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LWILivesi s a regul ar el ectronic publication of th
Inside This Issue: explores and communicates the emerging identity of LWI and its members. We have in

common the commitment to being the best legal writing professors that we can be. But we
are multi-dimensional people with different strengths, interests, curiosities, and gifts. By
profiling individuals in our community, we hope to expand and develop our understanding

Lol Eulver 1-3 of who we are and what we aspire to be.
Programs, Pedagogy, and Photography: dhe D
Tenielle By Dede Hill
FordyceRuff The tag line on Leslie Culverdd sma
the stage she is in in her family life, along with her sense of humor, aphd
her awesome ability to juggle 90 mu

from my . . . smartphone while chasing a toddigrace for errors ..

Andrew Solomon For more on Leslie, see page 2

Fresh Air + Fresh Program = Content ment i n
By Tamara Herrera
Some people are born to be leaders and fearlessly forge their own patps

through life. Tenielle FordyeRuff is one these people, as evidenced by
her 2015 Leader in Law award from the Idaho Business Review

Statement of Selection
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LWI Lives Committee Dedication (and Dreads) in South Tex,

By Olympia Duhart
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Even Andrew Solomonds faculty profi
for sports. Instead of Cardozo or Marshall, the legal writing professrtr

at South Texas College of Law in Houston offers a nod to Vince Lo
bardi, the |l egendary football coach
personés | ife is in direct proporti
regardless of their chosen fiefjd of
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Leslie Culver, continued

The week Leslie and | were scheduled to talk was a particu-
larly hectic one for her. Her nanny was away for the week, so
she was juggling work and caring for her 21 mealth. To
complicate matters, she is teaching an overload this semester ¢
California Western School of Law, where she is a Professor of
Legal Writing, while also carrying out her duties as Director of
the school ds pipeline progra
soon). And, have | mentioned that she is 30 weeks pregnant
with her second child? Remarkably, Leslie seemed completely
unfazed by the weekds challe
more energetic than when | first met her six years ago at the
San Marco session of the LWI
Leslie inspired even the most reserved among us to play beach
volleyball, and run the Biennial 5K. (Characteristically, when nor
on the beach, Leslie was quietly and efficiently finishing the law
review article she was workshopping, and which was published

soon after the Biennial.)

n tphat

| caught up with Leslie one day just after she had put her
beautiful daughter, Faith Elizabeth, down for a nap. After we
commiserated briefly about the fashion challenges one faces
when 30 weeks pregnant, our conversation turned to Leslifpds
work as Director of the A.l.LM. for Law program at California ; ;
Western. A.l.M. for Law (Achieve, Inspire, Motivate), is a di- Faith Elizabeth at 9 Days Old
versity pipeline program that prepares undergraduate students,
principally from underrepresented groups, to pursue a law
school education. Ear |l y i n oneof herother passiond photographyd by taking anintern- s i e v
tapped to serve on the exploration committee, and prepared  ship at the Missouri Botanical Gardens in St. Louis. She also
the legal writing curriculum as well as volunteered as a guest  put in a call to the dean of her alma mater, SLU, and let him
lecturer. During these early years, the program was housed at know she was contemplating a shift in her career. Since grady
both San Diego State University and California Western. Later, ating, she had been an active alumnus at St. Louis, often givin§
when the former A.l.M. Director was unable to continue in that writing workshops for the Black Law Student Association stu-
capacity, California Western began exploring offeringthepro- dent s, and for the | aw schoofl 0s
gram solely on its campus, and Leslie was asked to direct the tion. She had excelled in her legal writing class, and loved giv
program. As Director, Leslie has focused on reaching students ing these workshops. Within a month of quitting her big law
from a wide range of undergraduate institutions, including com- job, Leslie was offered a job as a legal writing professor at SLU.
munity coll eges. Thi s f ocus Luckily, the schedule also allowed her to complete her photogp u n d |
passion for opening up the legal profession to groups historical- raphy internship at the botanical gardens, and to grow her
ly underrepresented in its ranks. This passion is apparentin  wedding photography business (which she had started some
hermantradr epeat ed often to her Afouryears earlier, at the same time she started as a litigation
care where you go to law school, what is important is that you  associate in St. Louis.)
join our profession. 6 Last ejto
A.lLM. for Law, a summer symposium forragk high school Yes, you read that last sentence correctly: Leslie began her
students designed to reengage them in academics, and to in- own wedding photography business while working the long ang
spire them to one day pursue a career in law. Already she has erratic hours of an associate at a litigation firm, and has contin
plans to expand this program through the academic year. ued and expanded her business while working the long and

