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I. Course description

The political and economic potential of the United States of America has changed the center of gravity of law: from an emphasis on the European legal systems to the increasing influence of the Anglo-American system. As a result, Anglo-American Law plays a vital role in all countries of the world and needs to be understood by all practitioners.

The goal of this course is to impart a general understanding of the nature and structure of Anglo-American Law. The course consists of six five-hour sessions held on Saturday mornings during the regular academic year, and is open to all legal practitioners, students and professionals who have a firm command of English. 

The minimum number of registered students required to hold the course is 20, and (though flexible), the maximum number is approximately 50.

II. Instructor

The lecturer is Professor Scott S. Wishart (J.D. University of Pittsburgh School of Law; LL.M. Université Libre de Bruxelles; M.B.A. University of Pittsburgh School of Business), who serves as Assistant Dean for International Programme and Associate Director of the Anglo-American Law Program at the University of Navarra School of Law and as an Analyst of the Gertrude Ryan Law Observatory.  Professor Wishart is Of Counsel, with Brosa Abogados y Economistas in Barcelona.

III. Course Materials

A practical guide to Legal Writing and Legal Method (Chapters 1-6, 8) 

John C. Dernbach et al., Rothman Publications (1994).
Fundamentals of American Law (Chapters 2 & 9)

Alan B. Morrison (Ed.), Oxford University Press (2004). 
An Introduction to the Anglo-American Legal System

Toni Fine, Thomson Aranzadi (2007), in collaboration with Gertrude Ryan Foundation
IV. Experience

Several versions of this course have been taught over the past several years: at the University of Navarra School of Law (Pamplona); the Garrigues Center (Madrid); the Fundación Universitaria San Pablo-CEU, - the Escuela de Negocios and the Facultad de Derecho, (the School of Business and the School of Law, Madrid); and, at the East China University of Political Science and Law (ECUPL, Shanghai, China).
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