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Welcome to my class.  Over the next four months, we will explore (1) the U.S. legal system, (2) U.S. common law analysis and reasoning, (3) U.S. legal writing structure and style, (4) research methods for print and computer resources, (5) citation form, (6) research and writing practice for practical job experiences, and (7) exam preparation.  By using a combination of readings, class discussion and assignments, I hope to appeal to all learning styles so that each of you can learn in the way that best suits your needs and strengths.   

I will use the Westlaw service of TWEN to help with the administration of my class.  You can access TWEN through the web site www.lawschool.westlaw.com, link to TWEN and look for my class.  In addition, I will occasionally distribute handouts to you in class or in your individual mail folders outside of Patricia Carbray’s office.  Out of class, I will communicate with you through campus e-mail and through TWEN’s e-mail feature, so it is important that you register for TWEN with a reliable e-mail address that you check regularly.  I urge you to use your campus e-mail address (and perhaps have that forwarded to another address, if you choose) because students have reported that other e-mail services filter or block e-mail sent through TWEN.  If you have questions about the course or assignments, please stop by my office or e-mail me.  I will make every effort to respond to e-mails quickly.    

Please look carefully at the syllabus.  Our class will meet twice each week for the first ten weeks of the semester.  I designed the class this way because the skills learned in my class are necessary for your functioning in your other classes and I want you to acquire those skills as early in the semester as possible.  We will finish by the first week of November.  I ask you to bear with the class during the intense early weeks – it will pay off at the end of the semester when you are able to focus on your other classes and to apply the skills learned in my class to succeed in your other classes.  Michael Tehan will be the teaching assistant for this class.  He can assist you with research, writing and citations.  

Class attendance is mandatory.  If you must miss a class, please notify me in advance.  You are responsible for obtaining notes and handouts from classmates.  Preparation for and participation in class are critical parts of the course and will affect your final grade.  The class will be graded on a letter basis.  We will have several assignments during the semester, a final writing assignment and no exam.  Failure to attend class, submit the assignments or demonstrate effort and competency will result in a failing grade.  

I invite you to talk with me about any of your interests, concerns, questions or ideas.  I very much look forward to sharing the semester and your U.S. experience with you, and to a productive course.

SYLLABUS

Professor:  


Jessica Rubin

Office:



Hosmer 182A

Phone:


570-5209

E-mail:

jessica.rubin@law.uconn.edu

Office Hours:
Mondays, 11:00 – 1:00, Thursdays, 1:00 – 2:00.  Please feel free to stop by during office hours and at other times.  I am usually in my office each day until 3 p.m.     

Class Time & Location:
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:45 – 3:00 in Starr 225

Teaching Assistant:
Michael Tehan – Michael.tehan@uconn.edu
Required Texts:*
Richard K. Neumann, Jr., Legal Reasoning and Legal Writing (5th ed. 2005) (“Neumann”).  This book contains an excellent explanation of legal analysis and reasoning, with instruction on the structure, content and style of legal writing.  

Amy E. Sloan, Basic Legal Research: Tools and Strategies (3rd ed. 2006) (“Sloan”).  This book clearly explains print and computer research resources, including images of each source and helpful checklists for your research paths.  

A Uniform System of Citation (18th ed. 2005) (the “Bluebook”).  This is the manual for legal citation form.  Eventually, it will make sense. 

Suggested Texts:
John Bronsteen, Writing a Legal Memo (2006) (helpful advice and samples for memo writing)

John C. Dernbach, Richard V. Singleton, et al, A Practical Guide to Legal Writing & Legal Method (2nd ed. 1994) (helpful to understand case briefing, legal analysis and writing structure)

Nadia Nedzel, Legal Reasoning, Research and Writing for International Graduate Students (2004) (“Nedzel”) (contains an overview of our class material, tailored to the interests of international students, yet not as thorough as our required texts)

Mark Wojcik, Introduction to Legal English (2nd ed. 2001) (contains an overview of the U.S. legal system, guidance on written and spoken English and sample documents that you may need for home and school – highly recommended for those of you struggling with spoken or written English and/or the U.S. style of legal writing)

Richard C. Wydick, Plain English for Lawyers (4th ed. 1998) (a brief and entertaining guide to writing simply and concisely)

*  Copies of the Required and Suggested Texts have been placed on reserve at the Law Library.  You might want to review the books there prior to deciding whether to purchase the books or to read your assignments in the books at the library.  All reading assignments in this syllabus must be read prior to class on the date indicated.  

