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Fall 2008
Common Law Reasoning

Short List of Assignments

August
27
Case Brief Assignment distributed in class.

29 Case Brief Assignment (ungraded, hard copy) due in class.

September  4
Cases for Exercise 3-E distributed in class.

 9
Exercise 3-E, incorporating cases (ungraded), due by 10 a.m. in Prof. Dodier’s Blackboard Drop Box.
12
Memorandum 1 (closed memo) team assignment (25 percent of final grade) distributed in class.

25
ALWD citation exercises distributed in class.

29
Memorandum 1 due by 10 a.m. in Prof. Dodier’s Blackboard Drop Box.
October    2
Team ALWD presentations in class (ungraded).

10
Librarian Research Exercises distributed.

17 Independent Research Exercise distributed (ungraded).

24 Answers to Librarian Research Exercises due in class (10 percent of final grade). Contract drafting assignment (5 percent of final grade) distributed in class.

28 Memorandum 2 (the individual rewrite of Memorandum 1) (35 percent of final grade) due by 10 a.m. in Prof. Dodier’s Blackboard Drop Box.

November   6   Adversarial Letter to Opposing Counsel assigned (15 percent of final grade).

7 Contract drafting assignment due (5 percent of final grade).

13 Independent Research Exercise report due in class (ungraded) and oral presentations in class (ungraded).

20
ALWD Citation Quiz (5 percent of final grade).

26
Adversarial Letter to Opposing Counsel (15 percent of final grade) due by 10 a.m. in Prof. Dodier’s Blackboard Drop Box.
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1.
Case Brief: Prepare a brief of a case that you will use in your Memo 1 assignment.  Assigned Wed., Aug. 27; hard copy due in class on Fri., Aug. 29.  Ungraded.
2.
Written Analysis: Prepare written analysis of statutory problem using caselaw.  You will write an analysis section only.  Assigned Fri., Sept. 5; due by 10 a.m., Tues., Sept. 9.  Ungraded.

3.
Memo 1: Objective memo analyzing a legal problem under federal law.  You will write this memo as part of a two person team.  You should prepare only the Fact and Discussion sections of the memo.  You will be graded on the Discussion section only.  Assigned Fri., Sept. 12; due by 10 a.m., Mon., Sept. 29.  Twenty-five percent of final grade.  

4.
Memo 2: Rewrite of Memo 1.  You will write this memo alone.  You should prepare the Fact, Question Presented, Conclusion, and Discussion sections of this memo. All parts of the memo will be graded.  Due by 10 a.m., Tues., Oct. 28.  Thirty-five percent of final grade.

5.
Adversarial Letter to Opposing Counsel: Assigned Thurs., Nov. 6; due by 10 a.m., Wed., Nov. 26.  You will write this letter alone. Fifteen percent of final grade.  

6.
Group Completion of ALWD Citation Exercises.  Completion of ALWD exercises in three-person teams.  Distributed on Thurs., Sept. 25.  Team presentations (oral) in class on Thurs., Oct. 2.
7.  Citation Quiz: In-class ALWD citation quiz in class on Thu., Nov. 20.  Five percent of final grade. 

8. Contract Drafting: Team completion of Contract Drafting Exercise.  Five percent of final grade.  Assigned on Oct. 24.  Due by 10 a.m. on Nov. 7.
9. Librarian Research Exercises:  Completion of Librarian Research Exercises.  Students must view on-line video before research class sessions on October 3 and October 10.  Exercises assigned on Oct. 10.  You may complete these individually or in two-person teams.  Due in class on Fri., Oct. 24.  Ten percent of final grade.
10.  Class attendance and participation.  The Law School’s rules require that you attend classes.  Unexcused absences may affect your grade.  Five percent of your grade will be based on your attendance and participation in class discussions. 
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Fall 2008
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Course and Assignment Calendar 
Fall Semester 2008
WEEK 1

Mon.,Aug.25
Introduction to the American Court System



Class time: 12 noon to 1:30 p.m.  Read Shapo, Ch. 1 and Fine, Ch. 1 for class today.



Wed.,Aug.27
The American Court System continued; Parts of Case; How to Brief a Case
Class time: 9:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.  Read Shapo, Ch. 2, pp. 39-62 and Fine, Ch. 2 for class today. 
Assignment: Case brief assignment distributed in class.  Assignment due in class on Fri., August 29.  Analogies exercise distributed.  Read and be prepared to discuss the analogies exercise during our Fri., Aug. 29 class.

Fri.,Aug.29
Analogies; Statutes and their Elements; Organization
Class time: 9:30 a.m. to 11:40 a.m.  For class today, read Shapo Ch. 2, pp. 62-75 (skim Exercises); 89-100 (skim Exercises 3-A – 3-D; review Exercise 3-E); Ch. 4 (skim Exercises).  Also read Fine, Ch. 3.  Case brief assignment due in class.  Review case brief.


Assignment: Prepare an outline of the Shapo Exercise 3-E, p. 99, for discussion in class on Thurs., Sept. 4.

WEEK 2
Mon.,Sept.1
Labor Day Holiday

Thu.,Sept.4
Statutes and Their Elements; Organization
For class today, read Shapo, Ch. 3, pp. 100-12 (skim Exercises); review Ch. 4.  Review Shapo, Ch. 2, pp. 62-80 (skim Exercises); Ch. 3, 89-100 (skim Exercises).

