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ABA Programs and Standards Committee
TO:

LWI Board of Directors

FROM:
Kirsten Dauphinais and Ed Telfeyan, Co-Chairs


ABA Standards and Program Structures Committee
DATE:

October 23, 2009

SUBJECT:
ABA Programs and Standards Committee
The charge of this committee is to monitor programmatic changes and ABA standards.  The co-chairs of the Committee on ABA Programs and Standards are Kirsten Dauphinais and Ed Telfeyan; each chairs one of the committee’s two subcommittees.  The LWI Board liaison is Suzanne Rowe.

The Subcommittee on ABA Standards is chaired by Kirsten Dauphinais, with Susan Liemer and Ralph Brill as members.  This subcommittee has engaged in the following activities:

1.  Kept abreast of developments in ABA Standards

2.  Offered opportunities at both the 2009 ALWD Conference and the Central Region Legal Writing Conference to meet with members who have questions about ABA

standards.

3.  Solicited membership on legal writing listservs to submit questions or enlist our aid with issues involving ABA Standards and answered several queries submitted in this way.

4.  Liaised with the chair’s counterpart at CLEA, Margaret Moore Jackson, to make CLEA aware of ALWD and LWI activities regarding standards, to offer the subcommittee chair as a resource to CLEA, and to seek opportunities for inter-organizational collaboration on these questions.

The Subcommittee on Programs is chaired by Ed Telfeyan.  Members of this subcommittee are Maria Crist, John Lynch, Tracy Turner, Cassandra Hill, Heather Kolinsky, Michael Loudenslager and Tanya Pierce. The chair has been receiving school reports on current standards and prospects for the future.  Most of these reports have been very good—complete and insightful.  The next step is for the chair to seek help from committee members to get non-responding schools to respond and to put the information received into a formal report.
Archives Committee Activities
[image: image1.jpg]LegalWriting




Memorandum

To:

LWI Board

From:
Brooke Bowman, Committee Chair; Howard Bromberg (Michigan), Mary B. Trevor (Hamline), and Cynthia Stroud (Florida Costal), Committee Members

Date:

October 6, 2009
RE:

Report of Archives Committee Activities

_____________________________________________________________

Committee Liaison:
Linda Berger and Yonna Shaw (Mercer)
Committee Charge:
The Archive Committee should work towards implementation of an archival system.
Completed Tasks:

· The Committee Chair, along with Yonna and Linda, provided the Board with our thoughts on LWI archives in a memo dated July 24.

· The Board discussed the memo during its August meeting, and the Board members answered the following questions:

· Whether the Board was comfortable with the Archives Committee created a Wiki.  Answer: Yes.

· Whether the Archives Committee should develop a submission timeline for every year or every two years.  Answer: Every two years.

· Whether listed documents should be made public or only accessible to a smaller group.  Answer: Further discussion will take place after the Wiki is established.

· Committee Chair contacted David Thomson for more information about setting up the Wiki.  David sent instructions to the Committee Chair on Thursday, October 1.

Activities/Tasks in Progress:

· As soon as the Committee Chair catches up after the recent moot court competition (and the team won!), she will begin the process of setting up the Wiki.  She expects that this activity will begin during the week of October 12.

· Once the Wiki is created, the next step is adding the content; saving the “limited access” content until David can test the access first.

· David will also work with the Committee Chair on creating search functionality for the Wiki (similar to what the Plagiarism Committee has done with its Wiki).

Reflection/Assessment:  Unfortunately, the Archives Committee does not need committee members.  Once the Wiki is up and operational, only a Committee Chair and Yonna will be needed (and of course, our Board liaison).  Hopefully, the committee members can be reassigned to committees that could use additional assistance.
Awards Committee
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MEMORANDUM

To:

LWI Board of Directors

From:

Awards Committee




Leah Christensen, Thomas Jefferson Law School




Kirsten Davis, Stetson University College of Law




Hether MacFarlane, University of the Pacific School of Law




Sonia Green, John Marshall Law School, Chicago




Lou Sirico, Villanova University School of Law




Susan Thrower, DePaul University College of Law, Chair




Christopher Wren, Wisconsin Department of Justice

Date:

December 22, 2009

Re:

Status Report of Committee Activities

Committee Charges:

Since its last report in May 2009, the Committee remained charged with the following tasks:

•  With the ALWD Blackwell Award Committee, planning the ceremony honoring the 2010 Thomas F. Blackwell Memorial Award recipient;

•  Soliciting nominations for candidates for the 2010 Courage Award and from among those nominees, selecting one or more to recommend to the LWI Board;

•  Soliciting nominations for candidates for the 2010 Golden Pen Award, and from among those nominees, selecting one or more to recommend to the LWI Board; and

•  Planning various celebrations to mark the LWI’s twenty-fifth anniversary.

