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Minutes  of the LWI Board Meeting held on 
Minutes of LWI Board Meeting Conducted Monday, March 22, 2010 Via Conference Call Starting at 2 PM (Eastern Daylight Savings Time).
In attendance: Linda Berger, Robin Boyle, Kenneth Chestek, Susan Duncan, Anne Enquist, Tracy McGaugh, Ruth Anne Robbins, Suzanne Rowe, Michael Smith, Melissa Weresh, Mark Wojcik, & Clifford Zimmerman.

Excused: Michael Higdon, Judy Rosenbaum, & Terry Jean Seligmann.

Officers’ Reports
1. President:  R. A. Robbins announced that the Board will need to hold an electronic meeting to vote on funding and approval of proposed scholarship grant recipients.  It was agreed not to formally conclude this March 22nd conference call, but to continue this meeting within approximately a week’s time to vote on the funding allocations.  It is expected that M. Weresh, M. Higdon, and T. Seligmann will propose a funding allocation.  The funding is to come from three sources – ALWD, LWI, and Lexis/Nexis.  After approval from the LWI Board, they will report back to Sarah Ricks and Robin Wellford-Slocum. 
2. President-Elect:  K. Chestek reported on the progress of the 2010 Conference Program Committee.  The committee will soon be deciding which applicants will receive need-based grants (no longer called “scholarship”).  Conference registration is up and running.  Thus far, we have 88 registrants.  The Board should make their reservations immediately because we have fewer rooms being held for Friday night. As a policy decision, LWI will pay for two nights of the conference hotel (Friday and Saturday nights) and additionally, will cover the cost of meals on Saturday while working at the Board retreat.  LWI will cover those expenses for the  incoming and outgoing board members, the EIC (or representative) of the Journal of LWI, and the ALWD President. 
3. Treasurer: Absent from call, but M. Higdon’s updates were included in the announcements of others.
4. Immediate Past President:  S. Duncan reported that the ABA Council met recently, but not the Standards Review Committee.  Topics currently being considered by Council are as follows: 
1)
finalizing its budget that will be given out in June; 
2)
issues pertaining to international legal education;
3)
categorizing race/ethnicity on ABA questionnaires, there is a proposed narrowing of choices to select; 
4)
regarding the accreditation standards, possibly allowing compensation provided to students for their externships when receiving academic credit for the same externships;
5)
deleting or retaining provision that limits full-time students to 20 hours of paid       work per week;
6)
deleting or retaining provision that  requires law schools to monitor attendance in law school classrooms;
7)
considering proposed outcomes and assessments standards , which were      presented at an open microphone session at the AALS Annual Meeting in New       Orleans last January, with over 400 deans and faculty; voting on the proposed       standards is expected one year from now;  
8)
considering whether language in the standards regarding security of position       should be retained. College presidents sent letters to ABA advising to delete this language, but the announcement was corrected – there were 12 signatures, not 40.

5. Secretary:  R. Boyle asked for a vote to approve Minutes of February 16, 2010 Board Meeting.   A motion was made, seconded.  By voice vote, the Minutes were approved.
Old Business
1. T. McGaugh requested to postpone the legal writing conference in Turkey. ( McGaugh had previously emailed the board about this request in preparation for this conference call.)  She explained that schools are having trouble funding foreign travel.   McGaugh asked LWI if it would co-sponsor the next conference held in Turkey, but there are no specific dates at this time.  There was a motion, and it was seconded.  By voice vote, the motion passed. 

2. In response to the LWI Board’s suggestion during the last Board meeting, Jane Kent Gionfriddo provided Susan DeJarnatt’s C.V. and requested our approval of DeJarnatt serving as EIC of the Monograph Series.  A motion was made and seconded; motion passed.

3. In response to the LWI Board’s suggestion during its last meeting, Steve Johansen and Lou Sirico submit a Budget Request for the Writers’ Workshop to be held in conjunction with the conference on Marco Island.  The cost in the past was $6,000, and this request was for the same amount of money.  A question was raised about whether LWI will pay for the shuttle.  In the past, LWI did not pay for transportation, neither air nor ground transportation. A Motion was made that LWI’s budget for the Writers’ Workshop to be held on Marco Island in conjunction with the conference be approved at the amount of $6,000.  Motion was seconded and passed.

New Business
1. Second Draft delay – R. A. Robbins announced that Kathleen Vinson and Second Draft needs to find another design company after the one she was using ran into financial difficulty.  She is looking for a company to generate graphics.  Unfortunately, the publication will be delayed for its upcoming issue. There is no action that LWI needs to take at this time.
2. R. A. Robbins and K. Chestek announced pending litigation against the former school by a former legal writing director whose contract was terminated by the law school’s dean.  There was no action requested from the LWI Board at this time.
At 3:10 PM, meeting was adjourned until a further point during the week when an electronic meeting will commence to vote on Scholarship Grants.

Respectfully submitted,

Robin Boyle, Secretary
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