Assignment: Read Mann and Stone cases for discussion on Fri., Sept. 5.  Consider how those cases will fit into your analysis of Shapo Exercise 3-E.

Fri.,Sept.5
Synthesis and small scale organization; parts of a memo; thesis paragraphs


For class today, read Shapo, Ch. 2, pp. 80-87 (skim Exercises); Chs. 5, 6 & 7 (skim Exercises).  We will have a classroom discussion of Exercise 3-E, Mann and Stone.

Assignment: Write an analysis, no longer than five pages, of Exercise 3-E using Mann and Stone.  Include only analysis in your five pages (no statement of facts).  Read Griggs exercise for discussion in class, Thurs., Sept. 11.

WEEK 3

Tues.,Sept.9
Exercise 3-E, with cases, due no later than 10 a.m. in my Blackboard Drop Box
Thu.,Sept.11
Small Scale Organization; class peer edit of Exercise 3-E with cases; discussion of Griggs organization exercise
For class today, review Shapo, Ch. 2, pp. 80-87 (skim Exercises); Ch. 5 (skim Excercises); read Ch. 8 (skim Exercises).

Fri.,Sept.12
Parts of a Memo; synthesis

For class today, review Ch. 2, pp. 80-87; Shapo, Ch. 7 (skim Exercises).  Also read Fine, Ch. 10.
Assignment: Memo 1 assignment distributed; due no later than 10 a.m., Mon., Sept. 29.

WEEK 4
Thu.,Sept.18
Discussion of Memo 1; peer edit of Memo 1

Sections
For class today, prepare a page or two of your team’s Memo 1 discussion section.  You will share that page or two with the members of one other two-person Memo 1 team, during class.
Fri.,Sept.19
Discussion of Memo 1, continued

WEEK 5
Thu.,Sept.25
Citation

For class today, read Shapo App. B-2 and Fine, Ch. 9.  Bring your ALWD Manual to class.




Assignments: Ungraded citation exercises distributed in class.  Be prepared to discuss answers to the citation exercises in class on Thurs., Oct. 2.  

Fri.,Sept.26
Citation, continued




Today, we will work on the citation exercises.
WEEK 6
Mon.,Sept.29
Memo 1 (two-person team memo; 25 percent of final grade) due no later than 10 a.m. in my Blackboard Drop Box
Thu.,Oct.2
Citation Exercise Review:  Team presentations and class discussion of ALWD exercises (distributed Thurs., Sept. 25).
Fri.,Oct.3
Introduction to Research I



Location: Section 5 will meet in Cutting Hall at 8:50 a.m., as usual.  Section 2 will not meet as a class at 12 noon.  Instead, Section 2 will meet at 2 p.m., Room TBA.  Students must view on-line videos before Oct. 3 research session.
WEEK 7
Thu.,Oct.9
No Class

Fri.,Oct.10
Introduction to Research II




Assignment: Research exercises distributed.  Due in class on Fri., Oct. 24.




Location: Section 5 will meet in Cutting Hall at 8:50 a.m., as usual.  Section 2 will not meet as a class at 12 noon.  Instead, Section 2 will meet at 2 p.m., Room TBA.  Students must view on-line videos before Oct. 10 research session.
WEEK 8
Thu.,Oct.16
TBA
Fri.,Oct.17
TBA.  Independent Research Exercises distributed.
WEEK 9
Mandatory conferences this week.

Thu.,Oct.23
Westlaw and Lexis Presentations



Training in on-line research skills.
Fri.,Oct.24
Contract Drafting



Answers to Librarian Research Exercises due in class today.




Location and time TBA.




Assignment:  Contract Drafting team assignments distributed (5 percent of final grade).  Due in class on Friday, November 7. 
WEEK 10
Tues.,Oct.28
Rewrite of Closed Memo (individual memo; 35 percent of final grade) due no later than 10 a.m. in my Blackboard Drop Box

Thu.,Oct.30
Prof. Dodier in library during class hours for Q&A on Independent Research Projects
Fri.,Oct.31
Prof. Dodier in library during class hours for Q&A on Independent Research Projects.
WEEK 11

Thu.,Nov.6
Persuasion and Letter Writing
For today, read Shapo, Ch. 15, pp. 326-53 (skim exercises); Ch. 16, pp. 365-76 (skim exercises).
Assignment:  Adversarial Letter to Opposing Counsel.  Due Wed., Nov. 26 by 10 a.m.
Fri.,Nov.7
Persuasion and Letter Writing, continued
Team contracts due today. For today, review Shapo, Ch. 15, pp. 326-53 (skim exercises); Ch. 16, pp. 365-76 (skim exercises).

WEEK 12
Thu.,Nov.13
Individual Research Presentations in class today
Fri.,Nov.14
Contract Drafting, continued



Location and time TBA.
WEEK 13
Thu.,Nov.20
ALWD Citation Quiz

Fri.,Nov.21
Exam Tips and Q&A on Adversarial Letter to Opposing Counsel
WEEK 14
Wed.,Nov.26
Adversarial Letter (each student writes this alone; 15 percent of final grade) due no later than 10 a.m. in my Blackboard Drop Box
�Please note that both sections of our class will meet in RB 175 during Orientation Week (Week One).  Our classes will meet in Cutting Hall, MC 381, for the rest of the semester.  Section 5 will meet on Thursday and Friday mornings, from 8:50 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.  Section 2 will meet on Thursdays from 2 p.m. to 3:25 p.m. and on Fridays from 12 noon to 1:30 p.m.
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