Completed Tasks:
•  Mark Wojcik, Board liaison, has worked with the ALWD Blackwell Award Committee to plan the ceremony honoring Steve Johansen as the 2010 Blackwell Award recipient.  The reception will take place January 7, 2010 during the AALS annual meeting in New Orleans;

•  The Committee solicited nominations for candidates for the 2010 Courage Award and recommended Teresa Godwin Phelps to the Board;

•  The Committee solicited nominations for candidates for the 2010 Golden Pen Award and recommended William Burton to the Board.

Activities/Tasks in Progress:
•  Planning the awards ceremony for the Courage and Golden Pen Awards, both of which will be conferred at the June 2010 LWI conference in Marco Island, Florida; and

•  Planning final celebrations of LWI’s twenty-fifth anniversary at the Marco Island conference.

Reflection/Assessment:
The Committee members are working together very well to accomplish the Board’s charges.  We are all looking forward to working together to plan this summer’s awards reception, as this will be our second year planning a reception as a group, and we anticipate a smooth effort.

I could make one recommendation to the Board: that it appoint someone from one of the southern Florida law schools to sit on the committee this year.  Past experience shows that having a “resident” committee member to offer advice on catering, florists, etc. really comes in handy!  One or two of the existing committee members may be ready to rotate off if the Board thinks that the addition of a Florida member would cause the Committee to grow too large.
Bar Outreach Committee

Memorandum

To:

LWI Board

From:

Bar Outreach Committee



Chair:  Gail S. Stephenson, Southern



LWI Board liaison:  Mel Weresh, Drake



LWI committee members:



Toni Berres-Paul, Lewis & Clark



Twinette Johnson, St. Louis



Amy Milligan, South Carolina



David Spratt, American 



Victoria VanZandt, Dayton



ALWD Board liaison:  Kirsten Davis



ALWD committee members:




Jill Hayford, Marquette




Tom Cobb, Washington




Heather Kolinsky, Barry

Date:

November 11, 2009
RE:

Report of Committee Activities

________________________________________________________________________
Committee Charge:

1)  Bar Journal Roundup – develop a system of cataloging bar journal articles about legal research/writing/persuasion

2)  Possible outreach with the practicing bar

Completed Tasks:

None – we’re still working on them all.

Activities/Tasks in Progress:

1)  Collecting list of writing columns in state and local bar journals

The LWI web site lists only four.  We are working to expand that list.  Committee members will send links/titles to me, and once our list is as complete as we can get it, we plan to put it on the LWI/ALWD listserves to see what we might have missed.

2)  Collecting list of bar journal articles about research, writing and persuasion.

Same method as above.

3)  Collecting CLE materials/PowerPoints on research, writing and persuasion


Many of our members give CLE presentations to the practicing bar.  We are in the process of collecting handouts and PowerPoints that can be recycled by members for use in CLEs.  We’d like to establish a CLE materials bank on the LWI web site to make the materials available.

Reflection/Assessment:


Our committee got off to a slow start, but we have some concrete goals, and I think we will soon be making progress.

Listserv Committee

Memorandum

To:

LWI Board

From:

Kathryn Sampson (University of Arkansas), Committee Chair 



and Kimberly Phillips, Technology Chair (Texas Tech 




University).

Chair:  
Kathryn Sampson (Arkansas); 


Kimberly Phillips, Technology Chair (Texas Tech.).
Advisory:  
Ken Chestek (Indiana University).
Members:  
Michelle Cue (DePaul University); 


Daphne O'Reagan (Michigan State University); 


Allison Ortlieb (DePaul University)
Communications Committee Liaison: 
David Thomson (Denver University)
Date:

November 2, 2009
RE:

Report of Committee Activities

_____________________________________________________________

Committee Liaison:  Judy Rosenbaum (Northwestern)
Committee Charge:

Continue to develop policies as appropriate.  Maintain listserv and correct any functional difficulties.