erratic hours of a legal writing professor! Leslie discovered

Leslieds path to becoming a herpassionand talentfor photography while visiting a friendc
After graduating from St. Louis University School of Law (SLU), who dabbled in amateur photography in the weeks just before
she clerked for Judge Lawrence G. Crahan on the Missouri she began her job as a litigation associate. While studying
Court of Appeals. She then joined a prominent St. Louis litiga- s ome of her friendds photogrfjaphs
tion firm where she litigated a broad range of civil matters, and realization that she could do that. Leslie immediately bought

also carried a heavy pro bono caseload. While things were herself a camera, and from that moment on, Leslie stopped
going just fine at the firm, about four years in, Leslierealized snapping pictures and starteld oOc
that she needed a change. T home in St. Louis, Leslie found some local photographers i gat i c

yet she is, by her account, conflict averse. Her plan: to pursue Whom she admired, and they became her mentors. In 2007,

institute
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institute

Leslie Culver, conclusion 9 LegalWriting

she started assisting her mentors with weddings. Before long,

she opened her own wedding photography business, which
quickly thrived. When she moved to San Diego in 2009, her
transition to a new market was smooth; today, she has more
than enough business to keep her busy. However, just last
month, Leslie decided to take a break from shooting weddings. |
Her plan for the near future is to focus on lifestyle shoots and
maternity. Her favorite moment to photograph of late is of
families in the days immediately after they have come home
with a newborr® capturing the sleepy images of nesting and

adjustment that mark that time.

There is so much more to tell about Leslie, like her unalloyed
love of teaching. Last year she taught Women and the Law in
addition to the first year legal writing and upper level clinical
internship classes that she typically teaches, and was invigorated
by the change. She looks forward to more opportunities to A Oi E A R
teach different subjects and to grow as a teacher. Also, Leslie is » -
actively engaged in research and scholarship about juvenile jus- - AOE
tice issues. She has published one law review article on the

topic, and has plans for more.

For now, | 8dm wi shing Leslie -~~~
ing family, although | cannot |
next. One thing is certain, our LWI community is richer and

more vibrant with Leslie among its ranks.

Leslie Culver: Iculver@cwsl.edu
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Llegalwriing  Tenielle FordyeRuff, continued

institute

Tenielleds aptitude to leadpwaptp¥hdgnt when she was jupt a
young girl. oO0This might be odd, but | wanted to be indepjende
and seHsufficient. My mother was raised in a really traditional And her current position is one that a true leader would
household and had a horrible first marriage that took way too tackle! Tenielle built the legal writing program at Concordia
long for her to escape from because she was raisedtobede- Uni ver sity School of Law from sc
pendent. | never wanted to have to depend on another person teaching at Oregon, Concordia announced that it was going to
that way (a value my mother took great care to instill in me), sobuild a law school in Boise. | immediately wrote to the Dean
| worked tremendously hard on my education. | knew | would expressing my interest in directing the LRW program. Eventu-
need scholarships to go t o calylimetghe Dearsthe Prohoattaddshe widsamiate Deanadfi df. 6 T

attended the University of Wyoming for her undergraduate Academics. They offered me af pos
studies in Russian area studies and eventually found herwaytqye ever had a formal intervilkw. é
the University of Oregon School of Law. o0l choose to go [to

