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LWI Board Meeting Minutes

Date:
Tuesday, November 24, 2009 
Time:
12:00 P.M. (Eastern) via conference call

In attendance:  Linda Berger, Robin Boyle, Kenneth Chestek, Susan Duncan, Anne Enquist, Michael Higdon, Ruth Anne Robbins, Judy Rosenbaum, Suzanne Rowe, Melissa Weresh, and Mark Wojcik. 

Excused:  Tracy McGaugh, Terry Jean Seligmann, Michael Smith, and Cliff Zimmerman.

Officers’ Reports

President –

Ruth Anne Robbins announced that she has been receiving many proposals from legal writing professors offering to serve as host school and editors of the Second Draft.  She and Melissa Weresh will be going through them.  Robbins agreed to circulate a list of schools and individuals after December 15, 2009.

Jane Kent Gionfriddo will step down as Editor-In-Chief of the Monograph series.  She suggested that a Managing Editor be appointed.
LWI/ALWD Survey - To discuss the delay of the data tally, the two Executive Committees held a conference call meeting.  The LWI/ALWD EC meeting concluded immediately preceding this meeting.  The following points will be raised with the two co-chairs of the survey:  (1) a request for the list of responding and non-responding schools because these lists will be included in the published survey; (2) a request to see the wording of the caveat appearing on the published survey, which will explain the lower response rate and resulting change in response figures; (3) going forward, there will be a firm deadline of publishing the survey one week before the summer national conference; (4) the survey committee will provide the EC’s with an interim deadline schedule by January; (5) the EC’s will appoint a third person to apprentice with the current co-chairs so that someone will be trained for the 2011 survey.   

President-Elect –

Ken Chestek reported that the Program Committee for the Marco Island conference is steadily progressing.  He expects to have a final list of the conference workshop scheduled by sometime in January in time to open conference registration.  

After the Board conducted two conference calls with Memorable Meetings, it was decided to possibly engage meeting planners for the site selection of the 2014 conference.  

Mark Wojcik suggested for future national conferences, that the Board use on-line registration allowing for use of credit cards to pay for registration fees.  In his experience in planning for the December 4th One-Day Workshop in Chicago and NYC, the on-line registration is working well.  Michael Higdon reported that he has received a check in the mail covering some of the registration fees and that he would like to see a final roster of registrants so that he can cross-check what he is receiving in the mail with those who registered.

Secretary –
Robin Boyle asked for approval of the Minutes for the October 27, 2009 Board meeting.  A motion was made, seconded, and the Board approved by voice vote.
Old Business
1. Linda Berger had circulated to the Board a document called, “Background Information on Proposal to Invite ALWD to Co-Sponsor Idea Grants.”    After discussion, it was agreed by voice vote that the LWI Board can approach the ALWD Board and ask to co-sponsor Idea Grants.  
The Board further discussed the eligibility requirements.  Anne Enquist advised as follows: It has always been the case that Board members are not eligible to apply for Idea Grants because the purpose of the grants was to make money available to members who have good ideas and need money for purposes of holding a conference, for example.  Board members have always been able to bring their ideas to the Board and request funding from a discretionary fund of money, such as  conferences held by APPEAL in Africa or held in Turkey.  It was the consensus of the Board to keep the policy as is for the reason that Board members should not be competing with members for the same pool of money set aside for Idea Grants – thus Board members will continue to be ineligible to apply for Idea Grants.
The Board further discussed making the restriction consistent with the policy for awards, which is that Board members are ineligible to be the recipient of an LWI award during the term of their service and for one-year following their service on the Board.  A motion was made, and seconded, which asked for a consistent policy (as that for Awards) making Board members ineligible for applying for an Idea Grant for one year following their term on the LWI Board.  By voice vote, the motion carried.  

2. Anne Enquist  had circulated to the Board a revised proposal from the Ad Hoc Committee on Awards Policy.  (The date of the posting of this revised policy was  11-17-09.)  Suzanne Rowe had some revisions that she wished to propose, but were not substantive.  Upon motion, second, and voice vote – it was approved to adopt the draft policy and also approved to accept the drafting modifications by Rowe and others to clarify the word “award” and modest changes. 
3. Tracy McGaugh was absent from the call.  Thus the Board did not discuss a possible conference in Turkey.  

4. Mark Wojcik had circulated to the Board a proposal from the Awards Committee nominating William Burton for the Golden Pen Award.  A motion was made, seconded, and by voice vote approved.  It was further agreed that Ruth Anne Robbins will speak to him by phone and ask whether he can accept the award at the Marco Island conference.  If Mr. Burton cannot attend the Marco Island conference, then Robbins will use her best judgment as to how the award would be presented.
5. Mark Wojcik and Robin Boyle reported that the planning for the December 4th One-Day Workshops to be held in Chicago and NYC is going well.  John Marshall in Chicago and St. John’s in NY have donated space, food, and equipment.  We expect to have approximately 40 people at each location.  After the Workshop, the organizers plan to hold a conference call to discuss future events and will return to the Board with a proposal.

6. Ruth Anne Robbins asked that we hold our next LWI Board conference call in January after the AALS conference.  All agreed.

At 1:00 PM, the meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Robin Boyle