Completed Tasks:

Met via telephone conference with Judy Rosenbaum, Ken Chestek, and Kimberly Phillips in December of 2008; determined to expand committee membership to facilitate the move to a clearly stated "commons" perspective for appropriate postings to the listserv; determined to separate the lines of authority within the committee to co-chairs:  a) the "technology chair" or "tech chair" who assumes primary responsibility for technical maintenance of the listserv and correction of functional difficulties [this position will be open for a new appointment as of May 2010, when Kim Phillips who currently occupies the position returns to school full-time in a graduate degree program]; and b) the listserv chair who focuses on public and private policy iniatives, convenes committee meetings, and spearheads listserv committee newsletter (March and October publication dates in 2009).

a)
 the technology chair's independent report appears on pages 


four and five of this document, under "Activities/Tasks in 


Progress"

b) 
the listserv committee chair posted a series of public 



awareness posts to lrwprof-l (in January and February of 2009), 

primarily focused on repetitious "thanks and congrats" 



messages.  These public awareness posts included an invitation 

for applications to an expanded committee.  At the close of 


this public awareness period, the Listserv Committee added 


three new members:



Michelle Cue (of DePaul University)




Daphne O'Regan (of Michigan State University)




Allison Ortlieb (of DePaul University)
The lrwprof-l committee published its first News and Congrats newsletter in March of 2009.  The publication prompted a helpful suggestion from Terrill Pollman of UNLV who suggested that list members provide an E-mail address when they publicly acknowledge another member's accomplishments.    
The expanded listserv committee conducted a telephone conference call in May of 2009 to generate ideas for alternative approaches to the listserv, including a lrwprof-l message board that Allison Ortlieb created and launched.  Also in May 2009, the Communications Committee announced the near completion of wiki source for on-line communication, an announcement that effectively placed the lrwprof-l message board on hold.
A second News and Congrats newsletter was published in October of 2009; Daphne O'Regan provided substantive edits that created a template for the inaugural newsletter and for subsequent newsletters.   Michelle Cue and Allison Ortlieb, with fine-tuning edits by Daphne O' Regan, compiled, designed, and formatted the second newsletter (including a harmonization of the color scheme with the LWI signature color scheme).  The second newsletter included an E-mail directory of individuals honored for their achievements.
The newsletters have been published via the Legal Writing Prof Blog, with long-range plans to have them posted to the LWI Website.  The current urls follow:
http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/legalwriting/2009/03/inaugural-issue-of-lrwprofl-community-news.html
and 
http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/legalwriting/2009/10/newest-issue-of-thanks-congrats-newsletter.html
In consultation with the LWI leadership, the listserv committee chair has engaged in private policy reminders to listserv members who have published politically inflammatory messages, who have published commercial messages, or who have pursued repetitious thanks and congrats messages.  Each event that is inconsistent with a "commons" policy takes one to three hours of collaboration with the LWI leadership, drafting of a diplomatic message, and providing a follow-through.  
Activities/Tasks in Progress:

The Thanks and Congrats newsletter is in the process of clarification, with a concern about the publication of information that overlaps with acknowledgements that appear in the Second Draft, the Legal Writing Law Prof Blog, and with the AALS Section Newsletter.

2009 Report by the LRWPROF-L Technology Chair, Kimberly Phillips, 
Texas Tech University School of Law

The Legal Writing Institute (LWI) maintains two listservs: the LWI-NET, a non-discussion listserv used for direct communication to all LWI members; and the LRWPROF-L, a voluntary, closed discussion listserv for those who teach legal writing.  The LWI Listserv Committee Technical Chair adds and deletes members from the LWI-NET and LRWPROF-L, otherwise maintains subscription information, and trouble-shoots for individual members as outlined below.

Yonna Shaw (Mercer School of Law) manages the LWI membership; every month she e-mails the tech chair a list of the names of new members’ and changes to current members’ e-mail addresses; the tech chair manages those additions and changes to and deletions from the LWI-NET online at https://listserv.iupui.edu  

Monthly, the tech chair receives, on average, between five and twenty requests from legal writing professors (and those associated with legal writing) who ask the tech chair to add or delete them from the LRWPROF-L.  The tech chair manages those subscription requests online at https://listserv.iupui.edu  The tech chair also receive requests from members who ask for a change to their e-mail address, their subscription type (normal or digest), and their mail delivery (temporary disablement of their mail delivery).  Although the tech chair makes some of these requested changes, the tech chair encourages members to manage their own LRWPROF-L subscriptions by sending them the following e-mail:

Once I have added you to the LRWPROF-L, you may maintain your subscription at https://listserv.iupui.edu/cgi-bin/wa-iupui.exe?HOME  The first time you access the site, you will create a password.  Once you receive your password, you can manage your own listserv subscription.  For example, you may choose to receive listserv e-mails in the digest form instead of receiving them as individual e-mails.  You may also temporarily disable mail delivery if you are going out of town or are on leave.

