SYLLABUS

American Legal Systems

Hamline University School of Law
LAW 36641(FALL 2006)

Professor Mary Dunnewold, mdunnewold@hamline.edu, 523-3082
Required Reading: Nadia Nedzel, Legal Reasoning, Research and Writing for International Graduate Students, Aspen Publishers 2004.  
Purpose:  This class provides an overview of the United States legal system and introduces foreign lawyers to legal reasoning, research and writing as taught in American law schools.  Law in the United States is primarily derived from a combination of statutory law and common law.  Early American law was taken in most part from England and its common law system.  But with the increased activity of state and federal legislatures, American law has become a mixture of common law and code-based law.  Although there are similarities between many civil law systems and the American legal system, students must understand the influence of common law principles to appreciate the American legal system.  Because individual cases play such an important role in the American Legal system, students must learn to research and “analyze” case law.  To properly analyze and apply case law, students must also develop an understanding of the federal system, weight of legal authority, legal reasoning and conventions of American legal writing.
Coverage:  This course will cover basic principles and create a foundation for further study.  It will introduce students to the structure of the American legal system and the legal methodology of American law, including legal reasoning, research, and writing.  Students will write a client letter and a legal memorandum both of which are documents commonly written by US lawyers.  Students will also write a short brief in support of a motion and argue an oral motion in a moot court setting. 
Class Format:  Lecture, guest speakers, court visits, class discussion, questions/answers, writing exercises, motion argument and a take home final exam.
Grading Policy: Students will complete three short assignments:  a client letter, a memorandum, and a short brief in support of a motion. Students will also argue a motion.  There will be a final take home exam.  Students are required to abide by the law school code of conduct applicable to writing assignments.  The grading is as follows:

Client Letter


30 points 
Memorandum


40 points
Motion Brief


40 points
Motion Argument

30 points
Attendance/Participation
20 points
Take Home Exam

40 points
Attendance:  Students are expected to attend class and be prepared for each class session.  
Week 1 
August 24, 2006
Topic:
   
Introduction, Overview of American Legal System

Reading:
Chapter 1 of Legal Reasoning

Exercise:
Case brief due week 2

Week 2
August 31, 2006

Topic:

American Constitutional Law
and Federal System

Reading:
To be announced.
Exercise:
To be announced.
Week 3
September 7, 2006

Topic:

Finding and Citing Basic Legal Resources




 
Reading:
Chapter 2 of Legal Reasoning

Exercise:
Research exercise from book.  Attend Westlaw/Lexis training.


        
                









Week 4
September 14, 2006 

Topic:

Legal Reasoning and Objective Writing
Reading:
Chapter 3 of Legal Reasoning, to page 82
Exercise:
Client Letter Assignment distributed.
Week 5
September 21, 2006

Topic:
Researching a Given Fact situation
Reading:
Chapters 4, 5, 6 of Legal Reasoning

Exercise:
Research log exercise from book. 
Week 6
September 28, 2006    

Topic:

Writing a Memorandum

Reading:
Legal Reasoning Chapter 3, pp. 82-x, Chapter 7.

Exercise:
Client Letter Assignment due on in class on Thursday, September 28.  Memo Assignment distributed.
Week 7
October 5, 2006

Topic:

Judicial System:  motions and trials.  Progress on Memo Assignment.

Reading:
No reading assignment.

Exercise:
Work on memo assignment.



   
Week 8
October 12, 2006



Topic:

Visit to district court

Reading:
No reading assignment

Exercise:
Work on memo assignment.

Week 9
October 19, 2006

Topic:

No class—Fall Break.

            
Reading:
No reading assignment.

Exercise:
Memo assignment due on Monday, October 16, in registrar’s office.





Week 10
October 26, 2006                            

Topic:
Advocacy writing and Appellate Process  
Reading:
Legal Reasoning Chapter 10

Exercise:
Motion assignment distributed.


Week 11
November 2, 2006



Topic:

Appellate Court Visit

Reading:
No new reading assignment.

Exercise:
Work on motion assignment.




Week 12
November 9, 2006                            
Topic:

Attorney visits to class, arguing a motion.
Reading:
No new reading assignment.

Exercise:
Work on motion assignment.

Week 13
November 16, 2006


Topic:

Motions argued.








 
Reading:
No new reading assignment.

Exercise:
Work on motion assignment.

Week 14
November 23, 2006



Topic:

Thanksgiving Break 
No class.

Exercise:
Motion brief due on Monday, November 20, in registrar’s office.

Week 15
November 30, 2006 
Topic:              Preparing for Exams, wrap up.

Reading:
Legal Reasoning, Chapter 11 and Appendix.
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