Legal Writing and Advocacy
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USC Gould School of Law, Los Angeles

LL.M. SYLLABUS – SPRING 2009
Below is the syllabus for the Spring semester of LL.M. Legal Writing and Advocacy.  All the course rules and policies that were outlined in the Course Introduction you received at the beginning of the Fall semester remain in effect, except as noted below.  Copies of the Course Introduction are available in the Legal Writing Fellows’ office, Room 321.

Your grade for this semester will be based on the following course requirements:

1.
Rewrite of Trial-Level Motion (40% of your grade);

2.
Appellate Brief (50% of your grade); and 

3.
Professionalism (10% of your grade).

The first and second assignments of the semester, a draft of certain portions of your Appellate Brief and a Trial-Level Motion, will not be graded, although their timely, satisfactory completion will be considered in your Professionalism grade.    
1. Week of January 12: Introduction to Persuasive Writing, Bluebooking Statutes, Citing to Facts

Readings from Nedzel: 269-74 (Introduction; Issues of Form; Descriptions of Filings); 102-09 (Civil Trial Sequence: Summary; Documents and Details of Civil Trials; Pretrial Procedure and Documents).

Readings from Edwards: 323-39 (Writing a Persuasive Statement of Facts).

Readings from the Interactive Citation Workbook for the Bluebook (“ICW”): 37-40 (Federal Statutes), 43-45 (State Statutes), 107-08 (only the Introduction, Cases, and Statutes materials) (Electronic Sources).

Readings from the Bluebook: 19-22 (Rule B10, Sources and Authorities: Court and Litigation Documents).

Prepare: Read the handout on Legal Briefs, which will be distributed in class on Tuesday.   

Assignments: Statement of Facts and Argument.  Distributed Tuesday, January 13.  Due Monday, January 26, at 9:30 a.m.  

ICW Assignment No. 5 (Statutes).  Distributed Tuesday, January 13.  Due Friday, January 16, at 4:30 p.m. by emailing your section professor, your student fellow, and yourself your online citation assignment results by 4:30 p.m.

2. Week of January 19: Further Introduction to Persuasive Writing, Short Forms for Statutes
Readings from Edwards: 237-47 (Ethical Obligations of the Brief Writer, Judges as Readers, Overview of a Brief), 249-51 (Formulating a Favorable Rule), 256-58 (Structuring a Favorable Rule), 290 (starting with the second paragraph under section II)-92 (CRAC Paradigm).

Readings from ICW: 49-51 (Short Forms for Statutes).

Assignments: ICW Assignment No. 6 (Short Forms for Statutes).  Distributed Tuesday, January 20.  Due Friday, January 23, at 4:30 p.m. by e-mailing your section professor, your student fellow, and yourself your online citation assignment results by 4:30 p.m.
Remember that your Statement of Facts and Argument sections are due Monday, January 26, at 9:30 a.m.

3. Week of January 26: Writing and Researching a Trial-Level Motion, Bluebooking for Court Documents

Readings from Edwards: 271-75, 276-77, 307-12 (Drafting Point Headings and Ordering Arguments); 302-03 (Citing to the Court Record); 377-82 (Sample Trial-Level Brief).

Readings from ICW: 119-21B. (Court Documents). 

Assignments: Open-Research Trial-Level Motion.  Distributed Tuesday, January 27.  Due Monday, February 9, at 9:30 a.m.

ICW Assignment No. 7 (Court Documents).  Distributed Tuesday, January 27.  Due Friday, January 30, at 4:30 p.m. by e-mailing your section professor, your student fellow, and yourself your online citation assignment results by 4:30 p.m.
4.
Week of February 2: Anticipating and Peremptorily Responding to the Other Party’s Arguments, Parenthetical Explanations
Readings from Edwards: 303 (Counterarguments). 

Readings from ICW: 83-87 (Parentheticals).

Prepare: Read and be prepared to discuss the handout on Writing Parenthetical Explanations.
Assignments: ICW Assignment No. 9 (Parentheticals).  Distributed Tuesday, February 3.  Due Friday, February 6, at 4:30 p.m. by e-mailing your section professor, your student instructor, and yourself your online citation assignment results by 4:30 p.m.
Remember that the Open-Research Trial-Level Motion is due Monday, February 9, at 9:30 a.m.
5.
Week of February 9: Using Structure Advantageously, Miscellaneous Bluebook Rules
Note: Prof. Finegan will lecture this week on Tuesday, February 10.  Class will convene in Room 1 on that day.

Readings from Williams: Lessons 3 and 8.

Prepare: Read and be prepared to discuss the handout on miscellaneous Bluebook rules.  

6.
Week of February 16: Judicial Guest Speakers

There will be no Legal Writing and Advocacy class on Tuesday, February 17, because Monday classes meet.  On Thursday, February 19, a judge will visit class to talk with you about persuasive brief writing and advocacy in general.  Class will convene in Room 1 on that day; please make sure to be on time. 
7.
Week of February 23: Mandatory Conferences
Note: There will be no Legal Writing and Advocacy class on Tuesday or Thursday this week.  Instead, at some point during the week you will have a mandatory one-on-one conference with your section professor to discuss the rewrite of the Trial-Level Motion and your progress in this class in general.

Assignment: Rewrite of Trial-Level Motion.  Distributed Tuesday, February 24.  Due Monday, March 2, at 9:30 a.m.
8.
Week of March 2: Thematic Strings and Ethical Writing
Note: Prof. Finegan will lecture this week on Tuesday, March 3.  Class will convene in Room 1 on that day.

Readings from Williams: Lessons 9-10.  

9.
Week of March 9: Introduction to Appellate Brief Writing

Readings from Edwards: 278-85 (Standard of Review), 316-20 (Questions Presented), 387-89 (Umbrella Section) (example), 321-22 (Formatting the Brief).

Prepare: Reread the handout on Legal Briefs.  Review the Barrett sample appellate briefs as well as the sample appellate brief in Edwards at pp. 383-92.  Read the supplemental handout on Standards of Review.

Assignment: Appellate Brief.  Distributed Tuesday, March 10.  Due Monday, March 30, at 9:30 a.m.
10.
Week of March 16: Enjoy Spring Break!

11.
Week of March 23: Appellate Advocacy, Writing Appellate Briefs

Readings from Edwards: 313-15 (Editing Point Headings), 345-49 (Editing the Brief). 

Remember that the Appellate Brief is due Monday, March 30, at 9:30 a.m.

12.
Week of March 30: California Court of Appeal Visit
On Thursday, April 2, the California Court of Appeal, Division Seven, will hear its actual calendar of cases here at USC Gould School of Law, in Room 3.  There will be three sessions of court: from approximately 9 a.m. to approximately 10:30 a.m.; from approximately 10:45 a.m. to 12:20 p.m.; and from approximately 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.  You may attend any of these sections if you would like.  Please dress professionally.  While you need not wear a suit, you also should not wear blue jeans, t-shirts, or flip flops.  
Also, bear in mind that you will not be permitted to bring bags of any kind into the “courtroom,” and you also may not bring in a cell phone or similar device.  You will have to pass through a security checkpoint to ensure that you comply with these rules.    
Note: You will not have legal writing class this week.

13.
Week of April 20: Evaluations

Class will convene on Tuesday, April 21, to enable you to fill out evaluation forms.  The 8:30 a.m. section should meet in Room 1 at 9:00 a.m. and the 11:30 a.m. section should meet in Room 1 at 11:30 a.m.
�Note that this is a change from fall semester, when your professionalism score counted for 5%, not 10%, of your grade for the semester.
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