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Minutes for LWI Board Meeting held Tuesday, January 26, 2010 
Held via conference call
In attendance:  Linda Berger, Robin Boyle, Ken Chestek, Anne Enquist, Michael Higdon, Tracy McGaugh, Ruth Anne Robbins, Suzanne Rowe, Terry Jean Seligmann, Melissa Weresh, and Cliff Zimmerman.

Excused:  Susan Duncan, Judy Rosenbaum, Michael Smith, and Mark Wojcik.

Meeting started at 3 PM (Eastern Time)
Officers’ Reports

1. President: Ruth Anne Robbins informed the Board that on the clinicians’ listserv, the clinicians are discussing a letter and statement, addressed to the ABA and signed by 14 university presidents and chancellors, regarding the regulation of the terms and conditions of employment of faculty at law schools.  It states, in part, as follows: “We urge the ABA Council to remove from its Standards for Approval of Law Schools all Standards and Interpretations that require that a law school must provide specified terms and conditions of employment of its faculty and others.”  Also on the clinicians’ listserv is a current discussion about job talk systems for clinicians.
2. President-Elect: Ken Chestek reported that work is progressing with the 2010 Conference Program Committee.  The webpage is under construction and registration should begin in February.   Nominations for the LWI Board positions are due next month; some nominations have been received and he expects to see more as the deadline approaches.  Robbins added that the elections process is faster since the bylaws were revised.
3. Treasurer:  Michael Higdon reported that he is working with the 2010 Program Committee in setting up conference registration online.
4. Immediate Past President:  Susan Duncan was unavailable for the meeting. 
5. Secretary: Robin Boyle asked the Board to approve Minutes of two Board Meetings – one held November 2009 and one held earlier this month (January 14, 2010).  A motion was made to approve the Minutes of the November 24th Board Meeting, seconded, and the motion carried by voice vote.  Revisions were suggested regarding the draft Minutes for the January 14, 2010 meeting. A motion was made to approve those Minutes with revisions, and the motion was seconded.  By voice vote, the Minutes of the January 14, 2010 Board Meeting were approved, with revisions. 
Boyle suggested that on the February call the Board discuss the Mid-Year Reports by the Committees, and all agreed to put the item on the agenda.

Old Business

1 –Anne Enquist presented a revised Draft (#9) of the Award Policy from the designated Ad Hoc Committee.  The purpose of the policy is to establish a “thoughtful and coordinated” process by which awards and created and given by the Institute.  The Board discussed the draft definition of “award,” which read in part: 

“the word ‘award’ does not include (1) appointments to Institute committees, boards, or workshop panels, or (2) scholarships, other monetary grants, or other expressions of recognition by the Institute for which there are separate established awarding procedures.

Members expressed concern that the policy be flexible so that, for example, the Journal of LWI and the Board could acknowledge the service of outgoing directors and editors, when appropriate.  The Board agreed that the policy should enumerate a third category that would be worded to indicate “or other one-time expressions of recognition for a specific or discrete contribution.”  Also the board agreed to eliminate a wordy phrase.  The Board reached consensus and stated it did not want new award proposals to come with requirements about when and where they will be given.  The Board changed "must" to "should" in the last bullet to make sure, though, that no new award proposal was thrown out on a technicality. Robbins asked if anyone opposed these suggestions; there was no opposition. It was agreed that the Ad Hoc Committee will redraft to produce language as suggested.
2 – The Board considered a proposal presented by Tracy McGaugh (in abstentia), who needed to exit the conference call early to return to work.  The proposal requested that LWI co-sponsor the upcoming conference in Turkey that she is co-organizing, called “Twenty-First Century Legal Skills: Istanbul & Ankara.”  Touro Law Center, South Texas College of Law, Bahcesehir University, and Ankara University will be sponsoring this legal skills conference in two locations in Turkey: Istanbul and Ankara (the Capitol city).  Istanbul will be May 24-27; Ankara will be June 1-4.   The proposal seeks not monetary contributions from LWI but the use of its logo on all conference promotional materials, presenter certificates, and attendee certificates.  After discussing this proposal, the Board agreed to permit the conference organizers to use the LWI logo on the materials they suggested.
3 – Following from the discussion of the Board meeting held on January 14, Suzanne Rowe asked the Board to further consider the issue of conference donations and LWI’s anti-discrimination policy.  At the January 14 meeting, the Board had discussed future donations to the 2010 conference, but not contributions made prior to the meeting.  The Board noted that Lexis and Westlaw make contributions to LWI conferences from time-to-time. After discussing the issue, the Board now agreed that LWI will ask those schools who donated money to the 2010 biennial conference to affirm that they comply with LWI’s non-discrimination policy, in writing, in order for LWI to promote their name (such as to put their name on a sign at the conference) and include their name in our conference promotional materials.  If they have made a donation and do not sign the policy (supporting us with their generosity only), LWI will not publicize their name.    
New Business:
1 – On account of the meeting running until 4 PM, the Board agreed to table the following agenda item until the February conference call: Jane Kent Gionfriddo – Proposed Policies and Procedures for the LWI Monograph Series.

4:1 0 PM - Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Robin Boyle, Secretary
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