Finally, the tech chair helps LRWPROF-L members who are having technical difficulties with their subscriptions.  The most common problem is that the member is unable to post to the LRWPROF-L.  The tech chair resolves many of these issues by making changes to the member’s subscription e-mail address; however, sometimes the member must consult with their school’s IT department to resolve these issues.  The tech chair also often consults Ken Chestek, who is located at Indiana University where the databases are stored, to help resolve technical issues with member’s subscriptions. 

Reflection/Assessment:

The Listserv committee has had a successful year.  Informal feedback on the tenor of the listserv discussion has been highly positive, with stated appreciation for the "on-topic" focal points of the listserv discussion.  Enforcement of listserv policies is streamlined with non-public private email messages or, potentially, with a phone call (an approach the current committee chair has not used).
In its May 2009 conference call, the listserv committee discussed the need to clarify and publish netiquette standards to the list membership.  Potentially this publication could appear on the LWI web site as well as in a periodic informational post that highlights technical self-help information as well as broadly stated netiquette rules.  Publication and course of business republication of netiquette standards is an important initiative for the 2010 year.
LWI/ALWD Scholarship Grant Committee

Memorandum

To:

LWI Board

From:

Robin Wellford Slocum (Chapman), Committee Chair - LWI

Sarah Ricks (Rutgers-Camden), Committee Chair - ALWD
Committee evaluators: Aida Alaka (Washburn), Mary Algero (Loyola New Orleans), Nancy Lawler Dickhute (Creighton), Judith Fischer (Louisville), Tamara Herrera (Arizona State), Julie Oseid (St. Thomas), Hollee Temple (West Virginia), and Evelyn Tenenbaum (Albany).  Ben Templin (Thomas Jefferson) helped Robin Wellford Slocum (Chapman) compile the statistical results. 

Committee mentors: Karin Mika (Cleveland Marshall); Terry Pollman (UNLV); Judy Stinson (ASU); Christine Venter (Notre Dame); and Sarah Ricks (Rutgers-Camden).

Date:

November 30, 2009

RE:

Report of Committee Activities

_____________________________________________________________

Committee Liaison:  Terry Seligmann
Committee Charge:  The committee charge is to work as a combined committee with ALWD to solicit, mentor, evaluate, and award scholarship grants to deserving recipients.

Completed Tasks:  See Summary Report dated June 2, 2009 (will send with this e-mail) 

Activities/Tasks in Progress:

On-Going Tasks:  The committee plans to continue the solicitation, mentoring, evaluation and grant award process this upcoming year as well.   As of this date, I am waiting to receive notification as to the identity of my committee members so that we can move forward as quickly as possible.  

LexisNexis Proposal:  I have received a solicitation by LexisNexis for that company to be a scholarship grantor, whereby they would commit $5,000 to each of the two organizations (one $5000 ALWD research grant and one $5000 LWI research grant). The company’s participation would allow LWI to award an additional scholarship grant, and would not affect the process by which we solicit or evaluate grant proposals.  We could either simply assign the LexisNexis money to the two top contenders, or we could vary the grant selection process by removing the limitation that recipients would not be eligible for funding if they already receive at least that much funding from their own schools (some people have expressed a concern that this requirement discourages some good applicants from applying).  In other words, the LexisNexis grant might be given to the two best recipients irrespective of whether they already receive funding.  Alternatively, perhaps the grant could be awarded to two LRW people whose scholarship isn’t necessarily focused on LRW but would require significant research/inter-disciplinary research.  These are issues for the Board to consider; LexisNexis does not care about these issues. 

What LexisNexis would like in return is for their name to be used in the listserv e-mails that publicize the grant processes.  They would also like to have the LN award winner recognized at summer LWI conferences by doing something for them at the LN table.  Lexis is also considering recognizing the winners at a cocktail reception that they may host for professors who’ve attended their LR&W Summits in the past.  I have also forwarded their request to Terry Seligmann, as my liaison, to bring to the Board for their approval.

