout
Tuesday, September 18
Bill Smith Assignment Due on Blackboard 

Tuesday, September 18
Class Topic: More practice with TREACC;





Introduction to Memo Issue One
Wednesday, September 19
Class Topic: TREACC organization of Issue One





Reading:  Background Material on Issue One
Week 5

Mandatory professor conferences on Issue One begin Monday September 25 through  Monday October 1
Monday, September  24
Class Topic: Introduction to Legal Citation: The BluebookReading: For today, read Dworsky’s User’s Guide to the Bluebook and read The Bluebook (18th edition), as follows: carefully read blue pages 3--24; browse blue pages 25--43; browse white pages Rules 1​16; browse Tables 1, 6, 7,  8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13.   

Tuesday, September 25
Class topic:  Introduction to Lexis/Nexis and Westlaw
Wednesday, September 26
To be determined


Week 6  

Mandatory professor conferences continue on Issue One through Monday, October 1
Monday, October 1

To be determined
Tuesday, October 2

Discussion of Issue One Due on Blackboard
Tuesday, October 2

Introduce second memo issue (director liability)




Hand out Issue Two Material, due October 22
Wednesday, October 3
Discussion of TREACC and Issue Two
________________________________________________________________________
Week 7

Voluntary professor conferences on Issue Two start Wednesday October 10 through Wednesday October 17
Monday, October 8

No class


Tuesday, October 9

Parts of a Memo





Breakout groups to write QPs

Wednesday, October 10
Parts of a Memo, continued




Breakout groups on Statement of Facts

Week 8

Voluntary professor conferences on Issue Two continue through Wednesday,  October 17
Monday, October 15

To be determined

Tuesday, October 16

To be determined  

Wednesday, October 17      
To be determined
Week 9

Monday, October 22

Discussion of Issue Two Due on Blackboard
Monday, October 22

LIBRARY RESEARCH CLASS

Tuesday, October 23

LIBRARY RESEARCH CLASS
Wednesday, October 24
LIBRARY RESEARCH CLASS
All research assignments due Monday, November 5 
Week 10

Monday, October 29

Client letter

Tuesday, October 30

Persuasion
Wednesday, October 31
Persuasive Writing
Week 11     

Monday November 5

Research Assignments Due on Blackboard

Monday November 5

Oral Argument

Tuesday November 6

Practice arguments

Wednesday November 7 
Practice arguments
Week 12  (November 12-14)
No class-- voluntary conferences on Final Memo

Week 13  (November 19-21)  No class-- voluntary conferences on Final Memo
________________________________________________________________________
Final Memo Due  Monday, November 26  
Final Memo will include QPs, Conclusion, Statement of Facts, and Issues One and Two Revised
(  Please note: These readings are intended to provide you with background information about the topics we will be discussing in class. Please be prepared to discuss these materials generally in class.  You will not be formally tested on these materials.  Additionally, the reading contains some information, particularly in chart form, which is very detailed and specific.  This information is intended to serve as a reference for you, and you only need browse through it very quickly before class. 














