Introduction to U.S. Legal Research and Writing 
Fall 2007

Syllabus

	Week and Theme
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Assignments/ Deadlines

	Week of 

August 21: Introduction to the U.S. Legal System 

	Aug 21
	· Course Overview
· United States Common Law
· Review Sources of Primary Authority
· Review Court System
	Review handouts from orientation

	Assign:  Writer’s Profile
Assign and Due:

Essay: Contrast legal discourse in the US with legal discourse in your home country 

	
	Aug 23
	· Study of law in the U.S.:  Case Method

· Review Critically Reading and Briefing Cases

· Identify legal rule

· Compare and contrast Case Law Rules
	Nedzel:  18-37
 
	Due:  

Exercise:  Page 31
(Brief of Lestina)
Assign: 

Brief Hanson; compare and contrast rule in Hanson with Lestina and Bourque

	Week of 

August 28
Applying Case Law Rules; Explaining Cases
	Aug 28
	· Working with case law rules
· Citing Cases
	Hanson v. Kynast and Bourque
ALWD 12.1-12.11; Skim ALWD Appendixes 3, 4
	Due:  
Hanson Brief;

Rule comparison and contrast

	
	Aug 30
	· Constructing a Legal Argument 
· Step 1:  Overview of Analysis with Gun in the Boot problem

· Explaining Case law


	Nedzel:  65-79

Gun in the Boot Case


	 Assign:  Case Description

	Week of September 4

Drafting Legal Argument with Case law

	Sept 04
	· Drafting a legal Argument with Case law

	Curtilage cases
Review:  ALWD 12
	Due:  Case Description
Assign:  Case Comparison

	
	Sept 06
	· Using Effective Thesis Statements 


	Case Description Handouts

	

	Week and Theme
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Assignments/

Deadlines

	Week of September 11:
Constructing an Office Memo
	Sept 11
	· Overview of Law Office Memo

· Preferring the Active Voice

· Using the Proper Verb; Using Short Cites for Cases


	Nedzel 83-92

Redbook 1.22-1.23; 1.32; 7.11, 7.7(b)

	Due: 

Case Comparison
Assign:  Closed Memo 



	
	Sept 13
	· Issue Statements and Brief Answers

· Use of Commas and Semicolons in Issue Statements
	Nedzel:  91-92

Review Redbook 1.3-1.4, 1.6; 1.15-1.17


	Assign:  Issue Statement for Closed memo

	Week of September 18

Writing objective fact statements and synthesizing legal rules
	Sept 18
	· Writing Statements of Facts and Conclusion; 

· Using the Correct Pronoun


	Handout on Facts

Redbook 10.10-10.11; 10.20
	Due:  Issue Statement

	
	Sept 20
	· Deriving a legal rule by synthesizing Case Law

· Applying synthesized legal rule in objective and predictive manner
	Tank in the Park Materials


	

	Week of September 25:  Drafting an Annotated Outline

	Sept 25
	· Drafting an Annotated Outline

· Review analogical and rule based reasoning


	
	Assign:  Annotated Outline for Closed Memo

	
	Sept 27
	· Editing the memo

· Closed memo final question and answer
	Redbook 12.2, 13.3, 13.5
	Due:  Annotated Outline for Closed Memo

	Week and Theme 
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Assignments/

Deadlines

	Week of 
October 2

Closed Memo Due; Research Process
	Oct 02
	· The Research Process

· Using Secondary Sources to find the law

· Overview of Contract Drafting
	Nedzel 99-130

Nedzel 299-324 
	Due:  Closed Memo 

Assign: Contract Problem

	
	Oct 04
	· Researching and Interpreting statutes

· Client Interview
	Nedzel 149-172


	

	Week of 

October 9 
Research Process

(Continued)


	Oct 09
	· Researching and Updating Case Law

· Contract Terms
	Nedzel 133-147


	

	
	Oct 11
	· Computer Assisted Research
	
	

	Week of 
October 16

Review and Rewrite Closed Memo
	Oct 16
	· Return and Discuss Closed Memo
	
	Due:  Contract Problem

Assign:

Closed Memo Rewrite

	
	Oct 18
	· No Class; Individual Conferences regarding Closed Memo
	Nedzel 173-200
	

	Week of 
October 23

	Oct 23
	· Introduction to Persuasive Writing; Overview of Memorandum of Law
	Nedzel 247-281; Skim Appendix 10
	Assign:  Final Project

	
	Oct 25
	· Drafting the Persuasive Issue Statement and Facts


	
	Due: Closed Memo Rewrite



	Week of 

October 30
	Oct 30
	· Drafting Point Headings
	Handout distributed on Oct 25


	Assign: Annotated Outline


	Week and Theme
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Assignments/

Deadlines

	
	Nov 1
	· Persuasive Case Descriptions
	
	

	Week of November 6
Drafting the Argument; Preparing for Exams
	Nov 6
	· Using Rule-Based and Analogical Arguments
	Skim Nedzel 269-278
	

	
	Nov 8
	· Citing Federal Materials

· Preparing for Exams
	Review:  ALWD Rules 12, 14
	Due:  Annotated Outline

	Week of November 13
Completing the Final Project; Overview of Scholarly Writing
	Nov 13
	· Scholarly Writing 
	Nedzel 203-231
	

	
	Nov 15
	· Editing the Final Project

· Questions Regarding Final Project
	
	Bring a draft of your final project to class

	Week of November 20
Final Project Due
	Nov 20
	· Final Project Due
	
	Due:  Final Project by Noon on November 20, 2007 


Prof. Jeffrey Minetti

Stetson University College of Law

 [minneti@law.stetson.edu]
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