Oregon because my husband di dhdgdtt weaanitn & wg wroa le acksitr eodt drh eo [Mitsh e
sissippi and | wanted to go to a large town/small city. Once we gram, Tenielle directs both the firgtear program and the ad-
visited the campus it just f\ancedwitingprograns For the first two years of the law
school, she was the only fdlime writing professor, which
Tenielleds love of researchmeadtwshti hgd(ano dmpbttaht:rkaem
why she decided to go to | awteahetsandthgn growing the advareddwritingi pgpdramdndt Jo o .
in law school, Tenielle was a writing tutor. After law school, hiring and supervising the adjun
Tenielle kept in touch with her writing professor, Suzanne school now has an assistant director, but Tenielle is still ulti-
Rowe. 0l moved to Boise aft ematelyasponsiceifar allthe aritind) comses & €ahcoilia r |t h e
Idaho Supreme Court. Suzanne Rowe remembered fromwhenfir om curriculum to hiring. 0 | o
tutored LRW in law school that | had an interest in teaching  scratch. | had a lot of help and guidance from other directors
LRW. She approached me about writing the Idaho bookinCar-ar ound t he country, and | cojul dn
olina Academic Pressdstate research series. While | was work- mentorship that we provide to new directors. | also love that |
ing on that a tweyear visitor position opened at Oregon. The  can be so creative in expanding my program. | have great sup-
timing was right, so we moved back to Eugene for two years, port from the administration and the students understand the
and | taught while my husband worked on his Masters. We therimportance of the skills they learn in the writing classes. | al-
came back to Boise and | spent two years doing general busi- mpost candt kee p up with demaphd f
ness litigation with a partner before moving into my current
So what career path does Tehphiell
would love to still be here at the end of my career. | might like
to try my hand at moving up into administration. | feel like |
have a talent for that. But | love Boise and | really like Concor-

dia, so I dm not planning on Jmovi

One huge reason that Tenielle loves Boise so much is her
|l ove of the outdoors. ol was]rai:
certain amount of open space and a view of the mountains to
be truly happy. 6 Specificallly S |
snowshoeing. o0l also |l ove spp

much of Idaho left for me to explore that | could easily spend
my next several summers in the m
her husband also rescue dogs] (0s.
night to a house full of love hairy love balls that need fed and

wal kedo) , and it shoul d come] as
favorite hobbiesisleadifpby t eaching yoga. ol
I do a | ot of yoga to stay oh to

teaching, she enjoys winding down by going on wine tastings
and having dinners with friepnds.
food scene and the USAG6s newpst

se. 0
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Tenielle FordyeRuff, conclusion
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Speaking of wine and toasts, when you accept your Leader in love to be able to do a great yoga retreat each year in some
Law award this fall, Tenielle, remember that your LWI family is amazing location.

cheering you on. Way to go! Favorite movie?
| love My Big Fat Greek Wedding. It reminds me so much of
Here is a glimpse at some o fmarryingintoa big, crazy ltalian family. | also love how hatrde]s , i
own words: Nia Vardalos worked on her dream of making that movie.
Favorite type of music? What are the last three books you read, and what do
| listen to a lot of different kinds of music. | most frequently they mean to you?
listen to adult alternative or yoga music. My husbandwould Thi s gquestion isndt fair coming
say itds oOanything not counting around oObeach readso6 duftieng
loves country music, so we have to negotiate the music every three reads were pretty fluffy!
time we take a roagrip. The Wednesday SisteydMeg Waite Clayton. A fun story
Favorite band? about five women in the late sixties and early seventies who

| love DJ Drez for yoga music. | love Death Cab for Cutie and find the strength in each other to pursue their dreams and
Scars on 45. | saw Alabama Shakes this summer and they we break free from the constraints of being a woman during that
amazing |live, so |I6ve been | time. It was a great reminder of how different my life is from| |5 t ¢ |
Favorite song? my mot herds, and how far we] as
That depends on the day and my mood. My favorite songs are (but it was still a fun, easy read!).

usually tied to a memory. My grandmother played piano, so | also reread the Harry Potter series. They are just perfect
certain old songs will remind me of her. | had a crazy camping for cool evenings in the mountains around the campfire.
trip with my cousins in high school where we forgottopack | 6 ve | ust Lghtanrthe Yoga SetsgsBKS g
any cassettes (yes, those) other than the one in the boombox lyengar. Not fluffy, but | do try to read at least one or two

and had only the Beastie Boys to listen to for a wigdkstill yoga books a year to keep my yoga teaching fresh.

candt h e a rLicemse sodlithgut Smilirg!m )

Favorite dream vacation? Tenielle Fordyce -Ruff: tfordyce@cu -portland.edu

| love to travel. | would love to see Eastern Europe (my BA is

in Russian area studies, but o fvi si

cause of the political climate when | was studying). | would als




