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 Minutes: 

General Membership Meeting

July 22, 2004 

The meeting convened at 11:30 am.

Introduction/LWI Board
Terry Seligmann, President, announced the new Board of Directors and the new Executive Committee:

LWI Board of Directors:

Dan Barnett
Steve Johansen

Carol McCrehan Parker

 

Linda H. Edwards
Susan Kosse

Ruth Anne Robbins



Anne Enquist

Jim Levy

Judy Rosenbaum




Elizabeth Fajans
Sue Liemer

Terry Jean Seligmann


Kristin Gerdy

Tracy McGaugh
Kathy Vinson






LWI Executive Committee:

President: 
Terry Jean Seligmann

President-elect: Tracy McGaugh

Secretary: 
Ruth Anne Robbins

Treasurer: 
Carol McCrehan Parker

Members: 
Steve Johansen and Jim Levy

Teaching Exchange/Visitorships:

Several visitorships took place during the last biennium, including international visitorship/exchanges. The Second Draft’s next issue will include an article on visitorships

Outreach Committee:

-The committee has developed a mentor structure and lists of those people available and eager to assist new legal writing professors. 

-The committee also conducted new member dinners the night before the conference began – many new professors participated. 

-The committee has also compiled suggested readings for new professors. 

Scholarship Committee:

LWI awarded seven (7) scholarships for the conference to help defray expenses.

LWI Journal:

-Volumes 8 and 9 have been distributed. 

-Volume 10 will be a proceedings issue from the 2004 Conference. The deadline for submissions is September 1st. 

-Volume 11 will also be coming out in a few months. 

-Mary Beth Beazley is the new editor-in-chief. 

Writers Workshop:

-LWI sponsored a new program designed to encourage and support legal writing scholarship. 

-The first workshop took place immediately before the 2004 LWI Conference. 

-Ten (10) scholars participated. Three facilitators conducted the program (Lou Sirico, Steve Johansen, Jill Ramsfield).

-LWI plans to continue the workshops. 

New Host School: Mercer School of Law

-The 2006 LWI Conference will take place in Atlanta at the end of May, 2006.

-The conference will be hosted by Mercer, University of Georgia, Georgia State and Emory law schools. 

2008 Conference:

-The RFP’s will be sent out soon after the 2004 Conference.

-Cool climates are welcome!

Listserv:

-Indiana University will now host.

-The changeover will take place in August.

-All archives will be preserved. 

Golden Pen Award:

-LWI will present its Golden Pen Award at the AALS Conference in January, 2005. This year’s recipient is Richard Wydick. 

-The recipient in 2004 was Judge Robert Keeton.

Survey Committee:

-176 schools participated, a 93% response rate.

-This year we outsourced it to Cicada, a survey company.

-Surveys were distributed (one per school).

-The survey can be accessed online at the LWI and ALWD websites.

-Users can also create personalized reports.


www.survey.cicada.com/login 


(enter username and password)


Select “view results” and “information” then follow the steps provided.

-The next survey will be managed by Toni Berres-Paul of Lewis & Clark. 







ABA Standards:

-Richard Neumann discussed the newest efforts to have legal writing included in ABA Standard 405(c), which currently provides “reasonable equivalence” of tenure to clinicians. That will again be argued to the ABA Standards Committee.

-Richard Neumann also discussed the new revisions to ABA Standard 302(a)(4), which have already been approved. Law schools are required to incorporate skills into the curriculum such that each law student has access. Standard 302(a)(1) also includes language of “rigorous” writing experience. 

Getting involved:

-Terry Seligmann encouraged all LWI members to become actively involved. 

-2004 Member Interest Forms distributed.

Outgoing Board Members Honored:

The following LWI Board Members were honored for their service:

Joan Blum

Jane Kent Gionfriddo

Davalene Cooper

Colleen Barger

Mary Beth Beazley

Maureen Kordesh

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 pm.


The next LWI Membership Meeting will take place in 2006 at the Biennial Conference.
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