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Minutes for LWI Board Meeting held Tuesday, February 16, 2010 3 PM (Eastern Time).

Held via conference call.

In attendance:  Linda Berger, Robin Boyle, Ken Chestek, Susan Duncan, Anne Enquist, Ruth Anne Robbins, Judy Rosenbaum, Suzanne Rowe, Terry Jean Seligmann, Melissa Weresh, Mark Wojcik & Cliff Zimmerman.

Excused: Michael Higdon, Tracy McGaugh & Michael Smith.

Officers’ Reports
1. President: Ruth Anne Robbins informed the Board about incorporating wiki into our committee functioning.  Montana Banana has started training 16 LWI committees on how to use the wiki.  The Plagiarism Committee was the first to be trained, which reported that it was challenging to get started, but once the wiki was up and running it worked well for updating purposes.  The appearance of the wiki is being improved. David Thomson is working with Montana Banana to make it easier to use by not showing as many options and making it easier to set up.  The Board will also be converting to the wiki format.  We can use TWEN in the meantime, but can archive documents on the wiki.  The wiki will need password protection.

 

For the Board’s approval is the Writer’s Workshop tentatively planned for this summer.  The organizers need to post a Call and have asked for provisional approval.  (Discussed below under New Business.)

 

2. President-Elect: Ken Chestek reported on the 2010 Conference Program Committee and on the amount of sponsor money for the conference. On-line registration will open soon.  They are arranging for online registration by credit card as an option. 

 

3. Treasurer: Michael Higdon was absent from the conference call.  Robbins announced that for the conference, the LWI logo will be placed on Lands’ End towels.  Tote bags and other items will be available to order. 

 

4. Immediate Past President:  Susan Duncan reported on ABA Council meetings. In January at AALS Annual Meeting in New Orleans, the Standards Review Committee (Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar) presented the Proposed Student Learning Outcomes.  (Robin Boyle gave a brief synopsis of the meeting and comments made during the open microphone session.) The next committee meeting will be held on March 19 & 20 in Memphis, TN and then April 25 in California.  Duncan will be in touch with Mary Beth Beazley about ALWD attending.  SALT will be attending, most likely. As previously reported, a working group, including members of SALT and legal writing, provided suggestions to the Committee on the proposed standards.  LWI and ALWD representatives attend sessions, speak with affiliate groups, such as the librarians, and share drafts of written comments before they are submitted. Duncan was thanked for her travels and monitoring. 

 

5. Secretary: Boyle asked the Board to approve Minutes of January 26, 2010. A motion was made and seconded, and by voice vote the Minutes were unanimously approved.
 

Old Business
1 – Fall 2009 Mid-Year Report of LWI Committees: In preparation for this meeting, Boyle & Robbins provided the Board with the final version of this report.  It was agreed that Boyle will send the document, as is, to Gabe Teninbaum for posting on the LWI website. It was further agreed as follows:  a) Boyle will send an email to the Committees asking for their reports in time for the June retreat/board meeting; b) the deadline for the reports will be  May 15; c) the Board will be seeking a point person on the Board for communicating with Committees about the mid-year reports (which have been collected twice each year), and this person will be charged with collecting the reports and reviewing them with an eye towards whether concerns raised by committees need addressing by the Board. 

2 –Draft Policy for LWI Awards: In preparation for this meeting, Anne Enquist and the ad hoc committee provided the Board with a revised draft Policy for Legal Writing Institute Awards (version 10).  Enquist walked through the draft policy, addressing the Board’s concerns raised during the January 26th meeting. In this current version, the definition of “award” added subsection #3 and a few other changes.  A motion was made to adopt the proposed policy, the motion was seconded, and by voice vote, unanimously approved.  The policy was adopted.
New Business
1 – Proposed Policies and Procedures for the LWI Monograph:  In preparation for this meeting, Jane Kent Gionfriddo provided the Board with this document, along with the Monograph Series Annual Report to the LWI Board.  Gionfriddo was not on the conference call, but the Board had reviewed the documents, which set forth the following information:

In January 2008, the LWI Board approved the Monograph Committee’s proposal for a monograph series that would reprint foundational Legal Writing scholarship in subject-oriented electronic volumes on the LWI web site.  It also appointed Gionfriddo as the first Editor-in-Chief of the Series.  She then began working with the members of the original Monograph Committee, which included Susan DeJarnatt (Temple University), Steven Johansen (Lewis and Clark), Alison Julien (Marquette), and Kathleen Elliott Vinson (Suffolk).  These individuals then formed the Editorial Board for Volume One of the Series and the first volume of the Monograph Series was posted to the LWI web site by the end of Summer 2009—“The Art of Critiquing Written Work.” In the fall of 2009, the Board members drafted Policies and Procedures for the Editorial Board of the Monograph Series, which address the transitional period of spring 2010 and set out the policies and procedures that will govern the Editorial Board in the future. 

As was agreed by the LWI Board:  Gionfriddo will step down as Editor-in-Chief as of the end of Spring 2010 but will remain, if the LWI Board so desires, as an advisor to the new editor-in-chief as the Board develops the second volume of the Monograph Series—a “Deskbook for New Teachers.”  (The current Board has begun working on this volume but anticipates that the majority of work on this volume will be accomplished beginning in Summer 2010 once the new editor-in-chief, managing editor, and new Editorial Board members are chosen.)  

The Editorial Board for Volume One of the Monograph Series and Gionfriddo requests that the LWI Board a) approve the drafted Policies and Procedures; b) appoint the new editor-in-chief who will begin as of the LWI Biennial Conference in Summer 2010.  Gionfriddo further proposes that in February 2010, she will solicit applications for new Board members, in line with section 5 of the new policies and procedures.  The current Editorial Board will choose the new Board members, and she will then forward the names of these individuals to the LWI Board for its approval.

Furthermore, the Proposed LWI Monograph Series Editorial Board Membership Policies and Procedures (Dated December 2009) proposed: “Section 5   Implementation of Membership Policies & Procedures: 5.1    These policies and procedures shall be effective as of January 15, 2010.”  

 

The LWI Board discussed the above proposal, implementation date of the Membership Policies and Procedures, and names of people who expressed an interest in serving as Editor-in-Chief.  A motion was made that 1) the proposed Policies and Procedures be approved and 2) the January 15, 2010 date be changed to March 1, 2010.  The motion was seconded, and by voice vote, unanimously approved.  It was further agreed that Gionfriddo will speak with a particular person who expressed interest in the position of Editor-in-Chief and request further information that can be brought back to the LWI Board for vote of approval.
 

2. Writers’ Workshop: Robbins informed the Board that an approval is requested for it to fund a Writers’ Workshop in the Summer of 2010. The Board discussed the request but agreed that it needed a formal written budget and request before Board will agree to fund. Robbins additionally reported that the organizers of the Workshop [Steve Johansen?] are charting articles produced during WW and coming to fruition in published form.   

3. Upcoming Board Retreat:  The LWI Board Retreat will be held Saturday, June 26, at the Marco Island conference hotel.  The formal business meeting will be held Sunday afternoon, June 27, and will have open doors for the membership to attend. Chestek will look into whether LWI can cover the cost of the hotel rooms for Board members for Friday and, possibly Saturday, night. 

 4. LWI Elections:  The deadline for the LWI Board Election is coming up.  The Board congratulated Chestek for running a smooth election and for the high number of qualified candidates running. 

5. Scholarship grants: Robbins forewarned the Board that there needs to a quick turn-around period between receiving the scholarship grant proposals and selection of recipients. Members of the LWI Board who volunteered to review these grant proposals were Terry Jean Seligmann, Michael Hidgon, Anne Enquist, and Melissa Weresh.  The selections need to be announced by April 1. Either by electronic meeting, or during our March conference call, we need to decide how much we can spend on scholarship grants.  We had talked last year about possibly raising the amounts slightly. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:04 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Robin Boyle, Secretary