Course Requirements and Grading
1. Assignments


All assignments, except the Research Assignment, must be typed, double spaced, with margins of at least one inch on all sides.  You must use 12-point Times New Roman font.  All pages must be numbered.  Your work should be free of formatting, grammatical and spelling errors.  Your work product must be entirely your own.  All assignments must be submitted on the dates indicated on your syllabus.  Late submission will affect your grade unless you obtain an extension from me in advance of the due date/time.  Since we will review many of our assignments in class on the date that you submit them, late submission will sometimes not be at all allowed.  

2. Attendance and Participation

Class attendance is mandatory.  If you must miss a class, please notify me in advance.  You are responsible for obtaining notes and handouts from classmates.  Preparation for and participation in class are critical parts of the course and will affect your final grade.

3. Grading

Each assignment can earn a maximum number of points (listed below) towards your grade for the course.  Your final grade will be a letter grade.  

Case Brief

 5

Research Assignment

20

Grammar Worksheet

 5

Writing Assignment 1

10

Writing Assignment 2

15

Writing Assignment 3

30



Class Participation

15

Total:
          100

CLASSES

August 26
The U.S. Legal System; Common Law and the Courts; Precedent

Tuesday
and Stare Decisis; Overview of Civil Procedure

Assignment:
Read Neumann 3-14, 29-41; read Sloan 1-9 (bottom of page), 77-83


Sarnicandro and Academic Misconduct Statement distributed on TWEN

August 28
Legal Rules; Briefing Cases; Discussion of Sarnicandro; Plagiarism

Thursday
and Standards of Academic Conduct

Assignment:
Read Neumann 15-28, 43-48; read and brief Sarnicandro; read Academic Misconduct Statement 


Schipper distributed on TWEN

September 2
Common Law Analysis and Reasoning; Synthesis of Law; 

Tuesday 
Discussion of Schipper
Assignment:
Read Neumann 163-169 (middle of page); read Schipper
Totten, Dwyer, TRACC reading, Shapo article and Oates article distributed on TWEN

September 4
Evolution of Doctrine; Discussion of Totten and Dwyer;
Thursday
the TRACC Model of Legal Writing


Assignment:
Read Totten and Dwyer; brief Dwyer; read Oates article (at your convenience); read Shapo article and TRACC reading

***Brief of Dwyer due in class

Writing Assignment 1 distributed

September 9
Persuasive Writing - Organization, Style and Argument; 

Tuesday 


Assignment:
Read Neumann 53-69, 99-109, 111-127, 133-138, 205-224, 301-337; Neumann Appendix F (especially the argument section); do Writing Assignment 1 

September 11
Review of Writing Assignment 1

Thursday


***Writing Assignment 1 due in class
September 16 
Introduction to Legal Research - Strategies and Secondary Sources

Tuesday


Assignment:
Read Sloan 9-76, 333-348

Research Assignment and Grammar Worksheet distributed

September 18
Legal Research - Primary Sources and Shepard’s

Thursday



Assignment:
Review Sloan 77-83; read Sloan 83-153
September 23 
Legal Research – How and When to Use Legal Citations (The 

Tuesday 
Bluebook)

Assignment:
Read Neumann 251-273; bring Bluebook to class

September 25
Computer Training – Library computer lab

Thursday


September 30
 No class

Tuesday

October 2
 Integrative Research Approaches; Free Computer Research

Thursday

Assignment:
Read Sloan 295-332

***Research Assignment and Grammar Worksheet due in class

Writing Assignment 2 distributed in class

October 7
The Office Memo - Introduction to Predictive Writing –

Tuesday 
Organization and Format; Hierarchy of Authority

Assignment:
Read Neumann 73-78, 85-96, 111-138, 147-182, 217-249

October 9
No class

Thursday

October 14
Review of Writing Assignment 2

Tuesday

***Writing Assignment 2 due in class 


Statutory Writing Exercise posted on TWEN

October 16
Statutes and Regulations; Statutory Interpretation

Thursday



Assignment:
Read Sloan 155-198; read Neumann 183-200; review Statutory Writing Exercise for class discussion  

October 21
Introduction to Writing Assignment 3

Tuesday


Writing Assignment 3 distributed

October 23
 Predictive Writing – Discussion of Research; Analysis

Thursday
 and Discussion of Issues; Style and Conclusion

Assignment:
Research Writing Assignment 3; read sample memo in Neumann Appendix C; (optional) read sample memos in Bronsteen and/or Dernbach on reserve in Law Library

Nedzel reading distributed

October 28
Preparing for and Taking Exams 

Tuesday


Assignment:
Read Nedzel article and sample exams distributed to your mailboxes; read Neumann 291-298

October 30
Client Letters; U.S. Business Letters; Contracts; Academic Legal 

Thursday
Writing

Assignment:
Read Neuman 279-290 and materials distributed  
November 4
Extra Office Hours

Tuesday

November 6
***Writing Assignment 3 due outside of Hosmer 182A by 3 p.m.

Thursday

5
8