Reflection/Assessment:

I believe this is a terrific committee that serves a valuable purpose by encouraging and supporting scholarship among our members.  I am honored to serve in this role.  As of this point, I do not have any suggestions for additional projects.  

Process Suggestion:  My only suggestion is one of process in terms of clarifying the lines of communication.  For example, do committee members continue to serve each year on an on-going basis?  If so, do they know that?  If not, what is the process for soliciting new members, and when is the membership roster completed each year?  I have similar concerns in terms of the role of Chair of the committee.  Although I am happy to serve as Chair, I would appreciate some notice as well in terms of knowing what my role will be well in advance of November (when we should be sending out notices to the listserv), who the committee members will be, and the reports that it is my responsibility to complete.  Some advance notice would help me in preparing my calendar and would alleviate some of the stress of not knowing my role or my responsibilities (or my committee members).  

Thanks again for the privilege to serve.

Moot Court Committee

MEMORANDUM
To:

LWI Board

From:

Moot Court Committee




James D. Dimitri, Indiana University School of Law—Indianapolis,


Co-Chair



Melissa L. Greipp, Marquette University Law School, Co-Chair

Committee Members:



Coleen M. Barger, University of Arkansas at Little Rock Bowen


School of Law 



Jason K. Cohen, Rutgers School of Law—Camden 



Allison Martin, Indiana University School of Law—Indianapolis


Jessica E. Slavin, Marquette University Law School

Date:

October 6, 2009

RE:

Report of Committee Activities

_____________________________________________________________

Committee Liaison:  Robin Boyle, St. John’s University School of Law

Committee Charge:

(A) To gather and disseminate information about law school moot court programs and competitions; and

(B) To facilitate communication about moot court among members of the Legal Writing Institute.

Completed Tasks:

In the first half of 2009, Moot Court Committee created two sub-committees. The first sub-committee, consisting of Moot Court Committee co-chairs Melissa Greipp and Jim Dimitri, was assigned the task of drafting a set of model moot court judging guidelines. 

The second sub-committee, consisting of Moot Court Committee members Jessica Slavin, Allison Martin, and Jason Cohen, was assigned the task of drafting a set of model moot court competition rules. 

Before beginning a draft of the model judging guidelines, Melissa and Jim solicited advice from members of the LWI Moot Court Advisors Listserv. After receiving several suggestions from listserv members, Melissa and Jim recently completed and exchanged initial drafts of the model judging guidelines for critique and further development.

Jessica, Allison, and Jason have completed a comprehensive draft of the model competition rules. However, they are still discussing several proposed rules that may be added to the draft, including rules about whether students may participate in national competitions outside the scope of a school's own moot court program.
New Member Outreach Committee

Memorandum

To:

LWI Board

From:

New Member Outreach, Committee Chair Melody R. Daily


Beth Cohen, Western New England College School of Law


Karen Cooper, Emory University School of Law



Scott Fruehwald, Hofstra University School of Law



Sanford N. Greenberg, Chicago-Kent College of Law



Rosa Kim, Suffolk University Law School



Faisal Kutty, Valparaiso University School of Law



Megan McAlpin, University of Oregon School of Law



Mary T. Nagel, The John Marshall Law School



Jennifer Romig, Emory University School of Law



Njeri Mathis-Rutledge, South Texas College of Law

Date:

November 2, 2009

RE:

Report of Committee Activities

_____________________________________________________________

Committee Liaison:  Susan Kosse Duncan
Committee Charge:

To develop new charges/missions as the committee deems appropriate.  

To continue to provide new opportunities for new members to feel welcomed into the LWI community.

Completed Tasks:
Last year we decided to offer new-member events at regional conferences attended by New Member Committee members.  Rosa Kim volunteered to chair this sub-committee, and she organized a lunch-time meeting of new and experienced LWI members at the Rocky Mountain Legal Writing Conference in March 2009. 

Activities/Tasks in Progress:
We will continue to send welcome letters to new members throughout the year.

When possible, we will schedule new-member events at regional legal writing conferences.

We will begin planning for new-member events for the LWI Conference next summer.

