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Minutes for LWI Board Conference Call
Date: December 11, 2008
Time: 12:00 pm Eastern
In attendance (on the conference call): Linda Berger, Robin Boyle, Kenneth Chestek , Susan Hanley Duncan, Anne Enquist, Michael Higdon,, Ruth Anne Robbins, Judy Rosenbaum, Suzanne Rowe, Terry Jean Seligmann, Mark Wojcik, and Clifford Zimmerman.

Excused:  Tracy McGaugh, Michael Smith, Melissa Weresh 
Officer Reports:
President:  Ruth Anne Robbins announced Tracy McGaugh’s resignation as LWI Board Secretary and nominated Robin Boyle to serve as Secretary.  R. A. Robbins further asked for other nominations.  No other nominations were made.  By voice acknowledgment, R. Boyle was elected Secretary with her term starting immediately.
Mark Wojcik moved to acknowledge Tracy McGaugh’s good service as Secretary.  All agreed by voice acclamation.
Immediate Past President: Susan Duncan reported that she plans to attend the ABA Standards meeting in New Orleans. The LWI letter addressing the Standards will be sent.  ALWD is also sending a letter.  S. Duncan clarified that it is not a formal hearing where attendees make statements, but a meeting at which attendees are permitted to listen to proceedings.  
Secretary: R. A. Robbins posed for discussion the process of Minute-taking and posting on the LWI posting.  Discussion ensued and it was agreed by voice roll call vote to the following process: 1) the Secretary will prepare Minutes and will continue the practice of posting them on the LWI website as a public document, 2) announcements regarding the LWI budget can be made by the President at the biennial meetings during a plenary session, 3) Minutes dating back to July will be prepared for posting, and 4) the Minutes already posted on the LWI website will remain as is without revision.
Host School: Linda Berger reported on the planning of the upcoming Rhetoric Conference to be held January 6th before the AALS Annual Meeting begins.  There will be a speaker from the University of California- Irvine who has written about rhetoric.  Registration is now at 46 people, which is above the goal of 35 people.  They will cap it at 46. There are plans to follow-up with publications in the format of an online resource bank (including articles and essays – full text), and also with a smaller print guide to rhetorical theory (paid for by Mercer law school and an LWI fund).  

25th Anniversary: M. Wojcik reported briefly on the events planned. It was suggested to keep message of the LWI 25th anniversary going until 2010 by developing an anniversary logo.  Board members explored ideas about the potential use of such logo.  It was agreed that R. A. Robbins would look into the cost of having a logo developed.
Committee Reports:

Journal of Legal Writing: Kristin Gerdy reported on the Journal’s board retreat held on Dec. 6th at Stetson, which she described as a very productive meeting.  The Journal Board is “good to go” with volume 15.  April 1 is the deadline.  Planning is in place for volume 16, which Journal Board anticipates will include articles from the Storytelling Conference in July plus others.  She reported exciting news that the Journal is planning to celebrate the 25th anniversary of LWI with a double volume (extra issue) for volume 16.  At Mercer and in conjunction with its law review, the Journal will hold a live symposium on November  5th and 6th in 2009.  Companion volumes are slated from the Mercer Law Review that will include transcripts from the panels and scholarly pieces.  Funding from Mercer is anticipated.  The Program co-chairs are Pam Lysaght and Kristin Gerdy, and the Program Committee members are Robin Boyle, David Ritchie and Sue Provenzano.  

Awards Committee: The Committee is working on the press releases and website info about Golden Pen/Blackwell (Friday, January 9, 7:00 pm San Diego Children’s Museum). R. A. Robbins asked M. Wojcik to have someone look into online and regular press wires.

Other Reports: All Committee Reports are due to the Board Liaisons on December 15th.  It was discussed and agreed that the Board will act upon any urgent issues posed in the Committee Reports at the January meeting, but will table until February’s Board meeting a more comprehensive discussion of reports.  The Board members will have the reports to read on their own prior to the January meeting.
New Business:
Planning for the January meeting: The Board discussed potential agenda items and time allotment for the January three-hour Board meeting.   It was agreed that we should address at the January meeting the following: 25th anniversary update (Mark Wojcik); site report for the 2010 conference (Ken Chestek); Treasurer’s Report (Michael Higdon); LWI website (David Thomson); Journal of Legal Writing report (Kristin Gerdy); any pressing action needed for the Committees as evidenced in the Committee Reports; Old Business:  continue long-term planning items discussed at the Philadelphia retreat last spring; and New Business: a discussion about budgetary constraints at law schools (Judy Rosenbaum).
Announcements:
Host School Update:  The Dean of Mercer law school, Daisy Hurst Floyd, offered to extend its commitment to serve as the Host School for LWI.  The offer is extended for an indefinite term.  Dean Floyd sent a letter to R.A. Robbins explaining the terms of the offer and incorporating by reference the letter agreement of June 13, 2003.  The LWI Board was enthusiastic about the Mercer offer.
At 1:00 PM (EST) a motion to adjourn was made, seconded and agreed by all.  

Secretary:

Robin Boyle
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