Advanced Legal Writing
Spring 2008 

Mondays  4:30 – 6:10 pm in Room  204
Professor Sarah Ricks

Email: 


sricks@camden.rutgers.edu

Telephone: 

856 – 225 - 6419

Office: 


Room 208C (opposite Room 207) 

Office hours: 
Tuesday, Thursday 3:45 – 4:15 or by appointment

Secretary: 

Marjorie Hemmings, Room 609  (856) 225 - 6383

Course Description

This is a writing workshop in which every student will research and write his or her own writing project and periodically present it to the group for peer review and peer feedback. Research and writing skills can be strengthened both by practice and by reading and responding to the writing of others.  This course is structured to allow students take the lead in providing written and oral feedback to other students. By assessing and integrating peer feedback, the writer will stay in control of and be responsible for his or her own writing. I will facilitate the feedback and provide additional review.  

The first several class meetings will focus on principles of advanced legal research and writing, and of constructive feedback.  For the remainder of the semester, most weeks the group will respond to pieces written by other group members. You may choose your own writing project – e.g., brief, research memo, seminar paper, article, law journal note (only with advance written approval of the law journal).  Each student should start the class with a writing project already drafted or in progress (or a new research and writing project, which may be suggested by the professor). All writing projects are subject to the professor's approval.

At least twice during the semester, wherever you are in the writing process, you will distribute your draft paper or outline to the group.  Include instructions on what kind of feedback would be useful to you. You will then present the paper in class and lead class discussion.  Each student will read your draft/outline in advance of class, submit written comments in advance of class, and provide oral feedback in class. Comments and questions from other writers will help you develop a strong and cohesive thesis.  Please keep copies of all of your written feedback on other students’ work to turn in with your portfolio.
Course Grading
This 2-credit course is graded.  The grade will be based on the final draft of your individual writing project, all of the written and oral feedback that you have provided to other students on their drafts, your reflection paper, and your class participation.  Your portfolio, including your written feedback on other students’ writing, is due April 22.
Required Texts
Eugene Volokh, Academic Legal Writing: Law Review Articles, Student Notes, Seminar Papers, and Getting on Law Review (3d ed. 2007)

Photocopied materials (available on my office door, Room 208C)

Reading posted on course webpage

Articles assigned by citation

Class Preparation
This is not a lecture course—it requires your active participation and engagement.  For all assigned reading, please write down comments and questions as you read and bring them to class for our discussion. After reading each draft by a fellow student, please post written feedback on the piece on the course webpage. At least twice during the semester, you will distribute your outline/draft to the class including instructions on what kind of feedback would be useful to you, then present your draft paper or outline (wherever you are in the writing process) to the group and lead class discussion.  
Attendance
This seminar is a hands-on course that depends on your active participation, so attendance is critical. If you need to miss class you must notify me in advance and make arrangements to complete any missed work.  Please email me your comments for class discussion and, if applicable, post your written peer feedback on your colleagues’ drafts. More than two absences may result in failing the course.  Substantial lateness is an absence.

Course Schedule of Topics, Readings, and Assignments

	Week 1: Writing Competitions; short topic presentations; Intro to Legal Scholarship

	Monday 

01.07.08
	· Before class, decide what writing project you’ve already drafted (or have in progress, or  a new research and writing project, which may be suggested by the professor) that you will revise or expand during this course

· Be prepared to present your writing topic in 2-minute round robin

· Volokh, Foreword and Chapters I & II; Chapter VIII; Photocopied: Anne Lamott pp. 21-27 (Sh--y First Drafts); Posted: Linda Edwards, Law School Writing Without Teachers. Take notes as you read and come to class prepared to discuss your comments and questions on the reading assignment. Which of Volokh’s suggestions apply equally to briefs, memos, judicial opinions, seminar papers and Notes?

· Explore writing competitions listed http://www.law.ucla.edu/volokh/writing/competitions/


	Week 2: The Research Process / Budgeting Your Time               

	Monday

01.14.08
	· Volokh, Chapter III (Research).  Bring to class your research strategy – what’s done and where you plan to go.  Bring any questions for research librarian Hays Butler. Come to class prepared to discuss your comments and questions on the reading assignment.
· Photocopied: Anne Lamott, pp. 16-20; 28-32
· Explore the research checklist on this website: http://www.law.harvard.edu/library/services/research/guides/grfs/strategies/index.php
· Re-read Volokh, pp. 52-54.  Bring to class a paper copy of your research & writing plan. Consult your calendar (and, if relevant, writing competition and law journal deadlines) and develop a research and writing plan with target completion dates.  The example in Volokh is only a formatting suggestion – create a plan that works for you.  

· By end of class, sign up for presentation of initial draft & of revised draft

Optional readings about the research and organization process:

· Organizing Word Files (Gallagher Law Library): http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/wordtips.html#organ
· Website: http://legalresearch.org/docs/process01.html (specifically, the sections titled Organisation, Research Bibliography, and Preliminary Strategy)

	Week 3: The Writing Process & Constructive Feedback

	Week of 

01.21.08
	· Photocopied: Anne Lamott, pp. 162-71, re-read pp. 16-20; 28-32; all Stephen King excerpts; George Orwell, Politics and the English Language; Judith Fischer, Why George Orwell’s Ideas Matter for Lawyers; Beryl Blaustone, Teaching Law Students to Self Critique; Text: Volokh pp. 102 – 32 (Writing); re-read Volokh pp. 39-54 (Writing the Introduction); Posted:  Re-read Linda Edwards, Law School Writing Without Teachers

· Please take notes while you are reading and come prepared to discuss your comments and questions.