We are discussing a “mentoring” program, which would enable new members to contact experienced members who have volunteered to answer questions about teaching, publishing, or other topics.  
Reflection/Assessment:

Our most ambitious project is the mentoring program. We hope to present a proposal for this program to the LWI Board by the end of March 2010.
Plagiarism Committee

Mid-Year Status Report


To: 
LWI Board 


From: Plagiarism Committee:  Brenda D. Gibson (N. C. Central U.), Craig Lawson (Neb.), Jennifer Brendel (Loyola-Chicago), Rebekah Hanley (U of Ore.), M. Lisa Bradley (Gonzaga-chair), Linda Berger, (Mercer-Board Liaison). 

Date: Nov. 4, 2009  

RE: Mid-Year Status Report of Committee Activities 

Committee Charge: 

1.  “Update the LWI resources to include information about electronic materials and plagiarism.”

2. “Among other things, suggestions have been made to the Board that the brochure available on the LWI website should be updated to reflect the relatively greater availability and use of electronic resources.”

Completed Tasks: 

1. Review of the recently published article:  Carol M. Bast & Linda B. Samuels, Plagiarism and Legal Scholarship in the Age of Information Sharing: The Need for “Intellectual Honesty.”  A subcommittee made a preliminary recommendation to not post on the plagiarism webpage as the target audience is not the LWI community.  The full committee agreed.  Recommendation:  Not to include on webpage.

2. Review of the LWI brochure:  

A. A subcommittee has identified possible areas where electronic media could be added including two new hypotheticals. They were added as hypotheticals # 10  and #11. 

B. The committee identified the need to change the referenced ALWD and Bluebook rules to conform with the more recent editions.
C. Other minor corrections were made to the brochure, including changing the LWI host school and copyright symbol.

D. The brochure was posted to the new wiki webpage. However, we are in the process of trying to remove the initial page that pops up before access to the brochure is given.

3. Individual pages of the brochure were posted on the wiki webpage.  They still need to be edited to correspond with the changes made to the brochure.  However, the committee is determining whether posting the individual pages serves a purpose. If it determines that it does not, the individual pages will be removed.

4. Additional, updated electronic resources have been added to the wiki webpage.
Activities/Tasks in Progress: 

1. The committee was contacted by David Thomson, who is involved in updating the website through a new process, a wiki system.  The committee was asked to participate in this new system by working with David to enable the committee to update its own webpage.  The committee has done so and an updated plagiarism webpage currently exists, with minor modifications still pending. 

Reflection/Assessment: 

The committee enjoyed working with David on the new system which will allow committees to update their webpages.  

The issue remains as to what to do with the old LWI plagiarism webpage. It is out of date and contains links to expired and/or nonexistent webpages.  It does not correspond with the new wiki plagiarism page. Yet the LWI community is still accessing it.

Professional Development Committee, Charge 1

MEMORANDUM

To:

LWI Board

From:

Professional Development Committee, Charge 1


Karen J. Sneddon, Mercer University School of Law,


Committee Co-Chair

Committee members:  


Linda S. Anderson, Stetson University College of Law

                     
Mark Burge, Texas Wesleyan University School of Law

                     
Sue Chesler, Arizona State College of Law (since Sept. ‘09)

Jennifer A.H. Hodge, George Mason University School of Law
  (until June 2009)

                      Lucy Jewel, John Marshall Law School

Date:

September 30, 2009
RE:

Report of Committee Activities

_____________________________________________________________

Committee Liaison:  Robin Boyle, St. John’s University School of Law

Committee Charge: Charge 1 states that the Committee will provide resources for legal writing professors regarding ways to improve/hone presentation skills.

            Per the guidance of the LWI Board, the Professional Development Committee was divided into sub-groups. This portion of the report will summarize the activities of the sub-group addressing Charge 1.

            This sub-group will present a panel at the 2010 LWI Conference in June 2010. The panel is entitled “Crowd Pleasers – How to Propose, Submit, and Deliver Stellar Presentations.” In preparation for, and as a complement to, the sub-group is developing a resource package to be distributed as part of the presentation. It is anticipated that the resource package will be accessible to others, possibly through the LWI website. This sub-group is also continuing to develop a project involving the writing and compilation of individual essays on a variety of topics relating to presentations. By the end of the fall semester, a request for contribution will be circulated to the legal writing community. It is anticipated that receipt, editing, and compilation of essays will begin in December 2009. Avenues of publication, including law journals, newsletters, websites, and wikis is currently being explored by the committee.

