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Minutes for LWI Board Meeting held April 28, 2010.
Meeting Conducted by Conference Call starting at 1:00 PM (Eastern Daylight Time).
Board Members In attendance:  Robin Boyle, Kenneth Chestek, Susan Duncan, Anne Enquist, Michael Higdon, Ruth Anne Robbins, Judy Rosenbaum, Terry Jean Seligmann, Michael Smith, Melissa Weresh, and Mark Wojcik.

Newly elected Board Members in attendance: Alison Julien, Suzanne Rabe, and Dave Thomson.

Current Board Members excused: Linda Berger, Tracy McGaugh, Suzanne Rowe, and Clifford Zimmerman.
Officers’ Reports

1. President:  Ruth Anne Robbins made four announcements:  
a) At the upcoming the June Board Retreat at Marco Island, we will be voting to fill open positions for the Executive Committee.  Ken Chestek, as current President-Elect, will succeed to President; Robbins will succeed to Immediate Past Present. Those currently staffing the other EC positions will be completing their terms, leaving vacant the following: President-Elect, Treasurer, and Secretary.  Robin Boyle is drafting a job description for Secretary and will post it on the Board’s TWEN site.  Michael Higdon will be drafting a job description for Treasurer.  Robbins encouraged Board members whose terms are continuing for another two years and those who are newly elected to consider running for any of the three positions.  Interested Board members can speak directly with Robbins about the positions and should let her know if they are considering running.  
b) During the last Board Meeting, Robbins had reported that Kathleen Vinson was looking for another design company for Second Draft because the one Vinson was using ran into financial difficulty.  Robbins now reports that Vinson found a group to create and publish the online version of Second Draft.  
c) At the upcoming Marco Is. LWI conference, there will be held a Committee Fair.  Robbins asked Board members, as liaisons, to encourage their respective committees to participate in the fair.  We have rented tack boards to present posters so that committees can advertise themselves.
d)  Starla Williams, from Widener law school, will be chairing a newly formed LWI Diversity Committee.  On Monday evening there will be a meet-and-greet session and Board members are encouraged to attend.     
2. President-Elect:  Ken Chestek updated the Board on two items:

a) The progress of the 2010 Conference Program Committee -  The Steering Committee held a conference call prior to this Board’s meeting to review logistics and details of the event.  Thus far, there are approximately 300 registrants, which is a comparable figure to the last biennial conference at this point in time.  The registration website is working well.  Michael Higdon has been helpful in this regard.  In the future, it would be helpful if the form prompted registrants to indicate that they are paying for someone other than themselves.  We have brought in more sponsorship money than we had budgeted.  All sponsors listed on our website comply with our LWI non-discrimination policy.
b) At the Marco Island conference, LWI will present the 2010 LWI Golden Pen Award to William C. Burton, Esq.  The ALWD Thomas F. Blackwell Award was presented to Steve Johansen during the January reception held in New Orleans the week of the AALS Annual meeting.  The Blackwell Award will be re-presented to Johansen at the biennial conference. Additionally, LWI will acknowledge the recipients of scholarship grants.  The recipient of the Terri LeClercq Courage Award is Teresa Godwin Phelps, who unfortunately will be out of the country and unavailable to receive the award at the Marco Island conference.  Chestek asked the Board if the Courage Award could be presented at AALS Annual Meeting in January 2011 in San Francisco and the Board agreed. 

3. Treasurer: Michael Higdon’s report was included in Chestek’s conference announcements (above).
4. Immediate Past President:  Susan Duncan had circulated to the Board the agenda for an ABA meeting, which was held last weekend.  She had not planned on attending and had nothing further to report.  Chestek and Robbins will be attending the CLEA conference.  The Board thanked Duncan for her extensive traveling during the past years in order to attend meetings of the ABA Council and Standards Review Committee.  Although she is rotating off of her position as Immediate Past President, Duncan volunteered to continue to travel to attend the Council and Committee meetings.  It was suggested that she mentor another Board member and bring this person to the meetings so that LWI will have continuity with ongoing ABA discussions.  Duncan volunteered Melissa Weresh who has attended meetings in the past. Weresh agreed to continue attending ABA meetings.
5. Secretary: Prior to today’s conference call, Robin Boyle had circulated the Minutes of the Board’s monthly meeting conducted by conference call, held on March 22, 2010, and also Minutes of the continuation of that meeting, which was conducted electronically and commenced March 25, 2010.  The Board voted and approved both sets of Minutes.  Boyle reminded the Board that it had previously decided to ask LWI Committees for Mid-Year Reports for the Board to review at the June Retreat. Boyle is in the process of asking Committee Chairs to submit the Mid-Year Committee Reports by Tuesday, May 18.  Boyle promised to collect the reports and compile them into one document in time for the Retreat. She asked the Board, as liaisons, to remind their respective committees.
New Business
1. Award Committee’s Recommendation: For the winner of the 2009-10 Hecht Award, the Awards Committee recommended Dr. Jeremy Francis for his article Finding Your Voice while Learning to Dance, which appeared in Vol. 24, No.1 of The Second Draft (Fall 2009).  Dr. Francis is the Writing Skills Specialist at the Michigan State University College of Law.  The Committee sought LWI Board’s approval.  A Board member made a motion to approve. (Since it is a committee report, a second to the motion was not required.)  After voice vote, the motion carried.  
2. December One Day Workshops.  Mark Wojcik announced that during the Marco Island retreat/meeting weekend, that there will be an informal meeting to plan for 2010 One-Day Workshop for Adjuncts and New Legal Writing Professors.  Last December, LWI hosted two workshops on the same day – one at John Marshall law school in Chicago, coordinated by Mark Wojcik, and the other at St. John’s University Manhattan campus, coordinated by Robin Boyle.  The workshops were very successful in training adjuncts and new legal writing professors and also in helping LWI raise money from the registration fees.  The host schools donated the food provided at the workshops and photocopied all handouts.  This event provided a good model for going forward to expand the workshops to more cities.  Tentatively, the next date for the workshops will be December 3, 2010.  Wojcik is currently working on materials to circulate to schools interested in hosting (Boyle had provided a preliminary draft the day after the event).
Upon motion and voice vote to adjourn, the meeting concluded at 1:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Robin Boyle, Secretary  