	Week 4:  Using Evidence Correctly; Practicing Constructive Feedback

	 Monday

01.28.08

*Meet 2:30 – 3:20 Rm 204 & 4:30 – 5:20 Rm 204 
	· Volokh, Chapter V (Using Evidence Correctly). Come to class prepared to discuss your comments and questions.

· Read drafts by two guest speakers (Prof. Meredith Schalick and Prof. Sheila Rodriguez); post written feedback on each draft to course webpage

· Provide oral feedback in each of 2 separate class meetings
· Note time/room change

	Week 5: Presentations and Constructive Feedback

	Monday

02.04.08
	· 4 students to post outlines/drafts to course webpage by 12 noon. Thurs., January 31, including instructions on what kind of feedback would be useful; prepare to orally present the argument, wherever you are in the writing process; and to lead class discussion
· All other students to post written constructive feedback to course webpage by Monday, Feb. 4 at 9 a.m

	Week 6: Presentations and Constructive Feedback

	Monday 

02.11.08
	· 3 students to post outlines/drafts to course webpage by 12 noon Thurs., Feb. 7, including instructions on what kind of feedback would be useful; prepare to orally present the argument, wherever you are in the writing process; and to lead class discussion
· All other students to post written constructive feedback to course webpage by Monday, Feb. 11 at 9 a.m.

	Week 7: Presentations and Constructive Feedback

	Monday 

02.18.08
	· 3 students to post outlines/drafts to course webpage by 12 noon Thurs., Feb. 14, including instructions on what kind of feedback would be useful; prepare to orally present the argument, wherever you are in the writing process; and to lead class discussion
· All other students to post written constructive feedback to course webpage by Monday, Feb. 18 at 9 a.m.


	Week 8: Presentations and Constructive Feedback

	Monday 

02.25.08
	· 3 students to post outlines/drafts to course webpage by 12 noon Thurs., Feb. 21, including instructions on what kind of feedback would be useful; prepare to orally present the argument, wherever you are in the writing process; and to lead class discussion
· All other students to post written constructive feedback to course webpage by Monday, Feb. 25 at 9 a.m. 


	Week 9: Presentations and Constructive Feedback

	Monday 

03.03.08
	· 3 students to post outlines/drafts to course webpage by 12 noon Thurs., Feb. 28, including instructions on what kind of feedback would be useful; prepare to orally present the argument, wherever you are in the writing process; and to lead class discussion
· All other students to post written constructive feedback to course webpage by Monday, March 3 at 9 a.m.

	Week 10: Presentations and Constructive Feedback

	Week of 

03.10.08
	· 4 students to post revised drafts to course webpage by 12 noon Thurs., March 6, including instructions on what kind of feedback would be useful; prepare to orally present the argument, wherever you are in the writing process; and to lead class discussion
· All other students to post written constructive feedback to course webpage by Monday, March 10 at 9 a.m.

· Volokh, pp. 77-82 (Choosing a Title); 103-06 (Edit, Edit, Edit)

	Week 11: Spring Break

	Monday 

03.17.08
	· No class; Happy Spring Break 

	Week 12: Presentations and Constructive Feedback

	Monday

03.24.08
	· 3 students to post revised drafts to course webpage by 12 noon Friday, March 14, including instructions on what kind of feedback would be useful; prepare to orally present the argument, wherever you are in the writing process; and to lead class discussion
· All other students to post written constructive feedback to course webpage by Monday, March 24 at 9 a.m. 
· Volokh Appendix I (Clumsy Words and Phrases)  

	Week 13: Presentations and Constructive Feedback

	Monday 

03.31.08
	· 3 students to post revised drafts to course webpage by 12 noon Thurs., March 27, including instructions on what kind of feedback would be useful; prepare to orally present the argument, wherever you are in the writing process; and to lead class discussion
· All other students to post written constructive feedback to course webpage by Monday, March 31 at 9 a.m.

	Week 14: Presentations and Constructive Feedback

	Monday 

04.07.08
	· 3 students to post revised drafts to course webpage by 12 noon Thurs., April 3, including instructions on what kind of feedback would be useful; prepare to orally present the argument, wherever you are in the writing process; and to lead class discussion
· All other students to post written constructive feedback to course webpage by Monday, April 7 at 9 a.m.

	Week 15: Presentations and Constructive Feedback

	Monday 

04.14.08
	· 3 students to post revised drafts to course webpage by 12 noon Thurs., April 10, including instructions on what kind of feedback would be useful; prepare to orally present the argument, wherever you are in the writing process; and to lead class discussion
· All other students to post written constructive feedback to course webpage by Monday, April 14 at 9 a.m.
· Collectively draft questions for reflection/cover letter 


	Week 16: Course Wrap-up

	Monday 

04.21.08
	· Due 4/22 to my office (or in class): Portfolio of writing for the course, including reflection/cover letter to me;  final draft of your individual writing project, copies of all written feedback that you have provided to other students on their drafts during the semester
· Course evaluations  
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