Suggested General and Sub Topics for LWI Essay Project

1) Presentation skills & style

-Successfully structure a presentation

-Phrases never to use in a presentation

-Developing your own style

-Finding your own voice

-Practice does not always make perfect (but it helps)

-Speaking styles

-How do the atmosphere, lighting, size, and layout of a room affect your presentation? Behind the podium or in the crowd?

-How to manage stage fright both before and during the show

-Should you use humor?

2) Audience

-Who are they?  Know them in advance? Is research necessary?

-Size of the audience

-Why are they there?  
-What do they hope to gain from the presentation?

-How to engage the audience

-How to handle questions, especially when you do not know the answer

-How to control the audience (even professional crowds occasionally lapse into distracting side bars)

3) Visual aids

-How to create engaging visual aids (for the tech savvy and non-tech savvy)
-Formatting of visual aids
-Power Point (Stacking the Deck in your Favor)

-Thinking beyond PowerPoint

-Handouts

-Role play

-Old Fashioned dry-erase boards

-Videos

4) Technology

-Beginner’s Guide (Overview article---What is even out there to use?)

-Specific Uses—Advantages and Disadvantages


Podcasts


YouTube


TWEN


On-line books/resources

Power Point—imbedded graphics, videos
5) Miscellaneous

-Takeaways—from key chains to swag

-Extent of Follow up—are you available by blog, Facebook, telephone

-Feedback—Do you want it and How to get it (incentives for the audience to complete feedback, timing of request)
Professional Development Committee, Charge 3

Memorandum

To:

LWI Board

From:

Susan Provenzano, Committee Chair for Charge #3
Alice Perlin, Loyola University Chicago School of Law

Susie Spies Roth, Northwestern University School of Law

Hillary Burgess, Hofstra University School of Law

Christine Ciambella, George Mason University School of Law

Date:

October 8, 2009
RE:

Report of Committee Activities

_____________________________________________________________

Committee Liaison:   Robin Boyle Laisure
Committee Charge:  Our charge is to interface with Academic Support professors to provide a searchable database of information to improve our teaching.  

Completed Tasks:

Activities/Tasks in Progress:  We are assessing Ruth McKinney’s website for ASP professionals to determine what synergies might exist between Ruth’s site and the database we are developing.  We are also working through ASP-related resources that others have collected to determine what to include in our database, continuing to develop our own list of resources, and continuing to evaluate the most effective form and structure for our database. Finally, we are working to develop resources for a “speakers’ bank” with a list of speakers and presentational resources on topics of mutual interest to ASP and LRW professionals.
Status Report Committee on Cooperation Between Clinical/Externship & LWI

Status Report

Committeee on Cooperation Between Clinical/Externship & LWI

October 26, 2009

Members

The current committee members are the following:


Elizabeth Fajans

Miki Felsenburg

Thalia Gonzalez

Tonya Kowalski

Amy Langenfeld

Patricia Legge

Ariana Levinson (chair)

Amy Vorenberg 

Hazel Weiser

Charge

The charge to the committee is the following:  To find active ways to foster collaboration at a local and national level about the teaching of lawyering skills. 
Current Projects

Over the past year, we have worked on two projects, both of which continue in progress.

Project One:  We have collected a number of writing samples, such as client narratives and motion papers, written by clinical students.  Each sample is annotated by a clinical professor.  We are working on providing annotations by legal writing professors alongside the clinical professor’s annotations.  The goal of the project is for legal writing and clinical professors to be able to use the annotations to see concrete examples of the language used by the different groups to describe similar concepts.  The hope is that the project will contribute to the ability of students to transfer concepts learned in legal writing to their clinical and practice work.

Project Two:  The committee has endorsed Tonya Kowalski’s work with the Native American Law clinic at Washburn as a model of cooperation.  Tonya has spearheaded the project to write up a description of the cooperation that we can post on the LWI web page so that others will be able to use it as a model.  Our hope was to also endorse several other types of cooperation to provide a variety of models, but we have been unable to get other volunteers to step up.

As a side project, we have collected some information about cooperation or potential   cooperation between legal writing and externship professors.

Survey Committee

Memorandum

To:

LWI Board

From:

John Mollenkamp & Karen Koch, Committee Co-Chairs
Lyn Goering

Thalia Gonzalez

David Krech

Karin Mika

Judy Rosenbaum

Jean Rosenbluth

Date:

November 2, 2009
RE:

Report of Committee Activities

_____________________________________________________________

Committee Liaison:  John Mollenkamp
Committee Charge:

This joint ALWD/LWI committee is responsible for the survey
Completed Tasks:

· We have reviewed the 2008 survey questions and revised appropriately for 2009;

· We have created the “Hot Topics” portion of the 2009 survey;

· We have deployed the 2009 survey and encouraged responses;

· We have reviewed the data of the 2009 survey; and

· We have drafted the final report of the 2009 survey.
Activities/Tasks in Progress:

The committee is reviewing the final report in hopes of circulating it to the membership in the next week or so.
Reflection/Assessment:

We have concluded that the opening and closing of the survey should be substantially earlier.  The mid-June closing pushed the bulk of the work on the survey into the school year, where competing time demands made completion of the survey extremely difficult.  For the next year, we are planning to return to the April closing date so that the consideration of data and generation of the report can happen during the relatively more quiet time of the end of the spring semester and the early summer.
Upper Level Writing Committee

December 2009 

Report of the LWI Upper Level Writing Committee

The goals for our the Upper Level Writing Committee, identified in the 2008 report, were

to update the advanced syllabus bank, increase the materials available for upper level legal writing courses in the Idea Bank, and update our compilation of upper level legal writing courses.  Originally, we had planned to divide the tasks between the Litigation sub-committee and the Transaction sub-committee.  However, at this point, the Committee has determined to combine the efforts of both sub-committees based on the approach we have taken to carrying out our tasks.


We decided that we first wanted to update the compilation of the upper level legal writing courses, not by sending a general request to the listserv, but by contacting the director or other senior person in each legal writing program to obtain the information that would assist us in updating the compilation of upper level legal writing courses.  Our thought was that this would yield a more complete list than a general listserv request.  


To carry out this task, we have assigned each Committee member 15-16 law schools from the list of ABA accredited law schools.  For each school assigned, the committee member is to obtain the name and email address of either the director of legal writing or senior legal writing professor.  The deadline for obtaining those lists was November 13.  As of today, we are still missing a few of those lists.  We will be sending out a reminder email early next week and hope to have those lists in hand by the end of next week.


Once those names are in hand, we will send out a survey to each one of those professors.  I have attached a copy of the draft survey that we plan to send.  We are in the process of revising and discussing this survey with our committee members.


Once we have the survey results we will be able to update the compilation of upper level legal writing courses.  In addition, however, the survey will give us contact information for faculty teaching upper level legal writing courses.  We will then contact those persons and request syllabi and course materials for the courses that they teach.


Please let us know if you have any questions or would like any additional information.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Penland & Myra Orlen,

Co-chairs of the Upper-Level Writing Committee

Survey of the Upper Level Legal Writing 
Committee of the Legal Writing Institute
(February 2010)

You’re being contacted to complete a survey to help the Legal Writing Institute. The purpose of this survey is to compile information regarding upper level legal writing courses offered by U.S. law schools.  The compilation will provide a wonderful resource both for those professors already teaching upper level legal writing courses and those who would like to teach such courses.  Your participation in this survey is greatly appreciated.  Please return the survey to Lisa Penland, lisa.penland@drake.edu by _________________.  If you believe this survey should be directed to another person at your school, please forward it to that person.  Thanks so much in advance!

1.  Please identify yourself, by name, school, email address, and position at your law school.

2.  On the attached chart, please identify all of the upper level legal courses taught at your school and provide the information requested, following the guidelines below.

Format of Course:  Indicate if the course is a lecture, seminar, simulation, clinic, combination or something else.

When Offered:  Is the course offered during the regular school year, the summer, or  during an interim?  

How often is it offered:  How often is the course offered?  Every year?  Every semester?  Every other year?  Only in the summer?

Identify the professor(s) teaching the course and his or her email address.  If the course is taught by adjunct(s), identify the professor who coordinates the adjunct(s), if that information is available.
Upper Level Writing Committee of the Legal Writing Institute – Compilation of Information Regarding Upper Level Writing Courses Offered by U.S. Law Schools
	Law School
	Title of Course 
&

Credits
	Format of Course

	When Offered

	How often is it offered?
	Elective

or Required and 1L or 3d semester program?
	How long has the course been offered at your school?
	Max. and/or Typical Enrollment
	Text or Other Materials
	Taught by FT Faculty, Adjunct or Other?
	Identify the professor(s) teaching the course and his or her email address.    
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